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The Executive Committee of the Old Boys' Association, Canada Branch wishes to 

celebrate the one hundred years of the founding of the Old Boys' Association in 

Jaffna (Dec.1906) with the release of this special Souvenir. It is nothing but fitting 

that we should remember and celebrate the constructive contribution rendered by 

hundreds of old boys to enrich the life of our students at Jaffna Central College, 

Jaffna. One hundred years of service is something to be proud of and it is our hope 

that everyone of the old boys in Canada and in other parts of the world will remember 

this day and pay their respect for an institution which has moulded them into what 

they are today.

We have arranged a Special variety entertainment festivity to mark this historic 

event and “Madhya Deepam” will be one of the highlights of our cultural activities 

organized to gather everyone here under one roof. Throughout its existence, the 

association has played an active role in academic, social and sport endeavors of the 

institution. Many old boys have brought fame to the college and are looked upon as 

excellent role models.

We wish to take this opportunity to salute all members of our association in Canada 

for their unflinching co-operation and dedicated service to enrich the quality of life of 

our members in a new land which we now call our home.

The committee is thankful to the Souvenir Sub Committee- Messrs. 

R.Chelvaratnam, R.Sivakumar, Krish Jeyanathan, K.Theivendirarajah and 

T.Pararajasingam for their valuable contributions , suggestions and criticisms. The 

committee also wishes to express its gratitude to the members and many others who 

have contributed their share to the publication of this issue, in the form of 

articles,photographs and other material of interest. The committee's thanks also go 

to many of our old boys and well wishers who  came forward to advertise in this issue. 

The financial backing from old boys and well wishers is a constructive factor for the 

success of our endeavors.

Finally we wish to thank Mr.S.Yoganathan, former President of our association and 

Managing Director of Grapharts Printers(Toronto,Canada), Mr.M.S.Rameez and 

Mr.S.J.Ravindrakumaran for compiling, type setting and printing this beautiful 

souvenir.

Executive Committee,2005/2006
JCC-OBA, Canada

ndJuly,22  2006
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It gives me great pleasure in writing this message for the special centenary souvenir being published to mark the 
th100  Anniversary of the founding of Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association in Jaffna.

We the old boys of Central must be proud to be part of a 190 year old school with a 100 year old tradition of 

Alumni Organization, a distinction unparalleled  in the modern history of northern  Sri Lanka. Central situated 

in the heart of Jaffna, the capital city of the north was at the helm of education, the distinguished personalities on 

the first historic committee of 1906 and their credentials are a testimony to this fact. Let us play our part in 

helping the school to grow and flourish.

 Our Canadian branch is perhaps the largest  congregation of old boys outside Sri Lanka. I am happy to state that 

we have functioned successfully for the last 14 years and respectfully carry on the great traditions and the 

colorful image of this great institution. This is reflected in the Special Centenary OBA Souvenir 2006 released 
nd

today, July 22  ,2006 at the”Mathiya Theepam,” the variety entertainment show staged at Sir John A 

MacDonald Collegiate, Toronto, Canada

I wish to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to my fellow committee members and to all other 

centralites and well wishers who have willingly come forward to make these events a great success. It is not 

possible to put up a big show and to publish a Souvenir of this kind without the financial support of our sponsors 

and advertisers. Many of the sponsors and advertisers are old boys of Central. In Canada they have become  

successful entrepreneurs, perhaps  having  picked up this  skill of entrepreneurship in their school years without 

knowing it. 

The time has come to further prepare the school children of today not only in academics but also in technical and 

entrepreneurial skills for nation building. Science and technology can become useful to society when put into 

practical use, and that use requires  practical skills, acquiring these skills should start early in school.  

Stalling the process of rebuilding and  moderning  schools, colleges and Universities will be detrimental to the 

future of our Tamil community. A country's or nation's history is nothing but the story of  growth and 

development of its institutions and the achievements of its individual citizens. Therefore if the Tamil 

community is to be part of this history, our citizens must feel free to grow and excel in all walks of life.

Central flag must never be lowered

Dr .K. Theivendirarajah

President, JCCOBA Canada

July 22.2006

Message from the President



Message from Our Secretary
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Centenary of any institution provides an opportunity to reflect on time past present and future. Over the years the multi-
faceted activities of the Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Associations, all around the globe   have reflected the central, 
social and spiritual values set for the institution by the founding fathers.

The Canada branch of the Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association was officially inaugurated in October  1992. Since 
then the association has carried out many activities and programs to support our goals.

Among the many programs the most significant are the following:
- “Mathya Theepam” the variety entertainment show, 
-  Annual Joint Picnic with our sister school Vembadi Girls' High School
-  our annual “Big Match” against St.Johns College  the “Battle of the North”
-  Annual Dinner Dance and get together. 

The feature articles included in this issue would offer a comprehensive picture of these activities.

The association has helped our school in many ways through out the past decade through donations. In recent years when a 
member visited Jaffna, direct donation to the school was given through the member. In this way we were able to make a 
direct evaluation of the urgent needs of the school and allocate our funds justly.  

Since 2000 we have been participating in the in the Joint Scholarship Scheme with other OBA branches namely U.K, 
Sydney and Colombo, to assist the bright and needy students of our college to pursue their higher education in Sri Lanka. 
We also have started a scholarship scheme with the University of Jaffna to assist students entering the University from our 
college.

Humanitarian activities have occupied a central place in our efforts to foster the values promoted by the founders. The 
following charities received substantial support from our association.
     -  The Canadian Red Cross
     -  St.Peter's Church, Jaffna
     -  Ramakrishna Mission -orphanage, Batticaloa.
     -  Maruthanamadam Achcharamam orphanage
In this context our association has helped the Methodist Church of Point-Pedro to provide relief for the local residents 
affected by the Tsunami. 

We have gone beyond community to support activities of this nature. The Annual Walk- A-Thon in support of the Toronto 
Hospital for Sick Children Foundation is an example of this type of activity. From 2005 Vembadi Old Girls' Association has 
actively associated itself with this humane effort. 

 Among those who have given us valuable support, special mention needs to be made of the Advertisers, sponsors of 
various events and the donors.

 The Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association of Canada has grown to its present stature through the dedicated efforts 
and personal commitment of the past and present executive committees and the supportive membership. Hopefully this 
dedicated spirit will continue to be fostered by the younger generation of Centralites in Canada.
 

                   ………For your school for her true praise,  
                                   Live in service glad and free.
  
 R. Sivakumar.
 Secretary
JCC OBA Canada.



I have great pleasure in delivering this greetings for the centenary celebration of the Old 

Boys' Association, of Jaffna Central College, Canada. The inaugural meeting of the 
th

OBA, our official records reveal, was held on 25  Dec.1906 at the college hall presided 

by Rev.W.M.P.Wilkes. It is a landmark in the glorious history of our school. We entered 

the new millennium with great expectation. Our college has produced many eminent 

personalities in the field of education such as doctors, engineers, athletes etc.

After the untimely death of the Principal, the late Mr.K.Rasathurai, I took over the 

School as the acting principal in October 2005. Since then I have been performing my 

duties with the support of the staff and the school community to ameliorate the standard 

of education as well as sports and games with good discipline.

Even today amidst the political unrest in Jaffna, the college contribution is no significant. 

I am sure the OBA of Canada will offer their share in the development and welfare of our 

institution. I also wish express my greetings to “Mathiya Deepam”, your variety 

entertainment show and  to the Centenary Souvenir published by the OBA, Canada.

Finally, on behalf of my colleagues and students, I wish the OBA,Canada many more 

years of fruitful service to Jaffna Central College.

“ The Central flag must ne'er be lowered”

Mr.S.Pathmanathan,

Acting Principal

Jaffna Central College, Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

18.05.2006

Message From The Principal
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President:          Rev.W.M.P.Wilkes, B.A., Principal, Jaffna Central College (Ex-officio)

Vice-Presidents:       The Hon. Mr. Joseph Grenier, Acting Pusine Justice of the 

 Supreme Court of Ceylon.

                                  R.H.Leembruggen, Esqr., Retired Chief Inspector of Schools

                                  A.Mylvaganam, Esqr., J.P., U.P.M., of Copay

                                  Dr.S.C.Paul, F.R.C.S., M.D
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Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association in 1906
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Vice-Presidents: Mr. R. Chelvaratnam
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Executive Committee of JCC - OBA , Canada, 2005/2006
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I must confess at the outset that I am very proud to be part of a group of Jaffna Central College (JCC) old boys who were 
instrumental in the launching of the JCC Old Boys Association in Canada. I can proudly say that this group who was so 
enthusiastic and determined in forming an association is no other than a young team of criketers who had made Canada 
their home after the 1983 communal troubles in SriLanka.

I considered it a great privilege and honor when these schoolmates of mine, especially the late Jeya Kanaganayagam, late 
Thirukumar and their team, approached me and discussed their interest and keenness to inaugurate the association. We 
then contacted as many old boys and schoolteachers who had also made Canada their home and lived in Toronto. They 
were very supportive of our decision and gave us all the encouragement to go ahead with our plans.

th
Our first inaugural meeting was held with great enthusiasm at a Church hall in Toronto on the 19  of October, 1992. It was 
well attended by many teachers and old boys, young and old. I consider it to be a great honor to have been elected the first 
President of the JCC Old Boys Association in Canada. The committee consisted of the following 11 members:

President Mr. Krish Jeyanathan
Vice Presidents: Late Mr. Jeya Kanaganayagam

Mr. T. Pararajasingham
Mr. S.D. Jeyasingham

Secretary Late Mr.K.J.Thirukumar
Asst. Secretary Mr. D.C. Balrajah
Treasurer Mr. K.M. Shanthikumar
Asst. Treasurer Mr. S. Perinpanathan
Committee Members Mr. Nada Jeyadevan, Mr. M. Muruganandarajah, Mr. D. Puradchidasan

Dr. S. Sooriabalan, Mr. T. Sripathy & Mr. S. Yogasinghe

st thThe 1  committee meeting was held on the 5  of November 1992 at my residence. At this meeting, Mr. Parajasingam agreed 
to draw up the constitution, and it was also decided that the association would be registered as a non profit organization, 
focusing more on the aspects of service orientation.

One of the main objectives of the Association was to maintain contact with the principal and the school, offering support 
and providing assistance in helping them maintain the high standard of the school. The Association also helped deserving 
students and teachers of the school to further their academic pursuits.

st nd
With these objectives in mind we hosted our 1  Annual Dinner Dance in the fall of 1993 and the 2  in the fall of 1994. The 
Annual Dinner Dance provides an opportunity for the Old Centralites to reminisce our long lost school days and to meet 
old school friends and their families, the staff members and well wishers of our school living in this country.  On both these 
occasions we were overwhelmed by the support and encouragement shown by the members and the well wishers. We are 
very grateful to them for their participation and would like to thank them for their generous contributions which enabled us 
to make a generous donation of $5000.00 to our school in the year 1994. 

Since we started our Association in late 1992 we have been successful in widening our scope to accommodate the many 
objectives of our constitution. 

In conclusion, I take this opportunity to thank every old boy and the staff members of JCC who has 
contributed to the growth and success of our OBA. Finally, I wish to thank all the succeeding 
Presidents and their committee members for their sincere hard work in maintaining and keeping the 
Association in very high standing. 

The Birth of the JCC Old Boys Association in Canada
Krish Jeyanathan

(old boy and president OBA Canada 1992 - 1994)



It is interesting that when one begins to reflect on the "good old days" at Jaffna Central one of the things that stand out in 
one's mind is the location itself The first is of course the imposing "cricket grounds." It has been the source of many 
outrageous celebrations at the end of most of the Central-St. John's encounters! We would 'baila' dance our way along the 
Front Street, turn right on to Vembadi Road, take the left at the First Cross Street junction to reach the tall iron gates of the 
Vembadi Girls' hostel. There at the gates, the noisy celebrations would gather extra momentum as if it was the girls inside 
had hit all the sixes and boundaries that had given us the victory! Anticipating our arrival the gates would be firmly locked; 
but the girls kept their room-lights on to indicate they were watching us and joining our celebration!

'The grounds' is lined on one side by a row of buildings, each a source treasured memories. It begins with the arresting 

view of the most conspicuous landmark of Jaffna town in those days, the Clock Tower. It left such an impression on me 

when I first joined Jaffna Central as a little boy (in what would be grade III these days) that its memory looms larger than 

the Eiffel Tower, the Empire State, or even our own Post Office Tower! Although by then it was already a historic 

monument, I cannot remember any day it failed to show the correct time, and it is perhaps the only public building in Jaffna 

that got a colour-wash from time to time!

Next to it stands the Lockwood House, the two-story house that Principal C. A. Smith built, almost with his own hands, as 
residence for the ministers of St. Peter's Church. I recall him standing there, day- after-day, supervising the workers who 
made the concrete blocks to build up the structure. And when the frame of the roof was in place, most of the "grown ups" 
from the "baby boarding" stood in a line from the place where the tiles were piled up, winding up the stairways all the way 
to the second flow and to the ladder that touched the rafters, passing the tiles hand to hand to the workers that put them in 
place. At the end of the day we were all invited to the Principal's bungalow, No.1, Front Street, for a cup of Vanilla Ice 
Cream, a rare and delicious treat in those days. We in the 'baby' hostel had a continuous "connection" with this house; 
every time the water tank on the top of the house filled up and water began to spill out  of the overflow pipe, one of us was 
expected to run up to Peter or Mendis to ask them to switch off the water pump!

This house, which stood just across the little playground that separated it from the Baby Hostel, housed some of the people 
that have left deep impressions on my life. D. T. Niles, who followed "Smithar" as Principal, had this house as the "base" 
for his international travels! He put Jaffna on the world map, and we are yet to meet a preacher with the eloquence, 
authority and charisma that DT exhibited in the pulpit. Then came Donald Barlow- slender, tall, always oozing with 
friendly smile and with the happiest and longest face I have ever seen! Decades later my brother Ariarajah, also of the baby 
hostel, occupied the same house as the minister of St. Peter's Church. "My claim to live in this house," he said jokingly, "is 
that I helped to put the roof when it was first built!"

Next to Lockwood House was the "Baby" Hostel itself (Now called Trimmer Hall), which holds for me some of the 
fondest memories. Of course there were no babies there; most of us had grown up there into robust teenagers, and I lived 
there for nearly 10 years until we were moved to the Senior Hostel for the 'last few school years. It is here that we made life 
long friends; it here that we had to find ways of out-smarting our burger matron, Lambroken, whom we always referred to 
as "Leg-broken," and those who followed her; it is here that we longed for the Sunday meal that had the fatty meat curry 
made of lamb meat that Smithar imported directly from his home country of Australia; and it is here that we had to stand at 
the beginning of a row of toilets without doors, call out 'one,' 'two,' 'three' and 'four' for responses from any that were 
occupied, and proceed to the empty one turning our faces from any that were occupied.

Next, at the beginning of the Front Street, was the Principal's bungalow that Rev. and Mrs. Smith and their son Clement 
(now a missionary doctor in Australia) occupied. When DT became both principal of the college and the minister of St. 
Peter's he moved into the Lockwood house, leaving Rev. Lewis and Mary Julian to live in the Principal's bungalow. It here 
that they had their two daughters, one of whom had an additional Tamil name, "Malar." These two, with hearts of gold, 
perfected their fluency in Tamil. "Julian Pothagar," almost a pandit in Tamil, walked about like the Leaning Tower of Pisa 
because of a spinal injury sustained in war. But many of us leaned on him for inspiration for a self-less life fully committed 

Kingsley Ariaratnam
(old boy and president OBA Canada 1995/96)

“Good Old Days” at Jaffna Central

Jaffna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir
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to service; and Mary Julian was the kindest nurse in our times of illness; never met anyone more kind ever before or after! 

Next to it, tucked away from view, was the Senior Hostel; then the cricket coach 'Thambyah Master's' house, and the 
CoJlege itself- with the important "land marks" of the Peddy Kadal}across the comer of the street in front of St. Peters, 
Kandiah Kadai at the back at the First Cross Street junction, leading to the V.T. Moses where we could buy not only note 
books and pencils but also a 'rubber sweet' for a cent! Kandiah Kadai had a layout that made it possible to hide if Smithar or 
any other teacher showed up to check the place while we enjoyed the vadai, kathali valai palam, and plain-tea during 
school hours!

But what gave the College the majestic look that went with its reputation were those rounded massive pillars in front of the 

Romaine Hall and the adjoining St. Peter's Church - so massive that four of us had to join hands to embrace anyone of the 

columns.

But behind these impressive buildings stood people, particularly teachers, men and women, who left profound 
impressions on us. Each of them had their own personalities and we had our own 'names' for them to highlight their 
idiosyncrasies, including such fond names like Chakkar, Paniyar, Pallar, and Kaddaiyar! But now, looking back at those 
formative years of our lives, we are so grateful for what they had been to us. It is difficult to begin to name them, but most of 
us are aware of those teachers that stand in our memories as people who had shaped something of what we have become 
today, each in their own way.

It is said that when they finished building the St. Paul's Cathedral in London, some people were so impressed with the 
architectural achievement that they wanted to build a memorial to its architect, Sir Christopher Wren. "That would be an 
insult," said others, "The cathedral itself is the memorial monument to his achievement" In the same way, the College itself 
is a memorial to principals like C. A. Smith and so many teachers that gave themselves in our service.

Backto the Cricket Ground, I recall that on the night before the Central-St. John's match each year, 'Smithar' would show 
us the film, "Don Bradman," a film on the greatest batsman of all times  from his own country. It was his way of inspiring 
the team and all of who would come to cheer them into victory.

It is of interest that the College Song is also built on the image of the cricket match.

"Wet, the ground; and wind, opposing; 
Just ten minutes left to play!
Play up Central, never reposing
On the gains of yesterday!"

And it gently moves us to the play ground of real life: 
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Heartiest congratulations to our OBA for celebrating cooking, having camp fires, singing, dancing, and 
th meeting many other scouts from various schools of the 100  Anniversary of the founding of JCC,OBA in 

the Province.  During our time Mr. P. Manoharan was Jaffna. I am grateful to the Lord for my days at Jaffna 
our scout master, a kind hearted, pleasant and ever Central,13 years in total. Jaffna Central always had a 
smiling soul who met every criteria of the word very interesting and colourful calendar throughout 
gentleman.  He was a true scout, ever ready and the year. Athletic meets, soccer matches, cricket 
willing to help any body at any time.  matches, prize giving days,H.S.C Union 

dinners,Saraswathy Poojas,Carol services and 
Prize giving days were very colourful events, exhibitions to name a few.
rewarding for those who had worked hard with their 
books.  During the Primary and Middle school days I As a primary school student we always looked 
had mixed feelings about these events because I was forward to the last day of the term which our then 
always picked up to play the female role in the plays Principal, Rev.Smith would address the students in 
or in the group dancing.  We had days of practice Tamil and then distribute candies. It was not the 
under the supervision of Miss. Thambiah, Miss. candies that mattered but the way it was carried out 
Joseph, and Miss. Somasundram.  Looking back it term after term, year after year by the Australian 
was fun dressing up like a girl but thank God I didn't missionary.
turn out to be a cross dresser!

At the age of 8, I learned the first steps of Baila 
Then the school sports meets  the excitement of track dancing at the Central- St.John's cricket match- the 
and field practices under the watchful eyes of Mr. T. big match of the north. What fun we had year after 
Selvarajah, along with the daily consumption of a year at the “friendly” battles!  The music of the 
glass of ovaltine and an egg, never thought about our guitars, mouth organs, accordions, bongos, and the 
cholesterol levels.  Mr. Nava Niles was always our rabanas combined with the singing and dancing of the 
favourite announcer for these events with his crispy bailas made the event more entertaining.  Of course, 
clear, commanding voice.  added to this was the high pitched cheering by the 

girls from out sister school Vembadi - God bless their 
The H.S.C Union dinners were very memorable voice boxes.  There were some of us who wanted to 
evenings for every senior student for various reasons.  celebrate the event by fortifying their blood stream 
A chance to wear full suit on a humid evening and to with a kind of fermented Palmyra juice, 
dine in western style.  A very formal event with full affectionately called “panapaptan”.  Some of them 
courses starting with the soup.  An occasion to argued that it was a good source of vitamin B 
practice the art of using fork and knife without complex, which they lacked during the hot 
causing any injury to the innocent person seated next afternoons.  
to you.  There were rare occasions when the chicken 
on our plates suddenly became alive, and landed on Another event which we enjoyed during our early 
the plate of the other.  Also a chance to listen to Mr. days was the film shows organized and shown by Mr. 
Guitan and his band playing the good, old songs of Victor Rajaratnam.  They were mostly shown on a 
the mid fifties and sixties, year after year.  If you were Friday evening and we thoroughly enjoyed the 
very lucky you may get a “once in a life time chance” cartoons and the western cowboy movies filmed in 
of sitting next to a student representative from one of black and white.  What a way to start our weekend.  
the girls schools.  Then of course the “after dinner 
speeches” full of puns and jokes aimed at various As a cub and later as a scout I learnt quite a lot of 
members of the staff.  We also enjoyed attending such practical things, from reef knot to real issues of life.  
functions in other schools and we were considered to We thoroughly enjoyed the annual scout camping 
be the “chosen ones” when picked to attend the held at the Old Park, sleeping inside canvas tents, 

MY MEMORIES OF GOOD, OLD CENTRAL
Dr. T. Sooriabalan MBBS, MRC Psych (UK), FRCP 

(Old boy, Past President-JCCOBA,Canada: Consultant Psychiatrist, Scarborough General Hospital, Toronto)
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H.S.C. Union dinner at a girls school.  Needless to for a packet of peanuts.  It was no wonder that when I 
say it had sparked school day romances in a few who went to England, I felt I was in a very familiar 
were under the influence of full moon.  surrounding.  

On a serious note, we are thankful to the years and It was standard joke during our time that any student 
years of dedicated service of the teachers who taught who was sacked form his school, could be accepted at 
patiently and helped us to achieve our dreams.  Mrs. Jaffna Central.  Very true but those who joked, failed 
Mathiaparanam who taught us maths in Middle to understand the compassion and sympathy shown 
school, Mr. Nadarajah who made the boring civics by our principals towards these unfortunate ones.  
and history classes into very fascinating ones, Mr. Central had students form all walks of life.  The 
Rajasenan for his lively zoology lectures punctuated school hostel was a “mini U.N.”. Sinhalese, 
by the “annual jokes” and for his neat dissections of Burghers, Muslims and Tamils from all parts of the 
rats, frogs and cockroaches.  Thanks to Mr. Island came to live and study together.  I am very 
Thiruchelvam and Mr. Balasundram for their proud to be a product of such an institution.  
chemistry lessons, Mr. Vigneswaran and Mr. 
Nadarajah for the physics education.  Special Well, it is nearly two decades since I left my 
mention should be made of late Mr. Paramanantham, homeland and I am very “homesick”.  Through the 
a very dedicated teacher who taught us botany and media and others when we hear the tragic stories of 
chemistry, organized botanical excursions and school our land, our heart bleeds, our eyes are dry, no more 
picnics, and spent hours after school preparing us for tears to shed.  Oh God, forgive us for the sins of our 
the University examinations.  In a material world past, please grant us peace and tranquility, let our 
where time was equated with money, he gave hours younger generation live in harmony.  
and hours of his valuable time free of charge.  

I still hope and pray that one day we will be back in 
Thanks to late Mr. E.T. Rajaratnam and Mr. good old Jaffna to see the Choc and Blue flag flying 
Ratnasingam for teaching our mother tongue.  We high with children playing merrily in the field.  My 
thoroughly enjoyed Treasure Island with Mr. God bless all those who have sacrificed their lives for 
Alagakone, our English teacher.  However, he put us the betterment of the students.  
to sleep during the civics lessons.  I suppose the 
Donoughmore Constitution was too much to handle 
at that time by our 11 year old brains!  We were very 
alert for the arithmetic class taught by Mr. Vellupillai, 
which immediately followed our napping session.  
The first and the only time I received “Pirapam 
palam” was for not memorizing the thirteenth times 
table!  If I remember correctly, that day except for 
two students, the whole class received the “palam”.  
Obviously, the number 13 was unlucky for many of 
us.  However, Mr. Vellupillai was a very good teacher 
and a man with a heart of gold.  

On a lighter note, we may fail to go to the temple on 
Fridays or attend the church services on Sundays but 
never failed to pay our Sunday homage to the Regal 
“Matha”.  It was part of the “curriculum” for most of 
the Centralites.  The 4pm “arati”/“service” was very 
popular as we would be home by 6.0pm.  Our 
unsuspecting parents thought we had returned from a 
game of cricket at the college grounds.  One rupee 
was more than enough for the “pooja”, 65 cents for 
the front seat reservation in the gallery and 25 cents 
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Jaffna Central College and I …

Remembering A Lifetime …
By Saravanamuttoo Yoganathan, Past President of JCC OBA of Canada  1999/2000

My thoughts go back to the year 1949 when I joined Jaffna Central College as a 5 year old student in the Lower 
Kindergarten, carrying a slate, a piece of chalk, and a lead pencil. At that time those were the only things you used for 
learning, whether you are rich or poor.   My Lower School, Middle School and Upper School education, all throughout at 
Jaffna Central  14 long years in one school with only the GCE Certificate at the end.  Why such a long time?  During this 
time, at the end of every year, a promotion test is held, but whether you pass or fail the exam, you are automatically 
promoted to the upper class.  However, when it comes to GCE 'O' Level  a Government Exam  our good old school 
couldn't do anything for us, but it allowed us to stay on in the same class for 3 years so that we could sit for the GCE exam 
for more than 5 times.  Also, we made our own classes  first GCE Upper, next year GCE Special and the following year 
GCE Super.  Our classroom is Romaine Cook Hall North, South & East  more than 60 students, including some Prefects, 
Best Cricketers, the entire Soccer Team and all the best athletes  backed by most of the Central spirited teachers, who were 
always supporting the Sports and the sportsmen.

During this long period, I have seen 3 Principals, Rev. C. A. Smith, Dr. T. C. Niles and Mr. A. E. Thambar.  Some teachers 
had been there for more than 20 years, some only for a few years.  I really enjoyed as a Middle School student during Rev. 
C. A. Smith's time.  We witnessed him building the 'Match-box  Van'.  The Jaffna Central Carnival was very interesting 
when he brought Gun-Boat Jack and his wife from abroad, to ride a Red Indian motor cycle inside the 'Well of Death' (first 
time in Ceylon's history).  The school went on strike also during Rev. Smith's time.  I still remember him in his pair of 
white shorts and shirt and stockings, riding a push bicycle with a cane in his hand and going around to 'Kandiah Kadai', 
'Milk Bar' and 'Central Café' to see if any of the students were out there, smoking.  One time Kandiah himself was caned in 
the middle of First Cross Street and Chapel Street junction for selling cigarettes to students.  At times, you could even see 
Rev. Smith at the Regal Theatre around 6:30 p.m. to catch the hostel students coming out after the 4:30 matinee show.  
Most of them got their caning on the spot.  Believe it or not, but there were times when St. John's students too got caned by 
mistake.

In 1960, during Harthal, Gandhi McIntyre of Jaffna Central organized a procession with other schools and it was a big 
success.

It is sad when we hear of some of our own classmates' tragic deaths, while they are still young.  

In 1962 some of us left school and started the 'Senate' at our own school grounds, which starts at 7:00 p.m. with two of our 
favourite teachers, Mr. Kirubarajah and Mr. Kirubaharan.  Life went on like this even after school in Jaffna.  Even though 
we were back-benchers, most of our teachers' advice to us was 'Do not give up hope in life'.  That helped us to look forward 
to our future.

I am very glad that I am still in touch with most of my classmates and very happy that they are doing really well in their life.  
Most of them are in England and Australia.

Finally, it is a great pleasure for me to be a Past President of Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association of Canada.  We 
are doing our best for our school back home for the past 10 years.  More than I explaining about our activities in Canada, it 
is best for you to read and know about our services to our old school and to Canada, in the following pages.

Always be proud to be an old Centralite.

 

 



I am greatly delighted to be associated with Jaffna Central College, as a student from 1947 to 1957 and thereafter 
involved with the Old Boys Associations in Jaffna, Colombo and Canada for almost 59 years.  Of the 100 years 
of the Alumni Associations existence since 1906, I am proud to record my association with the Old Boys' 
Associations continuously for almost 50 years, the latter half of its existence.

With the founding of Jaffna Central College in 1816 and with my association with the College for almost 60 
years, I proudly recall the days of  Rev. C.A. Smith, Rev. Dr. D.T.Niles, M/S. J. C.Charles, A.E.Thamber, 
K.Thievananthampillai,  T.I. Abraham, S.Ratnasingam, V.A. Alagacone, K.Mathiaparanam,  Ariaratnam,  
S.Mahalingam, S.Arunachalam,  R.K. Rajasenan,  M.Paramananthan,   Selvarajah Thambiah,  V.D. 
Jeyaratnasingam, S.Pararajasingam, Sebaratnam and Comrades N.Ethirveerasingam and Pararajasingam,  
K.Thayaparan, K.Kanageswaran, S.Thavalingam and  Suntharalingam,  R.K.V.Premachandra, Bunny 
Vantwest, Gauthamadasa, M. Sivasithamparam, K.Somaskandan, S.Kandasamy, Librarian K. Manickavasagar, 
V.T. Ganeshalingam, V.T.Sivalingam and V.T. Suntharalingam, who are worthy to be mentioned, for their 
stewardship, encouragement and  training and comradeship given by them at Central.
 
On immigrating to Canada during the year 1994, my first contact was a call from the one and only Late 
Thirukumar who invited me over the Phone  to attend the Central Nite Get-together and Dinner Dance. I gladly 

thaccepted the opportunity and attended the Central Nite Get-together and Dinner on Saturday 15 . October 1994, 
( just a week after my arrival in Canada ) conducted at  St. Gabriel's  Church Hall and met numerous Old 
Centralites at that function.  Thereafter due to Late Thirukumar's instigation and compelling request, I did get 
associated with the activities and the administration of the Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association of  
Canada, since 1995. Since then I have been elected as a Committee Member and thereafter elected to hold  office 
as the Assistant Treasurer, Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, Secretary,  Vice President and President. Thus started 
my association with the Alumni Association of Canada.

I am proud to be the General Secretary in office with Dr. T.Sooriabalan as President, in organizing our maiden 
thCultural Show “ Mathiya Theepam “ in conjunction with the 180 . Anniversary Celebration of our College,  

staging at Winston Churchill Collegiate Institute on Saturday May 24, 1997, which was a great success and 
gained praise from all parts of Toronto and the Media. Our aim is to evolve a Joint Scholarship Scheme with the 
support of the O.B.A., Branches all over the Globe in order to assist the bright and needy children of our Alma 
mater, to pursue their Higher Education in Sri Lanka.  This Cultural show was conducted annually for Six years 
up to 2002, and the Sixth  Mathiya Theepam was conducted on  Saturday May 11, 2002 at Winston Churchill 
Collegiate Institute.

I also wish to recall and remember with great pain of mind that, during my office as General Secretary, we were 
th

unfortunate to lose two great Stalwarts  Jeya Kanaganayagam on 24 . January 1997 and  the one and only 
Kantharatnam Joseph Thirukumar on 23th. January 1998. We fondly remember both  Late  Jeya 
Kanaganayagam  and Late K. J. Thirukumar, who laid their life's for the greater glory of our Alma-mater Jaffna 
Central College  in particular   and for the greater glory of   J.C.C.O.B.A. Canada on the whole. The memory of  
Jeya Kanaganayagam and  Thirukumar  lingers in our Hearts and it is our fervent prayer that their souls rest in 
peace with God.

We  the  J.C.C.O.B.A. Canada also  created history by releasing a Commemorative Stamp in Commemoration 
th

of the Milestone achievement Celebrating the 100 . Cricket Anniversary of the Cricket encounter between 
Jaffna Central and St. John's Colleges. This Commemorative Stamp depicting the College Crest of chocolate, 

Message From The Past President Chelvaratnam Ramasamy
President, J.C.C.O.B.A. Canada   2001  And  2002
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Blue and Gold of Jaffna Central and the Red  and Black of St. John's Colleges, was released on the Cultural 
Night “ Mathiya Deepam 2001 “ at Woburn Collegiate Institute Auditorium and the First issue was presented to 
our Old Boy and Staff member Mr. T.Pararajasingham.

Another humanitarian services that was undertaken  by the Alumni Association of Canada was the Walk-A-
Thon organized in support  of the Hospital for Sick Children Foundation  at the Morningside Park Area 5, 
Scarborough, on Saturday June 30, 2001 from 8.30 A.M., to 10.30 A.M., followed by the Joint Picnic with our
Sister College Vembadi. 

Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association of Canada have created history in Canada by being the FIRST 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION IN CANADA to organize and continue the  Jaffna's Big Match Jaffna Central  St. 
John's Cricket Encounter for 17 years continuously; the FIRST ALUMNI ASSOCIATION to organize a Walk-
A-Thon in support of a Canadian Service Organization and the FIRST to publish  a Canadian Stamp in 
commemoration of an achievement in Sports in Jaffna, which were possible only due to the untiring efforts of 
the Members of the Committee and by the overwhelming support of the Membership, the Donors of Trophies 
and the Business Establishments who have  responded positively to our requests for Sponsorship and 
advertising to ensure the overall success of the programs we organized during the last 15 years.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize the Members are the Assets of every Association. It will only prosper 
with the Unity and dedication of all the members.  “ United we stand  divided we fall “, with this belief and with 
your unstinted support and overwhelming attendance at all our Programmes, I have firm faith that we can 
implement our programms for the development of the College  in an effective way. Always keep in mind that the 
Events are yours to participate. I also kindly request each and every member to uses his influence to enroll as 
many members as possible and sincerely hope each of you will share my enthusiasm for the goals we can 
accomplish together. Together we will aspire to take this Association to greater heights.

We wish to Thank all Old Centralites, their Families and Friends for your help  and moral support, and wish to 
convey our sincere appreciation to our Sponsors, Banner and Souvenir Advertisers for their generous assistance 
and appeal for your  continued support in our efforts to  assist our Alma mater at the hour of need.

Hence, the need of the hour is to come together and consolidate our efforts solidly behind the Old Boys 
Association, so that our Association will go from strength to strength and we could jointly be of greater help to 
our “ Alma Mater and the Students of our College “.

Jaffna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir
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It gives me pleasure to refer to the birth and growth of The inaugural meeting was held at a church basement 
the JCC,OBA of Canada. When I arrived in Canada in in Oct.1992. At that meeting the following were 
1986,from Dubai, I found that there was no elected as office bearers:
Association of the JCC in Canada, despite the fact President:             Kris Jeyanathan
that there were many old boys of JCC living in Vice Presidents:    Jeya Kanaganayagam
Canada. I also found that there were senior teachers                              T.Pararajasingam
like Mr. K. Rajasenan, and Mr. Jeyasingam in                              S.Jeyasingam
Toronto. After lengthy discussions with them and Secretary:             K.J.Thirukumar
other old boys like the late Mr. K.J. Thirukumar, we Asst. Secretary:    D.C.Balarajah
decided to form a group. When we contacted the old Treasurer:             K.M.Shanthikumar
boys, their response was very positive, and we went Asst. Treasurer:     S.Perinpanathan
on with our efforts of forming the group. The initial Committee:           M.Muruganantharajah
meeting of this group took place at Mathy's residence                               Nada.Jeyadevan
around mid 1989 with about fifteen old boys. In that                               D.Puradchithasan
meeting the following decisions were made:                               T.Sri Pathy 

1. To contact as many old boys as possible and                               S.Yogasingam
to start an Association of JCCOBA.

2. To explore the possibility of a joint venture In 1993, the committee drafted the constitution, and 
with the Vembadi OGA. the Association was subsequently registered as a non-

3. Encourage group activities among old profit organization. Since the formation of the OBA, 
students of our college. we have grown in numbers and strength over the last 

fourteen years. We continue to support our Alma- 
We continued to meet, at the residence of other old Mater in Sri Lanka.
boys and worked to bring together most of the past In conclusion, I would like to thank every old boy 
pupils and teachers. We also spoke to the Vembadi who has contributed to the growth of the OBA, 
OGA, and senior teachers like Mrs. Rasamany especially the Presidents and their committees who 
Rasanayagam, and Mrs. Mani Rajasenan, who were did an excellent job in keeping the Association afloat.
very encouraging. We had a joint Dinner of the group 
with the Vembadi OGA. Before the association was 
formed, as a lover of Cricket, I contacted my friends 
who were Johnians and arranged to play a friendly 
Central St.Johns cricket match. This match was so 
successful that the tradition continues to this day, 
played annually during summer at the  Sunny Brook 
Park, Toronto. This event brings together families 
and friends of the past pupils, and everyone has an 
enjoyable summer day.

Our  discussions continued, and we met at the 
residence of Richard Devapalan to make the final 
arrangements for an inaugural meeting. To mention a 
few who were present; late K.J.Thirukumar, 
K.M.Shanthikumar, Jeya Kanaganayagam , Nada 
Jeyadevan, S.Perinpanathan, M.Muruganatharajah, 
D.Puradchidasan, and Kris Jeyanathan.

Inauguration of the Jaffna Central College OBA(Canada Branch)
By

D.C.Balarajah
( Old boy and past President of JCCOBA, Canada )
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It gives me great pleasure to send this message to the  Souvenir being published to mark 

the 100th Anniversary of the foundation of JCC OBA Jaffna by the Canada branch. We 

remember  with great respect and with thanks the founder  Rev.W.M.P.Wilkes BA ,LCP 

the then Principal of Jaffna Central  College. 

 Being the first school founded in year 1816 in North of Sri Lanka  by the Wesleyan 

missionaries, the faithful and distinguished old boys of the college living in different 

countries got  themselves together and formed branch Associations in each                   

country. 

The love, humanitarian feelings, dedicatory attitude for the  immediate needs of our school 

students was felt by all the old boys wherever they were. These feelings made the JCC 

OBA, Colombo branch to establish a scholarship scheme for the needy  children to advance 

their studies at school and universities This noble idea was readily accepted by the Branch  

associations in Australia, Canada and UK, who readily gave of  their support and 

cooperation to the project, named Joint  Scholarship Scheme since 2001. 

I take this opportunity to thank all branches for extending their whole hearted support and 

cooperation in our efforts. Praying the ALMIGHTY to give us strength, unity and guidance  

for the continued success of this noble scheme.

The members of the JCC OBA Colombo branch join me in congratulating you all and 

wishing all success in your endeavor to maintain the glorious traditions and standards and 

 mould useful citizens from our school in the years to come. 

  V.R.VADIVETKARASAN. 

  President 

  JCC OBA Colombo Branch. 

  Colombo.

  June.14,2006 

Message from the President of JCC,OBA, Colombo



It is a pleasure to pen a few lines to the Souvenir published by the Jaffna Central College Old 

Boys' Association of Canada to commemorate the 100 years of the founding of the OBA. In 

Jaffna.

We feel proud to see Centralites spread all over the world united under one roof are living to 

the expectations of our Almamater to a line from our college song chorus; “ Central flag must 

ne'er be lowered”.

Jaffna Central has a proud  record to speak of academically and in the field of sports. To 

mention a few who brought honour and credit to our college, Saint Arumugar Navalar heads 

the list followed by Peter Percival, P.T.Cash, Kalapulavar Navaratnam, Rev.D.T.Niles etc. In 

the field of sports our ever green Dr.Nagalingam Ethirveerasingam who brought credit to the 

nation as well as to the college by winning the gold medal in High Jump and creating a record 

at the Asian Games hepd in Japan. Similarly Central  continues to produce men of eminence 

in the academic field as well as in the field of sports, which we should be proud of.

Centenary of the Old Boys' Association is not an easy one. How many milestones this 

Association would have passed to keep the flag flying to bring all Centralites under one roof 

of togetherness. This is all due to the untiring efforts of our predecessors who had toiled hard 

under trying conditions specially during the war time in Jaffna.

It is time that Centralites all over rally round at this hour of need to reach out to their bretheren 

in Jaffna even in a small way. I have reminded of an incident

Message from the President of JCC-OBA, Jaffna
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V.T. Sivalingam
President 
JCC OBA Jaffna
Attorney-at-Law & Notary Public
Management Consultant
Commissioner of Oath
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I am privileged to send this message on behalf of the Vembadi Old Girls Association  
th(VOGA) for the souvenir being published to mark the 100  anniversary of the founding of 

Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association.  It warms my heart to see that Centralities are 

upholding such traditions even so far away from home. 

There are those educational institutions whose name alone invokes thoughts of greatness; 

Central is among those institutions.  Students at Central go on in life to become leaders in 

their fields, bringing respect and prestige to the institution that nurtured them.  It is indeed a 

testament to Central that its past students maintain such high standards over the years, and 

even more so that they do it here in Canada, oceans away from their beloved school.

Vembadi and Central are siblings and today's event brings nostalgic memories of years gone 

by.  We not only relive our old school bonds here in Canada  we make them stronger.  Over the 

past few years we have worked together on many occasions and I am delighted today, on 

behalf of VOGA, to extend our support and encouragement for this anniversary celebration.  

We wish this function and its organizers every success.

Rathy Anandarani Arulanantham

 President, 

Vembadi Old Girls’ Association (Canada)

2006

Message from the President of Vembadi Old Girls' Association
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In the heart of Jaffna city stands

A noble school of popular brand

Bequeathed by Methodist mission

Christian education it's faith admission.

Jaffna Central its name renown

In the midst of history wore a crown.

A centenary and four score years old 

Served long years to up-hold 

Virtues Wisdom Veneration Divine 

That sprit of Central ever shine 

Carving on its hall's doorway

Depict play study and pray 

Care for body mind and soul

Was school's concern, its righteous goal

National school of nation's pride

Served Sri Lanka countrywide  

Professional's pedagogues politicians true

The school produced no few

Tamils Singhalese Muslims Burghers 

Mingled freely, all like brothers

No cast creed colour or kind 

Then did cleave us, be mankind 

But ethnic war in recent times 

Struck the school in northern climes 

It has it's rise, but will never fall 

“LET'S BUILD CENTRAL” my clarion call

The college colours Chocolate, and Blue 

Flag flew high as the college grew

With pomp and pride and blessing showered 

Central's Flag will never be lowered.

Jafna Central  national schoold of nation's pride
P.Monokeran 

Old Boy and Teacher of JCC 
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xU kdpjdpd; tho;tpy; gy guhaq;fs; cz;L. aho;kj;jpa fy;Yhupj; jha; vd;lgjid ehk; 
,jpy; ,sikg; guhak; mjpKf;fpakhdJ. fhuzk;; ,jd;%yk; czHe;J nfhs;syhk;.
| ,sikapw; fy;|  vd;w fy;tpg;guhak; 
Muk;gkhtNj ,q;Fjhd;> ,e;jg;guhaj;jpy;jhd; MJkl;Lky;y> fy;tpapy; vj;jid Jiwfs; 
njhlq;Ffpd;wJ. vd; gpQ;Rf; iffisg;gw;wp vd; cz;Nlh mj;jid JiwfspYk; rpwg;ghf 
je;ij aho; kj;jpa fy;Yhup vd;Dk; Gdpjkhd khztHfis cUthf;fpa ngUik ,e;j 
mwpthyaj;Js; vd;id mioj;Jr; nrd;wNghJ mwpTr;rhiyf;F cz;L. gy itj;jpa 
mjd; ngUikia> Gfio ehd; ed;F mwpe;jpUf;f e pGzHfisAk ; > rl ;l NkijfisAk ; > 
epahakpy;iy. fhuzk; mg;nghOJ vdf;F taJ nghwpapayhsHfisAk;> fzf;fhsHfisAk;> 
vl;L kl;LNk. Mdhy; Vwj;jhs xU Ehw;whz;Lf;F fy;tpf; fz;jpwe;j Mrpupag; ngUe;jiffs;> 
Nky; mwpQHfis cUthf;Fk; ,e;j | mwpQHfs; tpupTiuahsHfs;> NghuhrpupaHfisAk;> Fbapay; 
ciyf;fsj;jpy;| ehDk; ciyapy; ,lg;gl;L epHthf cj;jpNahfj;jHfisAk;> Gfo;ngw;w 
mbj;J epkpHj;jg;gl;L xU mwpTil Majkhf tpisahl;L tPuHfisAk;> ,ir eldf; 
ntspNa te;Njd;. vd; fy;YhupAk; mq;F fiyQHfisAk;> Vd; ngUikkpf;f tHj;jfg; 
vOj;jwptpj;j ,iwtHfisAk;> vq;fs; kPJ gpuKfHfisAk; cUthf;fpa xg;gw;w jha; ,ts;
mtHfs; fhl;ba mjPj ghrk;> ghpT> fz;fhzpg;G> 
jz;bg;G vd;gd vk;ik rigeLNt epkpHe;J epw;Fk; Ntg;gkur; NrhiyfSk;> mofpa fl;blq;fSk;> 
kdpjHfs; Mf;fpaJ vd;gNj cz;ik. ehk; caHe;J epw;Fk; kzpf;$l;L NfhGuKk;> lhf;lH 
jiyfis caHj;jp epw;f vkJ fy;Yhupj;jha; Rg;gpukzpak; G+q;fhTk; Mfpa kz;Zf;F ngUik 
vkf;F nra;j gzptpilfs; Vuhsk;! Vuhsk; !! NrHj;j Ehy; epiyaKk; jd;idr; #o;e;J epw;f 

,itfSf;F eLehafkhf xsp tPRk; ~ kj;jpa 
Gul;rpf; ftp ghujp jd;ghl;by; nrhd;dhd; ----  jPgkhd~ vkJ md;id Vwj;jhs 190 Mz;Lfshf 
gps;isfs; ngw;wje;jg; G+id ,it NgUf;nfhU mNj GJg; nghypTld;> ,sikAld; 
epwkhFk;. rhk;gy; epwnkhU Fl;b> fUQ; rhe;J ,yq;Ffpd;whs;> Jyq;Ffpd;whs;. mtspd; 
epwnkhU Fl;b> ghk;gpd; epwnkhU Fl;b> gRk; rPupTikj; jpwd; NkYk; nghypTw thoitf;f 
ghypd; epwnkhU Fl;b------ ,e;j tupfspd; ep[j;ij Ntz;ba ghupa nghWg;G kj;jpa fy;YhupAs; 
vkJ fy;Yhupapy; fz;Nlhk;. ,dNgjk;> fhyb gjpj;J fy;tp ngw;w> ngWfpd;w. 
tHf;fNgjk;> kjthjk; mw;w xU mUikahd ngwg;Nghfpd;w mj;jid neQ;rq;fSf;Fk; cz;L 
mofhd el;G epiwe;j #oiy ,e;jf; vdf;$wp vd;idAk; vd;Nghd;w gy; 
fy;tpr;rhiy vkf;Fj; je;jJ. Mk;> jkpoH> Mapuf;fzf;fhd khztHfisAk; rig eLNt 
rpq;fstH> ,];yhkpaH> gwq;fpaH vd gy epkpHe;J cyttpl;l vkJ aho; kj;jpa 
,dj;ijr; rhHe;j khztHfSk;> MrpupaHfSk; fy ;Yhu pj ; j ha ;f ;F ehk ;  vd ;nwd ;Wk ;  
,q;F xU $iuapd; fPo; vkJ fy;tpj;jhAld;; $b flikg;gl;ltHfshNthk;. MtHfSf;F vk; 
tho;e;jhHfs;. XU jha;f;F vg;gb jd; Foe;ijfs; rpuk;jho;e;j ed;wpfs;> gzpthd tzf;fq;fs; 
Nky; vy;yhk; ghugl;rk; ,d;wp md;G fhl;l vd;Wk; cupajhFf.
KbANkh mJ ,q;F ep[khf epfo;e;jJ. rfy 
r%f khztHfSf;Fk;; fy;tpg; grp jPHj;j ~ vk; kj;jpa fy;Yhupj;jhapd; kzpf;nfhb vd;Wk; 
fiythzp ,ts;. jho;e;jjpy;iy~

vkJ fy;Yhupf;F xU mopah tuyhW cz;L. 
Mq;fpNya fpwp];jt kprdupahy; elj;jg;gl;l 
,e;j fy;tpf;$lj;jpy; irtk; tsHj;j ehtyH 
ngUkhd; mtHfs; fy;tp Nghjpj;jhH vd;gJk; 
Gdpjkhd tptpypa Ntjj;ij Kjd;Kjy; jkpopy; 
nkhopngaHj;jhH vd;gJk; xU mopah tuyhW. 
,e;jr; rupj;jpuk; vq;fs; kj;jpa fy;Yhupapy; 
epfo;e;jJ. vj;Jiz ngUikf;F cupats; vk; 
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Today Jaffna Central is 190 years old and its alumni Life is full of options, choices and opportunities. God 
association has been in existence for 100 years. I had has a plan and a purpose for each and every life that 
the good fortune of joining the staff of this great will ultimately lead to the complete fulfillment of 
institution in 1954. My association with the college one's destiny. My intention was to get into teaching 
spans a period of 52 years. The best years of my life job and use that as a stepping stone to get a better job 
were spent at Jaffna Central. This institution in course in the Fisheries Department or the Agricultural or the 
of its existence has produced outstanding men of medical Department as an entomologist. This was my 
eminence in every field. Schools, like families, have plan but god had his plan for me and god's plan 
their tradition. It is by these traditions that schools are prevailed.
known and respected. Honesty, integrity, self- 
sacrifice, compassion and non- discrimination are Teaching is a sacred trust. In my case teaching was in 
some of the qualities ingrained in the traditions of my blood. My grandfather was a head teacher in a 
Jaffna Central College. mission school. My father retired as Principal of 

Atchuvely Christian College. Our family had been 
It was in April 1954 that I finished my studies in involved in education for more than one hundred 
Madras Christian College and returned to my home in years.  
Jaffna. I reached home on a Saturday morning quite 
oblivious as to what my future was going to be. After My first day at Central is still fresh in my memory. I 
breakfast I sat on the front verandah with day's news was officially introduced to the staff and students at 
papers. There was the “Daily News” and the weekend the morning assembly.  I was given H.S.C first year, 
“Morning Star”. My eyes caught an advertisement in H.S.C repeats and a special S.S.C class. My first 
both papers. The advertisement read as follows: “ period was with the H.S.C repeats.  As I walked into 
Wanted for Jaffna Central College, for immediate the class, I was given a warm reception.  I made use of 
appointment, a graduate( preferably  an honours the time to get to know the students and they were 
graduate) to teach zoology in the Higher School given the chance to get to know me.  From that class a 
Certificate Classes”.I showed the advertisement to good number entered the University that year. About 
my father and he asked me to contact Mr. Charles, the five for Medicine, one for Veterinary Science and a 
Vice-Principal , who was well known to him. When I few for Science degrees. A few days after I joined the 
met Mr.Charles at him home, he looked at me in his staff, my friend Puthirasingam who had majored in 
inimitable way asked me “ Thamby what can I do for Botany also joined the staff.  
you?”. I introduced myself and told him that I had just 
finished an honours degree in zoology at Madras At the time I joined the staff, the College had an 
Christian College and returned only this morning and excellent tutorial staff.  In the English Department 
that I had come in response to the advertisement. He were teachers l ike Rev. Smith,  Messrs.  
was excited and behaved as if he had won a sweep. He Theivananthampillai,  Mahalingam, Victor 
said the Principal was away on holidays and that he Rajaratnam, Alahakoen and Kulasegarasingam.  
would be returning soon. He more or less guaranteed Later additions were Messrs. Balasabapathypillai, 
me a place. S.H. Sethukavalar and Kandiah.  In the Math 

department were Messrs. Jacob, an outstanding Math 
Next Monday morning, I received a telegram from teacher at that time, Arunasalam and Mrs. 
the Principal requesting me to meet him in the college Mathiaparanam.  Later additions were Messrs. 
office. It was holiday time. When I went there that Radhakrishnan, Vigneswaren, S. Nadarajah , 
morning I was introduced to the Principal J.A.T.Sethukavalr and Thambirajah.  In the 
Rev.C.A.Smith by Mr.Charles. He gave me the Chemistry Department  were Messrs. Subramaniam 
necessary forms to fill out. After the formalities were of “Vingnam“ fame , Thiruchelvam, Balasuntharam 
over, the Principal welcomed me and told me the date and Selvaratnam.  Later additions were Messrs. 
of reopening and said my time-table would be ready Navan Niles and Nagaratnam, an excellent 
on that date Chemistry teacher who retired recently as Vice 
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Principal.  In the Physics Department were Messrs. themselves.  Their contributions as Physical Director 
Tamber who retired later as Principal, Vigneshwaran, and as art master respectively, are well known to past 
S. Nadarajah and J.A.T Sethukavalar.  The Biology Centralites.
Department was managed by Messrs. Ariaratnam, 
Vaucheeswaran and Aseervatham.  Later along with There were the office staff, the Librarian, 
me and Puthirasingam four other dedicated teachers, Laboratory attendants, Ground boy, Bus driver, and 
Paramananthan, Kulendran, Sivaveerasingam and Watcher.  The role played by them is no small 
R.A Thambirajah joined the Department.  For measure contributed to the welfare, success and 
Commerce, there were “Kalai Pulavar” Navaratnam, efficient running of the school.  Mr. S. Alagarajah 
M e s s r s .  S . D .  J e y a s i n g a m ,  K a n d a s a m y,  was the chief clerk and he served the institution for 
Balasubramaniam and Miss. P. Chelliah.  In the more than 35 years.  Mr. Benedict was the Accounts 
Geography Department were Messrs. J.C.Charles, clerk and was later succeeded by Mr. Yogarajah.  Mr. 
Manickavasgar, and Pararajasingam.  For History Dharmalingam was the Hostel clerk and she 
there were Messrs. S.H. Sethukavalar and James S. discharged her duties efficiently.  Mr. J.M. 
Storer.  In the Tamil Department were Messrs.Sarma, Selvadurai was Hostel master during Rev. Smith's 
Mathiaparanam, Kumaresan and Rasaratnam. time and later worked in the College office.  The 

laboratory attendants helped to maintain the 
The middle school supervisor at that time was laboratories up-to-date.  The office peons were Mrs. 

Mr. T. J. Abraham who was also the Prefect of Games.  D h a r ma s e n a ,  G u n a d a s a ,  P a r a m a n a t h a n ,  
He did yeoman service to the College in the field of Veerasingham and Annamalai.  Dharmasena was a 
Sports.  In recognition of his services he was awarded jack of all trades trained by Rev. Smith.  He was in 
a Grade I special post by the then administration.  He charge of Plumbing, Electrical and all mechanical 
was succeeded by Mr. N.S.Rathirasingam, as Middle installations in the school.  He had a very rare sense of 
school supervisor.  Later Mr. Rathirasingam was humour and we used to enjoy his jokes.  Mr. K. 
appointed Vice Principal and ended his career as Manickavasagar was the Librarian and he did a very 
Principal.  Brent Lieut. Col. K. Balendra of the Sri good job in re-organizing the Library.  Mr. 
Lanka Cadet Corps. Who took over from Mr. Sinnathamby was the Ground Boy when I joined the 
Rathirasingam as supervisor, was also in charge of staff.  He was quite efficient and later, after 
the College Cadet Corps and was ably assisted by retirement he was in charge of the College Canteen.  
Lieut. Nagaratnam.  Balendra was also in charge of Mr. V. Kandiah who replaced him was an asset to the 
the College Band.  Some of the middle school College and he has served the institution for a number 
teachers at that time were Messrs. E.T. Rasaratnam, of years.  Mr. Menon was the College Driver when I 
P. K .  B a l a s i n g a m ,  Vi c t o r  K i r u p a i r a j a h ,  joined the staff. He was a very efficient Bus Driver 
V.D.Jeyaratnasingam, Kasi  Viswanathan,  and did a number of all Island trips. He also had an 
M.Jeyaratnam, K. Somasegaram, Pavanandan, interesting sense of humor.  He was succeeded by Mr. 
A.M.David, Yogaratnam, Abraham Lincoln, Balasubramamiam. 
Anthonypillai, Philipmery and Basheer.

I will be failing in my duty if I don't mention 
The lower school Head master at the time was Mr. Rasiah.  He formed an integral part of Jaffna 

Mr. Kanagasabai and he was succeeded by Mr. Central.  One cannot imagine Jaffna Central without 
Velupillai.  When Mr. Velupillai retired Mr. V. Rasiah.  He made the College, his home.  He lived in 
Sivarajah was appointed head master and later Mr. T. the room next to the Chemistry laboratory.  He started 
Kanagalingam succeeded him.  The lady teachers in as a laboratory assistant and ended as an overseer.  So 
the lower school were in a class by themselves.  They many generations of students have come in contact 
were Mrs. Richard, Ariaratnam, Thurairatnam, with him.  He helped in the maintenance of the 
Selavarajah, Selvaratnam, Kanagaratnam, J.T. Campus.
Chelliah, P. Rudra, Singaravel, and A. Victoria.  Their 
talent proved very useful in the extra curricular There were about forty students in each of my 
activities of the school too. Two other teachers classes.  Of the forty students some were very keen, 
deserve special mention- Mrs. E.S. Tambiah and S. some were 'unbearable', some 'inconceivable', and 
Sivapragasam.  These two were institutions by some 'impregnable'.  I had to teach everyone of them 



and keep them happy and attentive.  I thank God for to my students and my fellow teachers.  They helped 
the gifts of a sense of humor and ready wit.  I was able me to maintain my youth.
to control them with laughter.  I loved them all and I 
really enjoyed every minute of my teaching at Jaffna Jaffna Central College Alumni Association is 
Central.  I produced very good results since I paid celebrating its Centenary this year.  I remember the 
attention to the weakest students in the class.  good old days before the take-over of schools how we 
Whenever I walked into a class, I was carried away by looked forward to these celebrations.  It was a full day 
the smiles on their faces.  Their faces brighten, their program.  Past students came from all parts of the 
eyes sparkle and one can read the expression on their Island and accommodation was provided in the 
faces.  An expression of anticipation .  They knew hosted for those who did not have any place to stay.  
that in addition to learning, they were going to enjoy The day started with a Cricket match between the past 
some jokes.  Even now when I meet some of my and the present, followed by a soccer match and fancy 
former students, they say that whenever some of them dress parade in the afternoon.  Prizes were awarded to 
meet, their conversation never ends without my name those in the best fancy dresses.  The celebrations 
cropping up.  At the O.B.A Dinner last year, one of came to a close with Dinner in the evening.  The 
my former students walked up to me and said, “Sir, dinners were well attended and the after dinner 
you were more of a friend than a teacher”.  That is speeches were a treat to listen to.  One of the early 
what many others have said to me.  This is because I arrivals for these functions was Mr. Marcus 
had compassion for all of them.  Though I don't Thambiah.  He used to arrive a couple of days early 
publicize them, I have helped many students in and entertain us with some of his experience at Jaffna 
various ways.  Apart from appearing as a defense Central.  The Golden Jubilee of the O.B.A was 
lawyer, on behalf of the students, before the celebrated in Sept. 1956 during the Principalship of 
authorities, I have organized finances for needy Rev. Dr. D.T. Niles.  It was celebrated on a grand 
students, found jobs for the jobless, free meal in the scale.
hostel for students who didn't bring lunch and even 
helped some in finding their life mates.

My students are scattered all over the globe 
and whenever  I meet any of them, some hug me, 
some kiss me and some even cry out of joy to see me 
well and alive and say how grateful they are.  In 2001 
my wife and I went on a holiday to England and about 
fifty or sixty of my former students and about twenty 
five of my wife's students organized a lunch for us 
and we really enjoyed their company.  Last year we 
went to Sydney, Australia and my former students 
organized a BBQ at the Olympic Park and I was able 
to meet some of them.  I was happy to see them all 
doing well.

During the 27 years I was at Jaffna Central, I 
held various positions in the school.  I was Secretary 
of the Teachers' Guild, Basket Ball Coach, Teacher in 
charge of the A.L Science union, Patron of the A.L 
Union, House master of Percival House, Member of 
the Sports committee, Master in charge of the Board 
of prefects, the most responsible student body of the 
College.  I was appointed Vice Principal along with 
Mr. Balasuntharam.  I am 80 years old now but 
people looking at me say I look 70.  My Cardiologist 
was surprised when he found out I was 80.  I owe this 
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Kd;dhs; mjpgh; fhyQ;nrd;w jpU. f. ,uhrJiu 

mth;fs; 1996 etk;gh; khjk; fy;Yhhpia 

nghWg;Ngw;wNghJ fw;wy; fw;gpj;jy; eltbf;iff;fhd 

ngsjPfr; #oy; moptile;jpUe;jJ. ,e;epiyapy; 

vd;ghapUe;j kj;jpaj;jha; nghd;Nghy; cau 

topaikj;jhh; ,th;.  jdJ gjtpjf;fhyj;jpy; 

fy;Yhhpapd; tsh;r;rpf;fhf mauhJ cioj;jjhy; 

cile;j fl;blq;fs; cah;e;J epkph;e;jd> Gjpa 

fl;blq;fs; gl;nlhsp tPRfpd;wd> Gjh;kz;ba Kw;wk; 

G+q;ghthdJ. ,jdhy; rpwe;j mofpa ngsjPfr; #oy; 

cs;s ghlrhiy aho; kj;jpa fy;Y}up vd 2005k; Mz;L 

eilngw;w Njrpa ghlrhiyfspd; mjpgh;fs; $l;lj;jpy; 

fy;tp mikr;rh; $wpaik ,th; gzpf;F fpilj;j 

NgwhFk;.

fy;tpj;Jiwapy; iftplg;gl;Nlhiu mutizj;J 

mth ;fspd ; fy;tpj ;juj ;ij cah ;j ;j paNjhL 

Aj;jfhyj;jpy; tPo;r;rpaile;J nrd;w khzth;fspd; 

fy;tpg;ngWNgWfis nghJg; ghPl;irfspy; gbg;gbahf 

mjpfupf;f topaikj;jhh;. fy;tpAk; ,izg;ghltpjhd 

nraw;ghLk; ,U fz;fs; vdf; nfhz;L 

,izg;ghltpjhdr; nraw;ghLfspYk; $ba rpuj;ij 

vLj;J khtl;;l> khfhz> Njrpa epiyfspy; fy;Yhupapd; 

jlj;ij kPz;Lk; gjpg;gpj;jhh;.

“kj;jpapd; kzpf;nfhb epj;jpak; epiyf;Fk;” vDk; 

fy;Y}upf; fPjj;jpd; mbia mbf;fb cr;rhpj;J 

GJikfs; gyTk; nra;jhh;;. Muk;g gpuptpy; 

,UghyhiuAk; ,izj;jik> ngUe;JLg;ghl;l 

Nghl;bia %d;W ehs;fshf;fpaik> nrd;wy; 

n rd ; N I h d ;] ;  f y ; Y } u p fSf ; f p i la p y h d  

kl;Lg;gLj;jg;gl;l ge;J gupkhw;wg ;Nghl;bia 

mwpKfg;gLj;jpaik> fy;Y}upapd; ];jhgf jpdj;ij 

nfhz;lhl topaikj;J mj;jpdj;jpy; fy;Y}upapy; 

Muk;gpj;jik vd mLf;fpf;nfhz;Nl Nghfyhk;.

khw;wq;fs; %yk; Vw;wq;fhz;gNj khepyj;J 

epajpnaDk; ke;jpuj;ijawpe;J NrhjidfisAk;> 

NtjidfisAk;> rpYitahfr; Rke;J rhjidfisr; 

rupj;jpukhf;fpa Kd;dhs; mjpgh; fhyQ;nrd;w jpU. f. 

,uhrJiuath;fs; fy;tpNgz; neQ;rq;fspy; Fd;whj 

kzptpsf;fhf vd;Wk; xsp tPrpf;nfhz;Ls;shnud;gJ 

kpifahd $w;wy;y.

njd;kuhl;rpapYs;s ke;Jtpy; fpuhkj;jpy; gpwe;J jdJ 

Muk;gf; fy;tpia ke;JtpYk; ,ilepiyf; fy;tpia 

rhtfr;Nrhp ,e;Jf;fy;Y}hapYk; ngw;W gpd;G 

gl;lg;gbg;ig ,yq;ifg; gy;fiyf; fofj;jpd; 

Nguhjid tshfj;jpy; njhlh;e;J gl;ljhhpahf 

ntspNawpdhh;.  jdJ Mrphpag;gzpia fpof;fpy; 

fpz;zpahtpy; Muk;gpj;J Ks;spatisapy; njhlh;e;J 

mjpguhf gjtpAah;T ngw;W> fl;Ltd; Gyk; k.tp> 

fhq;Nfrd;Jiw eNl];tuhf;fy;Y}hp> mr;RNtyp k.tp> 

Mfpatw;wpy; mjpgh; gjtpia myq;fhpj;J ,Wjpahf 

aho;g;ghzk; kj;jpa fy;Y}hapy; jdJ Nritia 

ey;fpdhh;.

ahid Nghd;w fk;gPu eilAk;> rpq;fk; Nghd;w rpk;kf; 

FuYk;> fOF Nghd;w $hpa ghh;itAk; nfhz;lth;. 

“vz; gjj;jhy; va;jy; vspnjd;gh; ahh;kl;Lk; 

gz;Glik vDk; tof;F” vDk; thd;kiwf;Nfw;g 

vy;NyhUlDk; rpupj;Jf; fijj;Jg; Ngrp mutizj;J 

gz;Gld; gofpath;. jpwikfs; vthplk; ,Ue;jhYk;> 

,iykiw fhaha; ,Ug;Nghiuf; Fd;wpypl;l jPgkha; 

xsp tPrr;nra;J fy;Y}hpf;F xspA+l;bath;.

fhyk; ,k; kdpjid mfhykhdhYk; fy;tpAyfk; 

fz;l “fyq;fiutpsf;fk;” vd;W vkf;F topfhl;Lk; 

vdj; jplq;nfhs;Nthk;.

“kdpjdhfg; gpwg;gij tplj;nja;tkhf kiwtJ 

NkyhdJ”

fhyQ;nrd;w jpU. f. ,uhrJiu gw;wpa jfty;fs;.

fy;tpj;jfikfs;:    B.Ed, B.A., M.A (Ed)

gpwe;j jpfjp:       1947.09.08

aho;g;ghzk; kj;jpa fy;Y}hap;y;

flikNaw;w jpfjp:  1996.11.04

fhykhd jpfjp:     2005.10.12 njhFj;J toq;fpatH: 
r.gj;kehjd;

Jaffna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir



   

I dream of being a boy roaming the Jaffna streets again
As I realize that I do not know much of the land where my journey began

I dream of walking to my beloved Central College via the Chapel Street
Chatting with everyone and anyone along the way whom I meet

I dream (?) of the cane lashings from Muttiah master for writing with the left hand
And this time I realize he wanted me to succeed in the “big studies” in a foreign land

I dream of all those debates we had in the Botany class with Kulendran master
Where I am sure we could have solved a number of the world's problems a lot faster

I dream of organizing the Wilkes house with my colleagues for the annual Sports Meet
As it was those Romaine House blokes who we so badly wanted to beat

I dream of cycling double to the VTK's Chemistry tuition
And this time I promise I will study and may even understand the meaning of fusion

I dream of the Under 16 match where we “almost” beat St Thomas in the Semi finals
But without that so-called “neutral” umpire Ponnambalam we could have been in the finals

I dream of watching Rameez caressing that ball towards the cover boundary
This time I hope I will stand tall (without fever) to make my big-match entry!

I dream of drinking the plain tea at our favourite hide out - the Premier Café
Now I could never be such a free flowing soul sipping even the most delicious latte

I dream of the time after school everyday when I joined the “Senate” chaired by Sri
So that sitting on that parapet wall we can let our dreams go free

I dream of meeting my friend Mithiran again  a beacon of talent and dreams
And this time I will ensure that the meaning of his life fully beams

I dream of cruising the streets of Nallur with my friend Siva
And who knows we might even pop into get some blessings from (Lord) Muruga

I dream of catching up with Nagendra who always smiled despite our hostel food
And locking horns with Rudran sorting out the societal issues of the brotherhood

I dream of doing a few songs of TMS with Ravindrakumar even without the karaoke
And might even try out a few good ones of Thiruchchi Loganathan and Seerkazhi

I dream of showing to my family the Jaffna where it was fun without iPod or even a TV
But alas, will our homeland ever regain its glory of how it used to be

I dream of find a way to express my gratitude to my alma mater
Thanks OBA  for giving me a chance to get started with this letter

   “me;jehs; Qhgfk; neQ;rpNy te;jNj
   ez;gNd! ez;gNd! ez;gNd!
   ,e;jehs; md;WNghy; ,d;gkha; ,y;iyNa
   mJ Vd;? Vd;? ez;gNd……”

The style adopted from a poem  DREAMS  Will They Come True? Anonymous 
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                                                     Suren Surendran
                                         (From   Auckland ,New Zealand)

                                                         At Central 
                                                        (1966-1977)  



The  large exodus of our people to different countries has given us new directions and concerns towards the 
preservation of our Culture and Identity. These  concerns  gave the birth of “Mathiya Deepam Variety Show“, a 
truly Central's Cultural Entertainment. Our aim  behind this endeavour is to form a Scholarship Fund for the 
needy and the deserving students of various Grades starting from the Fifth Grade, going up to University 
Entrance level.

The Members, their Families and Friends demonstrated their solidarity, love and loyalty to their Alma-mater by 
an overwhelming participation at our Maiden Variety Entertainment conducted on Saturday May 24, 1997 at   
the Winston Churchill  Collegiate Auditorium, which was a great success and gained praise from all parts of 
Toronto and the Media. This success shows that wherever the Centralites are, they”Keep their Honour True and 
Bright “ as the tradition goes. This Cultural Show not only provides an opportunity for the Old Students and their 
Children to show their talent but also gives the Centralites, Families and Friends living in Canada and States to 
come together as a Community, meet with one another and enjoy the Cultural Show of their own lith and kin.

We are deeply grateful and wish to express our deep sense of gratitude to all our participants young and old in 
demonstrating their talent and for entertaining  us with their excellent performances.  The Tamil Media in 
particular gave us due recognition in providing the required publicity for our Programmes. We are grateful and 
deeply thankful to the Tamil Media for their encouragement and support.

We are extremely thankful to each and every one of the members and their Families, deeply grateful for the 
generosity of our esteemed Donors and the Advertisers for their magnanimous support and assistance  and look 
forward to their continued co-operation in the years to come.
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MATHIYA  THEEPAM  VARIETY SHOW

by  R. Chelvaratnam
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S.J. Ravindrakumaran (1963 -1977 at Central)

1963 Mk; Mz;L St. Peter's Church ,d; Master vd;Wk; ehk; miof;Fk; tof;fk;> 
Mq;fpy nkhopapy; jtW vd;gJ ed;F gpd;Gwk; ,Uf;Fk; Percival Hall ,y; vdJ 
njhpe;jhYk; vq;fshy; me;j gof;fj;ij UKG fy;tp  aho;kj;jpa fy;Yhhpapy; 
khw;wpf; nfhs;s Kbe;jNjapy;iy. vdJ 

Muk;gkhdJ. mg;Nghija mjpgh; jpU A. ehd;fhk; tFg;G Mrphpia jpUkjp. 
E. jk;ghpd; kfs; vdJ KjyhtJ tFg;G Jiuuj;jpdk;. vg;nghOJk; xU gpuk;G 
Mrphpia. ,th; gpd;dhspy; vkJ itj;jpUg;ghh; Mdhy; mJ mtUf;Fg; 
Mrphpah;fspy; xUtuhd jpU. fe;jrhkp gad ; g l ; l N j  ,y ; iy .  v k ; i k  
mth;fspd; kidtpahdhh;. Md;Ng k p u l ; Ltjw ; f hf kl ; LNk mij 
cUthd jpUkjp jahsk; nry;iyah vdJ itj;jpUg;ghh;. guhf;Fg; ghh;j;Jf; nfhz;L> 
Kjy; tFg;G Mrphpia. ehd; ,q;fpyhe;J Nfl;l Nfs;tpNa Ghpahky; tpopf;Fk; 
ehl;bw;Fr; nry;y NeUk; Nghnjy;yhk; khzth;fSf;F “thdk; Nghl;lNj> G+kp 
,tiuAk;> md;dhhpd; rNfhjhpAk; vkJ jhq;fpdNj vd;W ,U” vdf;fpz;lybf;Fk; 
Music Teacher ck; Md gtsk; Teacher md;G Mrphpia jpUkjp. mhpauj;jpdk; 
[Ak; (md;iwa Miss. Rajah) re;jpf;fj; vkf;F fw;gpj;j ghlk; “#oy;”.
jtWtNjapy;iy. ,j;jid Md;Lfs; jpUkjp. FkhuRe;juk; gbg;gpj;jJ “jkpo;”. 
fope;Jk; ,UtUk; vd;id clNd 

vdJ ,y;ykhd Romaine House ,d; 
milahsk; fz;L nfhs;tJ xUGwk; 

Mrphpah;fs; jpU. Kj;ijah> jpUkjp. 
Mr;rhpak;> kWGwk; ngUik. vdJ 

Jiuuj;jpdk;> cUj;jpuh Teacher ,uz;lhk; tFg;G Mrphpah; jpU. 
vd;gth;fshy; Lower School Sports meet gukypq;fk;. ,thpd; kUkfd; Dr. 
,y; Romaine House Captain Mf ehd; kNdhfud; (Jaffna Hospital) vdJ 
njhpT nra;ag;gl;Nld;. Kj;ijah master cah;tFg;Gj; Njhod;. gukypq;fk; Master 
,d; gpuk;gbAld; gofpa March Past ,d;W xt;nthU re;jpapYk; jdJ cycle [ 
nra;jhYk; xOq;fhf tUk;. toik tpl;bwq;fpg; ghijapd; kWGwk; cUl;bf; 
NghyNt Romaine House first. vdJ nfhz;L nrd;w gpd;dh; Vwp XLthh;. 
Ie;jhk; tFg;G Mrphpah;> jpU. jk;gpKj;J ehq;fs; vd;d nra;jpUg;Nghk; vd;gij 
mth;fs;. me;ehl;fspy; vg;nghOJk; ahUf;Fk; nrhy;y Ntz;bajpy;iy. vdJ 
ntw;wpiyiaf; Fjg;gpf; nfhz;bUf;Fk; %d;whk; tFg;G Mrphpia jpUkjp 
jpUkjp. fdfuj;jpdk; vkJ Mq;fpy rptg;gpufhrk;. fz;bg;Gk; md;Gk; 
Mrphpia. jw;nghOJ ,q;F fdlhtpy; epiwe;jth.; <oj; jkpo; kf;fs; ngUkpjk; 
trpj;J tUk; vkJ md;G Mrphpia milaf ;$ba r pwe ;j xt paUk ;  
ntw;wpiy ghf;Fg; NghLk; tof;fj;ij rpw;gpAkhd vkJ xtpa Mrphpah; jpU 
Kw;whfNt epWj;jptpl;lhh;. ,d;DnkhU r ptg ;g p ufhrk ; mth ; ; fSk ; vkJ 
Ie;jhk; tFg;G md;G Mrphpia jpUkjp. MrphpiaAk; ,staJ jk;gjpfshff; 
gukhde;jk;. ,tUk; fdlhtpy; trpj;J fy;Yhhptshfj;jpd; cs;NsNa Muk;gj;jpy; 
tUfpwhh; ,thpd; kfd; gpughfud; tho;e;J te;jdh;. jpU. rptg;gpufhrk; 
vd;Dld; cah; tFg;gpYk;> gpd;dh; Jaffna mth;fs; me ;ehl ;fspy ; Windsor 
College Technical Institute ,y; Electronics jpiuauq;fpy; itg;gjw;fhf M.G.R. ebj;j 
gbg;gpYk; $lg;gbj;j md;Gj;Njhod;. “vd; flik” jpiug;glj;Jf;fhd cut out  
mf;fhyj;jpy; Hostel master Mf ,Ue;j vkJ tFg;giwapd; Kd;Nd itj;J 
jpU. <];tughjk; vdJ Mwhk; mofhf tiue;j fhl;rp ,d;Wk; vd;dhy; 
tFg;ghrphpah;. fzpjg;ghlj;ij kpf kwf;f KbahjJ. cUj;jpuh Teacher 
mw;Gjkhfr; nrhy;ypj;je;jth;. vdJ Vohk; nrhy;ypj;je;j “mk;kh ehd; tpisahlg; 
tFg;G Mrphpia. jpUkjp Hudson NghNwd;” ghlYk; nry;tp. yyp. uh[ul;zk; 
nry;tuh[h. Pencil, Ruler, Pen vd;W Teacher, Piano thrpj;jgb nrhy;ypj;je;j 
vijahtJ tPl;by; kwe;J itj;Jtpl;L 

“Away in a manger” ghlYk; ,g;nghOJk; tFg;Gf;F tUk; vq;fSf;F nry;tuh[h 
vdf;F kdg;ghlk;. ngz; Mrphpah;fis 

Teacher ey;y dose nfhLg;ghh;. “vdJ 
Teacher vd;Wk; Mz; Mrphpah;fis 
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filrp kfSf;Fk; cq;fSila taJjhNd. “Fl;bad; (gy Mrphpah;fs; vd;id 
mts; vy;yhg; nghUl;fisAk;  Kjy;ehNs ,g;gbj;jhd; mioj;jhh;fs;> ez;gh;fs; 
vLj;Jitj;J tpLths;. cq;fSf;Fk; mtisg; miog;gJ fl;il utp) fjpiuia vLj;Jf; 
Nghy fhpridAld; Vd; tFg;Gf;F nfhz;L th” vd;whh;. Ntk;gbapy; ,y;yhj 
tuKbahJ” vd;W $wpj;jpl;Lthh;. Ntk;gbapy; fjpiuah? Vd; ,q;fpUe;Nj fhtpf; nfhz;L; 
gbf;Fk; xU ngz;gps;isAld; vk;ik xg;gpl;L nry;yNtz;Lk;? kdjpy; vz;zpaijj; 
kl;lk; jl;Ltjh? Nuhrf;fhuh;fs; my;yth ijhpakhff; Nfl;Nl tpl;Nld;.” Ntk;gbf;fh? 
ehq;fs;. Kjy;ehs; Pencil I kwe;J te;jth;fs; Kisj;J %d;W ,iytpltpy;iy> mjw;Fs; 

ngl;ilfspd; gs;spf;$lk; Nghf nubah? kpff; ftdkhf mij vLj;J vkJ School Bag  
Ntg;gkuj;jbf;F elTq;flh> Xbg;Ngh” vd;w ,Ds; itj;J ntw;wp tPuh;fshf mLj;jehs; 
rpk;k fh;r;rid gjpyhf te;j mLj;j tpehb tFg;Gf;Fr; nry;Nthk;.  Mdhy; ,d;W note 
ehq;fs; vy;NyhUk; vq;fs; block ,d; book INa tPl;by; kwe;J itj;Jtpl;Lg; 
Kd;dpUe ;j Ntg ;gkuj ;j pd ; mbapy ; NghapUg;Nghk;. kPz;Lk; ey;y dose fpilf;Fk;. 
mkh;e;jpUe;Njhk;. tFg;giwg; GSf;fj;ijj; 

filrptiu jpUe;jNt ,y;iy. ehd; Advanced  jtph;g;gjw;fhf mth; Ntg;gku epoypy; ghlk; 
Level gbf;Fk;NghJ jpUkjp. Hudson elj;jpdhh;. tof;fkhf ,g;gbahd re;jh;g;gj;jpy; 
nry;tuh[h Xa;Tg; ngw;whh;. mthpd; Xa;Tehs; vy;NyhUf;Fk; gpug;gk;gok; fpilj;jpUf;Fk;. 
ciuia Mw;Wk; ghf;fpak; vdf;Ff; fpilj;jJ. Mdhy; vq;fspd; epiy fz;l NtYg;gps;is 
kwf;fhky; ,e;jr; rk;gtq;fis vdJ ciuapy; master f;Nf tapW FYq;fr; rphpg;G te;jJ.  
Nrh;j;Jf;nfhz;Nld;. Mrphpia rphpj;jgb ,e;j tFg;gpy; ehk; gbj;Jf; nfhz;bUe;jNghJ 
kpfTk; urpj;Jf;Nfl;lhh;. rpy Mz;Lfs;Sf;F ez;gd; n[aNkhfdpd; jhahh; fhykhdhh;. 
Kd; fdlh te;jpUe;j Mrphpahplk; vd;id rpwpa tajhapUe;jhYk; mtdJ Jahpy; ehk; 
Qhgfk; ,Uf;fpwjh vdf;Nfl;lNghJ> vdJ midtUk; gq;Fnfhz;Nlhk;. ,t;tFg;gpy; 
ngaiuAk; nrhy;yp> ehd; jdf;F farewell vd;Dld; gbj;jtHfspy; Qhgfj;jpy; cs;s 
speech nfhLj;jijAk; $wpdhh;. nka;rpyph;j;Jg; rpyh;; - fpU];zjhrd;> rptuhkd;> epuQ;rpw;> 
NghNdd;. ,Jjhd; aho; kj;jpa fy;Yhp n[ak;> n[auh[h> n[gNerd;> Njtghyd;> 
Mrphpah;;fsplk; cs;s rpwg;G. vj;jid Njtuh[d;> Brian Abraham & Beadle.
tUlq;fs; fle;jhYk; jkJ khzth;fis Wood work Class ,y; n[aul;zk; master 
kwf;fhj mw;Gjkhd Mrphpag; ngUe;jiffs;. 

f;Fj; njhpahky; Bat nra;Nthk;. MdhYk; 
vkJ jiyik Mrph pauhf ,Ue;j 

vg;gbAk; ftdpj;JtpLk;. mth; vq;fis 
NtYg;gps;is master I mwpahj kj;jpa Nehf;fp tPRtJ> mUfpypUf;Fk; jl;Lg;nghy;. 
fy;Yhp khzth;fNs ,y;iy vdyhk;. mthplk; gpd;dh; fpilg;gJ xU thuj;Jf;fhtJ typ 
g puk ;gb thq ;fhky ; jg ;g pa k pfr ; Fiwahky; ,Uf;Fk; mthpd; ngah; ngw;w 
nrhw;gkhdth;fspy; ehDk; xUtd;!!! vd;Dld; fhJf; fps;S. FWk;G nra;Ak; vq;fis mUfpy; 
Vohk; tFg;gpy; gbj;j midtUNk vd;WNk 

miof;Fk; fhrptpRtehjd; master vkJ 
kwf;fKbahj Rthurpakhd rk;gtk; xd;W 

ifia md;Gld; gw;Wthh;. Mdhy; 
ele;jJ. kjpa czT ,ilNtisapd; gpd; 

ifg;gpbAld; Es;Sk; fpilg;gjhy; ehk; 
Kjy; ghlk; “jkpo;”. Mrphpah; NtYg;gps;is neope;jgb ,Ue;J vOk;GNthk;. Vohk; tFg;Gg; 
master. mth; tFg;gpw;F te;J> “vy;NyhUk; gbj;Jf ; nfhz;bUe;j NghJ jpU. 
ntspapy; thpirahf epy;Yq;fs; Ntk;gbf;Fg; NtYg;gps;is master vOjp ,af;fpa “gujd;” 
Nghfyhk;>” vdf;$wptpl;L> “,Njh tUfpNwd;” vd ; w e hlfk ; >  mf py ,yf ;ifj ;  
vd;W nrhy;ypj; jdJ mYtyf miwf;Fr; jkpo;j;jpdtpohtpy; Kjy; ghpirg; ngw;W vkJ 
nrd;whh ; . tpliyg;gUtj;jpy; ,Ue;j fy;Yhhpf;Fg; ngUik Nrh;j;jJ. NtYg;gps;is 
vq;fSf;Fg; gaq;fu thrill. Ntk;gbf;Fg; Nghfg; master cld; Kj;ijah master> tpf;lh; master> 
NghfpNwhk.; xU girls' school f;F tpah;it Jiuuj;jpdk; teacher> MfpNahh; cjtpahf 
Kfj;JlDk;> fiye;j KbAlDk; Nghtjh? ,e;ehlfj;ijg; gapw;Wtpj;jdh;. ,e;ehlfj;jpy; 
ez;gd; epj;jpahgudpd; notebook ,w;Fs; gujdhf gh];fuDk;> uhkdhf mfpyDk;> 

Ffdhf uQ;rpw; ck;> ke;jpup Rke;jpudhf vg;nghOJk; powder ,Uf;Fk;. md;W mtd; 
A.rptFkhuDk; ifNfapahfg; ngz; Ntlj;jpy; powder stock fhypahdJ. midtUk; 
ehDk; ebj;Njhk;. fy;Y}hpapy; gapd;w mofhfj; jiythhp> powder mbj;J 
ehlff;fiy ,d;Wk; ifnfhLf;fpd;wJ.

Ntk;gbf;Fg; Nghfj; jahuhf line ,y; 
vkJ vl;lhk; tFg;ghrphpah; jpU. gthde;jd; 

epd;Nwhk;. NtYg;gps;is master te;jhh;> 
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mw;Gjkhff; fzpjg;ghlk; elj;Jthh;. r%fj ; j p y ;  e y ; y  me ; j] ; j ; Js ; s  
th;fshapUf;fpd;wdh;. ,th;fs; ahtUk; vd; ,t;tFg;gpy; fpUiguh[h master GtpapaYk;> 
Qhgfj ;j py ; ,Ug ;gth ;fs ; . ,d;Dk ; guuh[rpq;fk; master rhpj;jpuKk;> A. ghyrpq;fk; 
rpyNgh;fis kwe;J NghapUf;fyhk;. me;j 

master nghJtpQ;QhdKk; fw;gpj;jdh;. ez;gh;fs; vd;id kd;dpg;ghh;fs; vd;W 
gpd;dhl;fspy; jpU. A. ghyrpq;fk; master vkJ ek;GfpNwd;. vd;Dld; cricket, soccer Nghd;w 
basketball coach Mf ,Ue;jhh;. xd;gjhk; tpisahl;Lfspy; ,Ue;j R. eFNy];tud;? 
tFg;ghrphpia jpUkjp kjpahguzk;. ,tiug; 

M.S.Rameez, S.Nghpd;gehjd; Nghd;wth;fs; Nghy fzpjk; gbg;gpf;f NtW ahuhYk; 
,d;Wk; ey;y ez;gh;fshapUf;fpwhh;fs;. KbahJ vd;gJ vdJ vz;zk;. MdhYk; 
rptFkhh;> ehNfe;jpud;> Fzepjp> kjp> Rameez> ghlrhiy njlq;fpa Kjy; ghlj;jpNyNa 
eFNy];> fphp[hj;> n[aNkhfd;> n[auh[h> ehq;fs; MrphpiaAld; VjhtJ FWk;G 
n[gNerd;> Njtuh[d;> Njtghyd;> nra ;Nthk ; . clNd “fhuhsr pq ;fk ; > 
rpwP];fe;juh[h Nghd;NwhUld; ,d;Wk; ey;y 

utPe;jpuFkhh;> jpahfuh[h get out” vd;ghh;. 
el;Gk;> njhlh;Gk; cs;sJ. 

ehq;fs; %d;W NgUk; tFg;Gf;F ntspapy; 
epw;Nghk;.  Mdhy; mjpgh; jpU. rz;Kfehjdpd; 

kiwe;j ez;gd; rptkpj;jpud; vq;fs; 
jiy J}uj;jpy; njhpAk;NghJ ehq;fs; %tUk; 

fy;Y}upapd; cricket, soccer, basketball, athletics Mrphpiaaplk; nfQ;rpf; $j;jhb> kd;dpg;Gf; 
tpisahl;Lf; FOf;fspd; jiytdhfTk; Nfl ;L tFg ;g pd ;  cs ;Ns nrd ;W 
senior prefect MfTk; ,Ue;jhd;. ,tid vdJ mkh;e ;JtpLNthk;. gyjlitfs; ,J 
NjhoHfs; ahUNk kwf;fkhl;lhHfs;.ele;jpUf;fpwJ. md;Ng cUthd Mrphpia 

mth;fs;> xU Kiw$l vk;ik mjpghplk; 
,iwtdplk; xU tuk; fpilj;jhy; ehd; fhl;bf;nfhLj;jNj fpilahJ. ,t;tFg;gpy; 

Nfl;gJ aho; kj;jpa fy;Y}hapy; ,d;Dk; rpy n[fehjd; master caphpaYk;> gpd;dhspy; 
tUlg; gbg;G. (mNj Mrphpah;fSlDk;> mNj 

mjpguhf ,Ue;j ,uh[ul;zk; master jkpOk;> ez;gh;fSlDk;)
gpd;dhspy; cg mjpguhf ,Ue;j Nahftdk;  
master ngsjpfKk;> FNye;jpud; master 'kj;jpapd; kzpf;nfhb epj;jak; gwf;Fk;'
,urhadKk; gbg;gpj;jdh;. gj;jhk; tFg;gpYk; 
,Nj Mrphpah;fs; mNj ghlq;fisg; 
gbg;gpj;jdh;. gjpndhd;whk; gd;dpnud;lhk; 
tFg;G Mrphpah; jpU. FNye;jpud; mth;fs;> 
jpU. ,uh[Nrdd; tpyq;fpay; fw;gpj;jhh;. 
,tuJ tFg;gpy; fyfyg;gpw;Fg; gQ;rNk 
fpilahJ. jhtutpay; gbg;gpj;j FNye;jpud; 
master I ehq;fs; gbg;gpf;f tpLtJ kpfTk; 
FiwT. jw;nghOJ cg mjpguapfpUf;Fk; jpU. 
ehful;zk; master ,urhadk; gbg;gpj;jhh;. 
Nfrtuh[h master ngsjpfk; fw;gpj;jhH.

vd;Dld; gbj;jth;fs;> Dr. ehNfe;jpud; (UK)> 
Dr. kNdhfud; (Jaffna)> Dr. Xk; gfthd; 
(U.S.A)> Dr. rpwpgjp (UK), Dr. jpUehTf;fuR 
(UK), Dr. md;gofd; (AUS)> Dr. QhNde;jpud; 
(USA), Dr.rPh;khwd;(AUS), Nghd;wth;fs; 
itj;jpah;fshfTk; fhuhsrpq;fk;> rpNyhd;kzp 
Nghd;wth;fs; nghwpapayhsh;fshfTk; 
cUj;jpuFkhh; Lawyer MfTk; R.rptFkhh; 
RNue;jpud; Nghd;Nwhh; Accountants MfTk;. 
Dr. Rev. A. W. n[gNerd;> Rev. n[auh[h 
MfpNahh; Nghjfh;fshfTk;. Dr. S. rptehjd;> 
fphpjud; MfpNahh; professors MfTk; 
kjpFzghfd; AircraftEngineer MfTk; 
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It gives me great pleasure to send this message for inclusion in the Souvenir to be 

published to mark the 100 years of founding the JCC OBA, Jaffna. Congratulations OBA 

Jaffna on reaching this very important milestone and on behalf of my Association I wish 

you Good Luck and may God Bless all your undertakings. I through this message, 

compliment the OBA Canada for taking the initiative to publish a Souvenir and organise 

a Cultural Event to mark this very memorable year for the OBA Jaffna.

OBA Jaffna should be the Mother of all the other OBAs and must act as the main link 

between Jaffna Central College and its OBAs. I wish that the OBA Jaffna will be 

proactive, effective and a guiding light to the other OBAs.

One of the primary objectives of the OBAs is to help Jaffna Central College and its 

students. The OBA Jaffna is geographically close to the College and its students and 

hence, in a very favourable position to liaise with the College and the other OBAs both 

in Sri Lanka and abroad. I hope that the OBA Jaffna will perform this vital role and help 

the other OBAs in their service to the College and its students.

Finally, I thank the OBA Canada for the opportunity to send this message.

Message from President, 

JCC Old Boys’ & Girls’ Association, UK Branch
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Harold Alakeson, 
President,
JCC OBA U.K. Branch
U.K.



I was one of those who happened to join Jaffna degree of resentment was palpable in the school 
Central due to the tide of ethnic violence that swept community. 
the country in July 1958. There was a mass exodus of 
Tamil students from the Colombo district to the north In 1961 the school reached a milestone, 140 years 
and I joined the school in grade IV. As we were (145 after the revision) of existence.  This was 
thrown into a totally new environment and a commemorated on a grand scale by the staging of a 
considerably different curriculum, I walked into the science exhibition and a series of sports competitions 
school with a great deal of anxiety and trepidation. and cultural programs.
But these fears were soon laid to rest by the warmth of 
the fellow students and the caring teachers. We had The cricket season in the northern schools were 
two remarkable teachers in the lower school, enlivened those days, by the school boy cricketer of 
Mrs.Richards and Winslow. I integrated into the the north contest conducted by the Sunday Observer. 
school quite quickly that I managed to come on top of This was keenly fought by the arch  rivals in cricket, 
the class at the end of the school year and my class Jaffna Central and St. John's College. There was 
teachers demanded a treat from me. So my mother much fervour on both sides in collecting and mailing 
packed some goodies for the teachers on the last day the coupons to the press. M.Sivaratnam , an 
of the school. Those days the monsoon rains in Jaffna outstanding cricketer of Jaffna Central , was 
were so severe, that when its very bad, the school adjudged the school boy cricketer of the north in the 
would close at the end of the morning session and we year 1962. This year also marked the culmination of 
would have the rest of the day off. This is something my stay at Jaffna Central. But I consider myself 
the present day student cannot dream of. privileged to have gone through the portals of this 

great school.
My days in the middle school are vivid as a result of 
the two dedicated teachers in Science. We had in 
Messrs. Nadarajah and Thambirajah. Their incisive 
teaching of the subject, made many of us develop a 
keen and avid interest in Science subjects. Also the 
thorough grinding in Mathematics by the late 
Vellupillai master, as he was affectionately known, 
stood us in good stead, later on in the years. The 
oratorical contest in English and Tamil conducted 
annually by the Northern Province Teachers 
Association was something we looked forward to 
every year. I was fortunate to be trained by Mr. Navo 
Niles in English, which was instrumental in 
successfully representing my alma mater.

I went through two principals at Jaffna Central. One, 
an eminent scholar, the late Rev.Dr.D.T.Niles and the 
l a t e  M r. A . E . Th amb er.  B u t  i t  w as  M r.  
Theivananthampillai the Vice-Principal who was 
responsible for enforcing discipline in the school and 
I dare say no student wished an encounter with him in 
the school office.  The year of 1960 was a watershed 
in the history of Jaffna Central as with many of the 
privately managed schools in Sri Lanka, when the 
government “took” over these schools. Though I was 
very young at that stage, the sense of nostalgia and a 

Ram Sundaresan, B.Sc., (Colombo),M.Sc., (Dulhousie)
Old boy 1958-1962

My Days at Jaffna Central
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aho; kj;jpa fy;Yhup gioakhztH rq;fj;jpd; md;Gf;Fupa ikj;JzH S.M.Mirg;gps;is. 
Whw;whz;L tpohit Kd;dpl;L ntsptUk; ,e;j ,tUk; ,tupd; jk;gp fhyk; nrd;w 
rQ;rpifapy; ,r;rpW fl;Liuia vOJtjpy; V.M.Mirg;gps;is aho;kj;jpa fy;Yhupapd; 
kl;lw;w kfpo;r;rp milfpNwd;. k j p g ; G f ; F u p a  gioa  k hzt H fs ; .  

V.M.Mirg;gps;is 1924 Mk; Mz;L 
tlf;F ,yq;ifapd; jiyefuhd aho;g;ghzj;jpd; m f p y,yq ; i fa p y ;  Kjy h f  t e ; J  
kj;jpapy; kq;fhJ 190 Mz;Lfshf fy;tpf;F ve;jputpay;(engineering) Giyikg;gupR ngw;W 
Mw;wpa gq;fpidAk; mjidf;fl;b vOg;gp ,yz;ld; gy;fiyf;fofk; nrd;whH. ,tH gpd;dH 
tsHj;J XH rpwe;j fy;tp epiyakhf;fpa fy;Yhup gy fhyk; aho; ,e;Jf;fy;Yhupapd; mjpguhf 
mjpgHfs; MrpupaHfs; gioakhztHfs; ,Ue;jtH. ,Nj fhyj;jpy; ,tupd; rf khztdhd 
vy;NyhiuAk; ehk; kwf;fKbahJ. A.W.R.kapy;thfdk; 1926 Mk; Mz;L 

mfpy,yq;ifapy; Kjyhf te;J nghJg; 
fy;Yhupapd; tuyhw;wpy; fle;j ,U rfhg;jq;fshf Giyikg;gupR ngw;W ,q;fpyhe;J nrd;W 
eilngWk; cs;ehl;Lg; NghH jhd; mjd; fyhepjpg; gl;lk; ngw;whH. ,tHjhd; gpd;dH 
tsHr;rpapy; ngupa ghjpg;ig Vw;gLj;jpAs;sJ. ,J ,yq;;ifg; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; KjyhtJ 
vkJ fy;Yhupf;F kl;Lky;y tlf;F fpof;fpy; ngsjPftpaw; Nguhrpupauhf epakdk; ngw;W 
cs;s gy fy;YhupfSf;Fk; Vw;gl;lnjhd;whFk;. aho;kj;jpa fy;Yhupf;F ngUik je;j ,d;ndhU 
vdpDk; ,e;j ,f;fl;lhd fhyj;jpy; fy;Yhupia gioakhztd;.
Gduikj;J jpUk;gTk; mjd; gioaepiyikf;F 
nfhz;L nrd;W ntw;wp <l;ba ngUik fhyk; fy;tpapd; rpfukhd kj;jpa fy;Yhupapy; gbf;f 
nrd;w fy;Yup mjpgH f.uhrJiuf;F NrUk;. mtH tha;g;G fpilj;jijapl;L ehd; vg;nghOJk; 
,f;fy;Yhupf;F Mw;wpa msg;;gupa Nritia ehk; ngUikg;gLtJz;L. fy;Yhupapy; ngw;wJk; 
xUnghOJk; kwf;ff;$lhJ. ngwhjJk; gy cz;L.  Vohk; tFg;gpy; md;iwa 

mjpguhf ,Ue;j Rev.C.A.rpkpj; vq;fSf;F 
Xt;nthUtupd; tho;f;ifapy; jk; clYk; jr;RNtiy tFg;G vLj;jhH.fpoikf;F xUehs; 
cs;sKk; tsHr;rp milAk; ,sk; gUtk;jhd;  elf;Fk; ,e;j tFg;gpy; ifths;> csp> rPTsp> 
kpfKf;fpakhd fhykhfmikfpd;wJ. ,jd; jpUfp Nghd;wtw;iw vg;gbg; ghtpg;gJ vd;w 
ngUk; gFjp fpl;lj;jl;l 13 tUlq;fs; fy;Yupapy; jpwd;fisg; (skills) ngw;Nwd;. mz;ikapy; ehDk; 
nrytplg;gLfpd;wJ. ,f;fy;Yhup tho;f;ifjhd; vdJ fdba Mq;fpNya ez;gDkhf fhg;gw; 
jk;ikNa mwpahJ jkJ tho;ifapd; gpw;fhy Nghlg;gl;bUe;j gbfis Xf; kuj;jhy; Md 
tpUj;jpiaAk; mjdhy; milAk; rPUk; gbfshf;fpNdhk;. vdJ ez;gH; Nfl;lhH ePHxU 
rpwg;gpidiaAk; epHzapf;fpd;wJ. vdNt ekJ Ez;zpapupdtpayhsH vg;gb ,t;tsT jpwikahf 
gpuNjrj;jpy; ekJ gps;isfs; gpd;dH ekJ kuNtiy nra;aKbe;jJ vd;W. ,jw;F kj;jpa 
gpuiIfs; Mw;wy; kpf;ftHfshf ehl;il fl;b fy;Yhup mjpgUf;Fj;jhd; ed;wp$wNtz;Lk;.
vOg ;gty ;yik nfhz ;l nraw ;j pwd ; 
cilatHfshf tuNtz;Lkhdhy; ghlrhiyfs; ehd; kj;jpa fy;Yhupapy; ,Ue;Jjhd; 1959 ,y; 
fy;Yhupfs; njhopy;El;g fy;tpepiyaq;fs; ,yq;ifg; gy;fiyf;fofk; nrd;W gl;lk; ngw;W 
gy;fiyf; fofq;fs; tsuNtz;Lk;. ,it 1963,y; Nguhjidg; gy;fofj;jpy; cjtp 
,d;iwa fhyfl;lj;jpw;F Vw;w tifapy; Gjpad tpupTiuahsuhf vdJ njhopy; tho;f;ifia 
GFj;jp vy;yh kl;l kf;fspd; ey;tho;tpw;fhf Muk;gpj;Njd;. gpd;;dH1966 Mk; Mz;L ,yz;ld; 
njhopw;glNtz;Lk;. nrd;W 1969 ,y; gpwg;Gupikapaypy; (Genetics) 

fyhepjp gl;lk; ngw;W rpy fhyk; Nguhjidapy; 
ehd; vdJ fy;Yhupg; gbg;ig ,U ,lq;fspy; tpupTiuahsuhf ,Ue;jgpd;dH ehd; gpwe;J 
ngw;Nwd;. Ie;jhk; juk; tiu khdpg;gha; tsHe;J fy;tpfw;w nrhe;j kz;zpy; Nrit nra;a 
nkk;Nkhwpay; Mq;fpyg; ghlrhiyapYk; gpd;dH tpUk;gp 1978 ,y; aho; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; 
gy;fiyf;fofk; nry;Yk; tiuapyhd kpFjp jhtutpaw; Nguhrpupauhfg; gjtpNaw;Nwd;. 
fhyj;ij aho; kj;jpa fy;YhupapYk; gjpd;ehd;F Mz;Lfshf aho; gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; 
gbj;Njd;.kj;jpa fy;Yhupf;F Nghtjw;F tpupTiuahw;wp md;iwa ehl;L epyik fhuzkhf 
fhuzkhf ,Ue;jtH fhyk; nrd;w vdJ 

f.nja;Nte;jpuuhIh B.Sc (Ceylon), Ph.D,(London)
gioa khztd; (1951-1958)> aho; gy;fiyf;fof jhtutpaw; NguhrpupaH(1978-1992)
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1992 gy;fiyf;fofj;ij tpl;L tpyfp fdlhit fhyk; nrd;w Prof.V.Appapillai (Physics), Prof.R. 
vdJ Gjpajhafkhf Vw;Ws;Nsd;. Appathurai( Agriculture) Prof.C.Sandrasegaram 

(Education) vdJ MrpupaH Prof. Morgan 
vdJ tpQ;Qhd MHtj;jpw;Fk; mwptpaw; Thambiah,(Botany) Prof.V.Navaratnarajah 
rpe;jidfSf;Fk; fhuzk; md;W ehd; kj;jpa (Engineering) Nghd;wtHfs; vdJ fy;Yhupapy; 
fy;Yhupapy; ngw;w Kiwahd fy;tpNa. ,jw;F fw;wtHfs; vd;gij mwpe;J ngUkpjk; 
cWJizahf ,Ue;jit  rpwe;j MrpupaHfSk; mile;Njd;. 
tpQ;Qhd Ma;T$lq;fSk;. md;W MHtj;Jld; 
ngw;w tpQ;Qhd nra;;Kiwj; jpwd;fs;( practical kj;jpa fy;Yhup xU fpwP];jtg; gs;spf;$lkhf 
science skills) vd;id NkYk; tpQ;Qhdj;jpYk; ,Ue;jnghOJk; kw;w kjj;J khztHfis 
Muha;rpapYk; $ba <Lghl;il Vw;gLj;jpaJ. fpwP]j;jtj;ij fw;fNth my;yJ fpwP];jt 
,jdhy; vd; fy;Yhupia vd;Wk; tho;j;jj; Nghjidiaf; Nfl;fNth epHge;jpf;fg;gltpy;iy. 
jtWtjpy;iy. vdJ MrpupaHfspy; md;Gf;Fupa fpwP];jtk; kw;wtHfSf;F elf;Fk; nghOJ ,e;J 
V.tpf;Nd];tud;> K.uhINrdd;> P.kNdhfud; khztHfSf;F mwtpay;(ethics) gbg;gpf;fg;gl;lJ. 
fdlhtpy; ,Uf;fpwhHfs;. mJ vdf;F ed;F gpbj;jpUe;jJ. ,d;W fdlhtpd; 

murhq;f ghlrhiyfspy; rkak; ,y;yhJ 
ehd; capupay; tpQ;Qhdpahf ,Ue;jnghOJk; fy;tpgapy;tJ Nghd;W Ik;gJ MzLfSf;F Kd; 
fy;Yhupapy; fw;w mbg;gil ,urhadk; tpNrlkhf vdf;F kj;jpa fy;Yhupapy; fpilj;jijapl;L 
nra;Kiw ,urhadk; vd;id ,j;JiwapYk; ngUkpjk; milfpd;Nwd;. ,J vd;id Rakhf 
iftpltpy ;iy. fle ;j tUlk; vdJ ajhHj;jkhd Kiwapy; rpe;jpf;fj;Jhz;baJ. 
Ma ;T$lj ;j pd ; ,urhadg ; gFj pa pd ; mwtpay; ghlj;jpy; mNdfkhf jpUf;Fws; 
epHthfg;nghWg;ig Vw;fNtz;ba Njit te;j gbj;Njd;. vdf;F tpUg;gkhd Fws;- vg;nghUs; 

vj;jd;ikahapDk; mg;nghUs; nka;g;nghUs; nghOJ fy;Yhupapy; ngw;w jd;dk;gpf;if 
fhz;gJ mwpT. cz;ikia mwptJ jhd; (confidence) jhd; vd;id ntw;wpfukhf elj;j 
tpQ;Qhdk;. tpQ;Qhdk; mofhdJ mJ ,dpa VJtha;,Ue;;jJ. ,jw;F vd; kjpg;Gf;Fupa kh];lH 
cs;sq;fspy; cz;ikapd; Clhf kpfr;rpwe;j jpUr;nry;tk;jhd; fhuzk;. ,tiu mg;nghOJ rpy 
epiwit vd;Wk; juty;yJ.khztHfs; gdpaH vz;L gl;lk; nrhy;yp 

eifg;gJz;L. ehd; mtiu xUnghOJk; mg;gbg; 
kj;jpa fy;Yhupapy; ehd; ngw;wtw;iwf; $wpNdd;. g h H j ; j j p y ; i y .  m t H  f b d k h d  
ngwj;jtwpa rpytw;iwf; $whkYk; tplKbahJ. Nghf;FilatuhapDk; jdJ khztHfs; 
fy;Yhupapy; jl;nlOj;J (Typing or Key-boarding) ey;yKiwapy; ,urhadk; fw;W gy;fiyf;fofk; 
,Ue ;jJ Mdhy ; mj ;j pwid md;W NghfNtz;Lk; vd;w Mjq;fk; mtuplk; 
fw;fj;jtwpaJ vt;tsT gpio vd;gij gpd;dH vg;nghOJk; fhzg;gl;lJ.
jhd; czuKbe;jJ. miu kzpj;jpahyj;jpy; 
,f;fl;Liuia fzdpapy; NghlNtz;baij ehDk; vdJ mz;zDk; vOj;Jg; gBl;irapy; 
nra;a xU ehs; vLj;jJ. fzdpapd; ghtid rpj;jp ngw;W nra;Kiwg; gBl;irf;F nfhOk;G 
,d;W gyupd; njhopypYk; md;whltho;ifapYk; nry;y Ntz;bapUe;jJ. nfhOk;G nry;tJ 
epue;jukhfptpl;lJ Mjyhy; jl;nlOj;J vq;fSf;F Kjw;jlit> kh];lH jpUr;nry;tk; 
fdlhtpd; fy;Yhupfspy; xU fl;lhakw;w jdJ fhupy; vq;fis aho;g;;ghzg; Gifapuj 
ghlmyfhfg;(optional  course) gbg;gpg;gjpy; epiyaj;jpw;F mioj;J tho;j;jp topaDg;gpatH. 
Mr;rupak; vJTkpy;iy.,J mtuJ caupa gz;gpidAk; ,urhadj;jpy; 

mtH nfhz;l gpbg;gpidAk; fhl;LfpwJ.
vdJ fy;Yhupapy; gy tpioahl;Lf;fis 
fw;wwpe;J nfhz;l nghOJk; ePr;riyf; kj;jpa fy;Yhupapd; ,r;rpwe;j ,urhad 
fw ; ft py ;iy . ,jdhy ;  Ma;T$lj;jpDhlhfj;jhd; ,yq;ifapd; Kjw; 
flw;fiu tpLKiwfis ,urhadg; NguhrpupaH A.fe;ijah D.Sc., Ph.D., 
my ; yJ e P H  r h H e ; j  (London) ngUik <l;bdhH. ,tHjhd; 
epfo;Tfis Koikahf ,yq;ifapy; tpQ;Qhdj;jpy; mjpcaHe;j D.Sc 
urpf;fKbatpy;iy. MLk; gl;lj;ij Kjy;Kjyhfg; ngw;w tpQ;QhdpAk; 
fiyia kj;jpafy;Yupapy; MthH. ehd; fy;Yhupapy; gbf;Fk; nghOJ gy 
n g w ; w p U f ; f y h k ;  fy;tpkhd;fspd; jpwikfis mwpatha;g;G 
jtwtpl;Ltpl;Nld;. vkJ rq;f ,Uf;ftpy;iy Mdhy; gpd;dH gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; 
fo pahl ;L t pohf ;fs py ; Mrpupauhf ,Ue;jfhyj;jpy vdJ ez;gHfshd 
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ez;gHfs; utp> Nahfh> ghyh Nghd;wtHfs; Mb 
kfpo;tJld; gq;Fnfhs;sKbatpy;iy vd 
Mjq;fk; miltJz;L.

vy;NyhUf;Fk; jk; fy;Yhup tho;f;if 
,dpajhfTk; mNj rkak; Mf;fk; cilajhfTk; 
,Uf;fNtz;Lk;. ,jw;F fy;Yhup ey;y 
re;jHg;gq;fis Vw;gLj;jpf;nfhLf;fNtz;Lk; mNj 
Neuj;jpy; ngw;NwhUk; jk; gps;isfspd; fy;tpapy; 
mf;fiw fhl;b fy;YhupAld; If;fpakhd cwit 
Vw ; gLj ;j p  khztHfis Rar pe ; jid 
cilatHfshf jPHf;fkhd KbTfisj; 
jhkhfNt vLf ;ff ;$ba gf ;Ftj ;ij 
Vw;gLj;jNtz;Lk; vd;W $wp mad;];Bdpd; 
mUikahd ,f; fUj;Jld; vdJ fl;Liuia 
epiwT nra;fpNwd;- “mwptpYk; ghHf;f 
Kf;fpakhdJ fw;gidj;jpwd;.”;

During our president Dr. Theivendrarajah’s visit to JCC



My School Career at Jaffna Central College

I started my studies at Jaffna Central College in 1931 one of my class mates is Mr. Morgan Thambiah who is 
during the time when Sri Lanka was ruled by British a very brilliant student during our time, became the 
Empire. I joined in the lower classes and all my Professor of Botany at the University of Colombo. I 
studies were in English medium. My principal was a lost my father at the age of 3 and I was brought up by 
British named Rev. P. T Cash and the vice principal my Uncle Proctor Aiyathurai who was one time 
position was held by a Tamil Ceylonese Mr. J. W. Chairman of Jaffna Urban Council. During his tenure 
Arulpragasam. The vice principal was a strict of office he opened the Subramaniam Park situated 
disciplinarian and was responsible for maintaining near the Jaffna central college. His sons and my 
discipline of students at that time. cousins late Dr. A. Karunanadhan and Late Justice A. 
My first class teacher was Mr. G. W Thampar and I Sivananthan are both products of Jaffna Central 
can still remember him how he taught English to us. College. They held several positions in educational 
My mathematics teacher was Mr. Gunaratnam and and legal professions. Since I was a very keen science 
my Tamil teacher was Mr. Sarma. These gentlemen student I joined medical profession at the age of 22 
are men of honesty, character and discipline. It was a and worked till the age 81.
wonderful era where we have to abide by the strict 
disciplines of our teachers. I can still remember I used Now I am 89 years old and I feel probably I may be 
to walk 4 miles up and down to school daily. After two one of the oldest students of Jaffna Central College. I 
years studies, I joined Jaffna Hindu in 1933 which is wish to thank Professor K. Theivendrarajah for giving 
closer to my home. I was a science student at the me an opportunity to write this short note about my 
matriculation stage of my studies. While I was student life of my Alma mator which has produced 
studying in Jaffna Hindu College, my Botany teacher many intellectuals through out its history.
passed away suddenly. Botany was my favorite 
subject. Five of my class mates including I decided to It is a privilege to say that I was an old student of 
go to Jaffna Central as they had a good botany teacher. Jaffna Central College.
So again my studies at Jaffna Central started in 1937 
where I studied till I completed all my studies in this I wish for the success and prosperity of Jaffna Central 
great institution. College.

My school life was like a family life. I had several 
friends in school and we are united in every way. We 
had very enjoyable moments and some sad moments. 
I can remember even now that while I was studying in 
the higher grade, a class mate of mine contacted with 
typhoid and passed away. It was a big blow for the 
whole class and it took some time to come to normal. I 
can still remember that our Principal Rev Cash, all the 
teachers and students walked two miles where the 
student's house situated for a memorial prayer. Some 
of my teachers started crying while the prayer was 
going on. It was at that time I realized how we were 
loved by our teachers. I can vividly remember my 
mathematics teacher Mr. Jacob, botany teacher Late 
Mr. Abraham Kovoor.

Jaffna Central has produced a number of brilliant 
students and academies who are holding high 
positions in various parts of the world. I can recollect 

By  Kandiah Ganeshapirabu
(Probably the very senior student of Jaffna Central College)

Kandiah Ganeshapirabu
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Centralism is a socio-economic philosophy that old boys, administrators, teachers, parents, well 
believes in social justice and economic equality. It wishers and by the students of the day. Their thoughts 
was believed by the founding fathers of this great and dedicated service made “Centralism” a 
institution  Jaffna Central College, that PRAYER, formidable socio-economic force capable of initiating 
LEARNING and SPORT will help in realizing the a social revolution in the local community and 
objectives of this philosophy .The society of the extended its influence far and wide. Since space and 
time was in the process of shedding many vestiges time doesn't permit me to write about the many who 
of feudalism that were an impediment to progress. have played their role to enrich the name of our 
Our “almamater” through her responsive nature and Almamater.I wish to write about one who with 
adoptability was and is able to perfect this concept dedicated service placed the institution and 
to meet the challenges of the times and succeeded in “Centralism” in a new perspective. He was 
realizing social justice and economic equality .We, Rev.C.A.Smith.He came all the way from Australia 

th with his family to serve Central and his on the occasion of the 100 Anniversary of the Old 
accomplishments gave a new meaning to 'WHAT IS Boys' Association of Jaffna Central College, take 
SERVICE' .He led by example and practiced pride and joy in speaking about the dynamism of 
“Centralism” The institution benefited and “Centralism”
blossomed forth under his leadership
We, Centralites should keep the flag flying high in The true nature of this philosophy was to 
spite of what is happening to the fabric if our accommodate everyone irrespective of his or her 
community and country.100 years of service by the social or economic status in the society. This 
OBA is a great achievement and we the old boys 'openness' paved the way for many budding Scholars 
should join hands and strengthen her hands in service an opportunity to develop their full potential thereby 
of our Almamater.  enhancing their personal life and that of the 

community from which they came. As time 
progressed, the historical evolution of the country 
enriched  'Centralism' and created an environment in 
the College, favourable for a very high level of 
awareness of what was plaguing the society. The 
responsiveness of the student population to these 
conditions helped them in a positive way to meet the 
challenges.  They learned the importance and 
usefulness of understanding, toleration and 
compromise in solving life-challenging problems. 
“Centralism” went home with the students and 
initiated social awareness in the hearts and minds of 
the other members of the family and the community. 
This had a “Domino” effect on the larger community 
helped much needed social reforms to improve the 
quality of life .The institution prospered in all areas of 
academic, athletic and cultural spheres. Mention 
should be made here of the proud achievement of 
having nurtured an Olympian N.Edirveerasingam. 
There are hundreds and hundreds of professionals 
who have excelled themselves in various walks of life 
and had /has brought honour to their Alma matar.

Over a period of time “Centralism” became 
pragmatic and viable with the contributions made by 

CENTRALISM- A PERSPECTIVE
T.Pararajasingam, B.A(Ceylon)

Old Boy and Teacher
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tpj ;j pahyaq ;fs ; > Njthyaq ;fs ; > M r p u p a h ; f s h Y k ; >  m j p g h ; f s h Y k ; >  
klhyaq;fs; vd;gd xU r%fj;jpd; fy;tp> flTs; ghlrhiyfSf;Fg; Gwk;ghd Kaw;rpfshYk; 
czh;T> fiy gz;ghLfis tsh;j;njLg;gjpy; khzth;fs; file;njLf;fg;gl;L tbtikf;fg; 
ifnfhLj;J cjTk; epWtdq;fshFk;. gLfpwhh;fs;.  eil> cil> ghtidfspy;> xU 
Myaq;fs; my;yJ Njthyaq;fis ikakhff; khjpup (Model) cUtk; ngWfpwhh;fs;. 
nfhz;L tpj;jpahyaq;fSk; klhyaq;fSk; 
gq;Fg;gzpfis nra;J te;jd. rkaq;fspd; aho; efug;ghlrhiyfisg; nghWj;jtiu 
tsh;r;rpf;F ,tw;wpd; tsh;r;rp ce;J rf;jpfshf 1814y ; kj ;j pa fy;Yhu pf ;Fk ; 1816y ; 
,Ue;J te;jd. murhq;fq;fSk; jdpahh; aho;g;ghzf;fy;Yhupf;Fk; a+dpad; ;fy;Yhupf;Fk; 
epWtdq;fSk; fy;tpia nghWg;Ngw;w gpd; NkNy cLtpy; kfspH fy;Yhupf;Fk; 1818y; gupNahthd; 
$wg;gl;l %d;wpw;FKs;s ,ilj;jhf;fq;fs; fy;Yhupf;Fk; Rz;bf;Fsp kfspH fy;Yhupf;Fk; 
gbg;gbahff; Fiwe;J tUtjhapw;W.  fy;tp KiwNa nkjb];j> mnkupf;f NrHr; kprdupkhuhy; 
tsh;r;rp> gf;jp tsh;r;rp gz;ghl;L tsh;r;rp fhy; Nfhs; ,lg;gl;lJ. ,e;j tifapy; aho; 
Mfpait xd;wpnyhd;W gpd;dpg; gpize;jpUe;j kj;jpa fy;Yhup 192 Mz;Lfis epiwT nra;j 
epiy khwp Nja;T epiy va;jyhapw;W. %j;j ghlrhiyahf aho;g;ghzj;jpy; kl;Lky;yhJ 
r%fj ; j p w ; F k ;  mtw ; w p y ;  mf ; fi w  ,yq;ifapNyNa jpfo;fpd;wJ vd;W $wyhk;. 
,y;yhkw;Nghapw;W. ghlrhiy r%fj;jtuhfpa mjd; gioa khzth; rq;fk; jdJ 100tJ Mz;L 
ngw;Nwhh;> Mrpupah;fs;> gioa khzth; Mfpa epiwit ,e;j Mz;L nfhz;lhl ,Uf;fpd;wJ. 
Kj;jug;gpdupd; $l;L Kaw;rp Myaq;fSk; ,jd; fpisfs; fdlh> ,q;fpyhe ;J> 
klhyaq ;fSf ;Fk ; cu pa gq ;fspg ;ig mT];jpNuypah Nghd;w ehLfspy; tYthf 
ey;ftpy;iy.  mNj Nghy ghlrhiyfspd; nraw;gl;L tUfpd;wd.  JLg;ghl;lj;Jiwapy; 
tsh;r;rpapy; mtw;iwr;rhh;e;j Myaq;fSk; aho;kj;jpafy;Yhupf;Fk; gupNahthd; fy;Yhupf;Fk; 
klhyaq;fSk; fuprid nfhs;stpy;iy. ,ilapy; eilngw;Wte;j tlf;fpd; khngUk; 

Ml;lk; vd;W $wg;gLk; Ml;lk; 100tJ tUlkhf 
ngw;NwhUf;Fg; gps;isfspd; tsh;r;rpapy; ,e;j Mz;L khh;r; khjj;jpy; rkKbTw;Ws;sJ.  

vt;tsT mf;fiw ,Ue;jNjh> mt;tsT JLg;ghl;lk;> cijge;jhl;lk;> rhuz ,af;fk; 
mf;fiwia md;iwa ghlrhiyfs; jkJ Nghd;wtw;iw Kjd; Kjyhf aho;g;ghzj;jpy; 
khzth; Nky; mjPjkhff; fhl;b te;jd. mwpKfk; nra;j ghlrhiyAk; ,JNtahFk;. 
mJkl;Lky;yhky; Mrpupah;fSk; jkJ khztupd; nrd;idg; gy;fiyf;fofk;> fy;fj;jhg; 
caHtpy; fz;Zk; fUj;Jkhf ,Ue;jdh;. g y ; f i y f ; f o f k ; >  N f k ; g p w p r ;  
FUFyf;fy;tp KiwNghy khztHfs; gy;fiyf;fofq;fSld; ,ize;J 19k; 
nrhy;nydr; nrhy;yp;;> ,U vd ,Ue;J fw;wdh;. E h w ; w h z ; b d ;  e L g ; g F j p a p y ;  
Mrpupah;fSk; fy;tp vd;w nrbf;F mwpT ePh; mg;gy;fiyf;fofq;fspd; Njh;Tfspy; Njhw;Wk; 
thh;j;J> rpe;jid vUg;Nghl;Lr; re;Njfq;fis tha;g;ig ,f;fy;Yhup ngw;Wj;je;jJld;> 
fis gpLq;fpr; nropj;J tsur; nra;jdh.; gykhzth;fis Maj;jg;gLj;jp rpj;jpailaTk; 
cd ;Dila Mr pu paiug ;gw ;w pr ; nrhy ;Y> nra;jJ.  th;j;jf fy;tpia Kjd; Kjyhf 
cd;idg;gw;wpr; nrhy;YfpNwd;. cd;Dila mwpKfg; gLj;jpa ngUikAk; ,jw;Nf cz;L.
ghlrhiyiag;gw;wpr;nrhy;Y> cd;idg;gw;wpr; 
nrhy;YfpNwd; vd;w tifapy;> Mrpupah;fshYk; ,e;j fl;Liuia vOJk; ehd; 1945k; 
ghlrhiyfshYk; khzth;fs; jdpj;Jtk; ngw;W Mz;bypUe;J 1956k; Mz;Ltiu xU 
Kj;jpiu gjpf;fg;gl;ldh;. jdJ khzth;fs; khztdhfTk; gpd;G 1990y; ,Ue;J 1996 
jdpj;Jtk; ngw;W ,dpj;Jtf;Fk; rhd;Nwhuhf tiuapYk; mjpguhfTk; ,Ue;Js;Nsd;.  vdJ 
,Uf;fpd;whh; vd;gijf;Nfl;Fk; Mrpupad; ,ul;bg;G ghlrhiyg; gUtj;jpy; cld; khzth;fshfTk; 
kfpo;nta;Jfpwhd;. ghlrhiyj;jhAk; mt;thNw rf khzth;fshfTk; ,Ue;j gyh; 70 
khdrPfkhf ,Wg;g+J va;Jfpd;whs;.  jdJ taijj;jhz;btpl;l KJikapYk; caph;g;Gld; 
fy;tpf;fhyk; KOtijAk; xNu ghlrhiyapy; ,Ug;gJ kfpo;r;rpf;FupaNj. fdlhtpYk; gyh; 
n r y t o p f ; F k ;  k h z t h ; f s ;  ,Uf;fpd;wdh;. vd; gpd;dth;fSk; gyh; 
ghf;fparhypfnsd;Wjhd; nrhy;y Ntz;Lk;. ,q;Fs;sdh;. mth;fis fhZk; NghJk;> NgRk; 
mJTk; gpugy ghlrhiyfnsd;why; nrhy;yTk; NghJk; cz;lhFk; ,d;gj;jpw;F vy;iyNa 
Ntz;Lkh!. ,g;ghlrhiyfspYs;s gy;Jiwrhh; ,y;iy.  vq;fis tsh;j;J cUthf;fpa me;j 

ehf. rz;Kfehjgps;is
gioa khztUk; - Xa;T ngw;w mjpgUk; 
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ey;yhrpfSk;> ,iwtd; jpUtUSk;> gpugy ghlrhiyfisAk;> r%fj;ijAk; 
kPz;Lk; njhlq;Fk; kpLf;Fld; ghlrhiyia topelj;jpdH. ghjH Nyhq;> g+uzk;gps;is> fz;b 
epkpur;nra;Js;sd.  ghlrhiyf;F mUfpYs;s Ngupd;gehafk;> jk;gH> mk;gpifghfd;> xNww;wH 
Njthyak;> Kdpag;gH Nfhapy;> aho;Ehyfk; Rg;gpukzpak; Nghd;Nwhiuf; Fwpg;gplyhk;. kj;jpa 
vd ;gdTk ; GJg ;nghy pT ngw ;Ws ;sd. fy;Yhup MrpupaHfshd rhs;];> N[f;fg;> tpf;uH 
Rg;gpukzpak; g+q;fh> khefuhl;rp kd;wk;> ,uhruj;jpdk;> moff;Nfhd; nja;thde;jk;gps;is> 
ePjpkd;wq;fs; tpiutpy; Gduikf;fg;glyhk; vd Vg;ufhk;> rHkh [aH> kfhypq;fk;> kjpahguzk;> 
ek;GNthk;. ,uhRNrdd; epidtpypUe;J ePq;fhjtHfshtH.  

,e;jpahtpypUe;Jk; MrpupaHfs; te;J xg;ge;j 
njhlf;f fhyj;jpypUe ;Nj njd; mbg;gilapy; gzpahw;wpdH.

,yq;ifapypUe;J rpq;fs> gwq;fpa> ,];yhkpa 
kj;jpafy;Yhupapd; fy;Yhupg;gz; kpf khztHfs ;  te ;J fy ;t p  fw ; wdH .   

cd;djkhdJ. ,jid ,aw;wpatH Kd;ehs; aho ;g ;ghzj;jpy ; cj;jpNahfk; ghHj ;j 
mjpgH tzgpjh P.T. fh]; mtHfshFk;.  mjw;F ntspehl;ltHfspd; gps;isfSk; ,q;NfNa 
,ir mikj;jtH mtUila JiztpahuhFk;. fw;wdH.  ghlrhiyapd; tpLjpr;rhiy 
mjidj;jkpohf;fk; nra;Ak; ngUk; NgW vdf;Ff; ey;yKiwapy; ,aq;fpajhy; tjptplkhztHfs; 
fpilj;jJ. fy;Yhupapd; kFlKk;> kFlthrfKk; ey;y gad; ngw;wdH. gioa khztHfspd; 

gpugy;aq;fis ,q;F $WtJ ,e;jr;rpW (crest and motto) rpwg;G kpf;fit. “INGLORIUM-
fl ; Li uf ; Fs ;  mlq ; f hJ vd ; g j hy ; DEIOPTIMI-MAXIMI” vd kFlthrfk; ,yj;jPd; 
mtw;iwj;jtpHj;Jf; nfhs;fpNwd;. gpugy nkhopapy; vOjg;gl;Ls;sJ.  Mq;fpyj;jpy; “To 
ePjthd;fs;> rl;l ty;YdHfs;> kUj;JtHfs;> the highest glory of God” vd;Wk; jkpopy; “mjp 
nghwpapayhsHfs;> vSj;jhsHfs;> ftpQHfs;> cd;dj kfpikf;fhf” vd;Wk; nkhop Mf;fk; 
epHthfj;jHfs;> murpay;Qhdpfs; vdg;gyH nra;ag;gl;Ls;sJ. mjd; ,Wjptup “Live in service 
md;Wk; ,Ue;jdH> ,d;Wk; gzp nra;J glad and free” - vz;zp epy; njhz;by; ,d;gk; 
njhlHfpd;wdH. cjhuzj;jpw;fhfj; jpU. N. Vfhe ;jk ; vd;gJ fy;tpf ;Nfhl ;ghl ;bd ; 
vjph ;tPurpq;fk; mtHfis Fwpg;gplyhk;. KOikiaAk; gpujpgypf;fpd;wJ.  ,jdhy;>
t pisahl ; Lj ;Jiwa py ;  ,yq ;ifiag ;               
gpujpepjpg;gLj;jp> Mrpa tpisahl;L> xypk;gpf;               “Central's flag must ne'er be lowered”
Nghl;bfspy; fye;J nfhz;l xNu xU 
khzthufj;jpfoe; ;jhH(1956-1961). gpd;dH        “kj;jpapd; kzpf;nfhb epj;jpak; epiyf;Fk;”;
mnk u p f ; f g ;  gy ; fiyf ; fofnkhd ; w py ;  
Nguhrpupauhfg; gzpahw;wpj; jw;NghJ jkJ 73 - vd;w cWjpg;ghl;il epiy epWj;Jfpd;wJ.
tajpYk; jhafj;jpy; mgptpUj;jpf; fl;likg;gpy; 
gzpahw;Wfpd;whH. ,tHNghd;W ,d;Dk; gyH “md;d ahtpDk; Gz;zpak; Nfhb
cs;sdH. Mq;Nfhs; Viof;F vOj;jwp tpj;jy;

,d;d tifapy; gioa khztH
1945-1955 fhyg;gFjpapy; mUl;jpU Vw;wkha; fy;tpg; gzpia Mw;Wf”

C.A.rpkpj; mtHfs; mjpguhf ,Ue;jhH.  gj;J 
tUlq;fs; ,tUila fhyj;jpy; fy;Yhup 
gy;Jiwapy; tsHr;rpaile;jJ. ,tUf;F Kd;dH 
nwhnkapd;> Gs;Nsh> tpy;f;];> NgHrpty; vd;w 
ngaUs;s mjpgHfs; ,Ue;jdH. ,tHfSs; 
tzgpjh gPw;wH NgHrpty; vd;gtH 1834y; Gfo;g+j;j 
mjpguhf ,Ue;J msg;gupa Nrit nra;jhH. 
irtg;ngupahH MWKf ehtyH gioa 
khztuhfTk; MrpupauhfTk; mjpgUld; 
,ize;J ghlrhiyia tsHj;jhH. tptpypa 
EhiyAk; jkpopy; nkhopngaHj;jhH.  Gfo; g+j;j 
gioa khztupd; gl;banyhd;W 1996y; ntsp 
te ;j fy ;Yhu p kyu py ; glq ;fSld; 
ntspaplg;gl;lJ vd;gJ ,q;F Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. 

me;jf;fhyj;jpy; Gfo; g+j;j mjpgHfs; gyH 
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I am indeed happy to write a short article for the My favorite teacher was Thamper master.  He was a 
special souvenir to be published by the Jaffna Central person of sterling qualities who maintained a cool 
College Old Boys'Association of Canada in temperament even in the midst of crisis and most 

th importantly, an intellectual. He helped me focus in connection with the 100 anniversary of the founding 
my studies and helped shape who I am today. I am of the Old Boy's Association in Jaffna.  I am a 
indeed, very grateful and owe a lot to him for distinguished old boy of Jaffna Central College (JCC) 
mentoring me and also extricating me out whenever I who started life from humble beginnings. I enrolled 
got into unpleasant mischief's with fellow students as a student at JCC in 1942 after my family moved 
during the last three years of my college days. I will from Colombo to Jaffna since my father was 
never forget his generosity whenever I sought his help transferred as a Post Master to the Jaffna Post Office. 
and assistance. My family lived down Second Cross Street for a few 

years and we then moved to a newly built house in 
In addition, during the years 1951 to 1953 I also Kantharmadam. Unfortunately, I don't have vivid 
played cricket for JCC. I was the Wicket Keeper for memories to recollect from the years 1942 to 1946 
the team during 1952 and 1953; won the batting because these were uneventful years in my life.  
championship in 1952; was Vice Captain of the team However, I do remember that I had three good friends 
in 1953; and most importantly, we beat St. John's namely, S.G. Mather, Jeyarajasingham (Jella), and 
College in years 1952 and 1953. We had a formidable Wicknarajah Nalliah. My favorite teacher during this 
team in 1952 which was captained by Rajendra. I will period was Miss. Nalliah who taught us English 
always cherish the comradery I experienced with grammar. She was a very strict disciplinarian, 
fellow players namely, Kanagasingham, Nagendran, however, at the same time she was very kind and 
Sri Pragasa, Chittu, Jella, Devan Thampoo, and compassionate. Since my father died unexpectedly in 
R.K.V. Premachandra. Mr. Selvaraja Thambiah, and 1946 after a short illness, my mother coaxed me to 
Mr. Jeyaratnasingam were our Cricket Coaches attend a school closer to Kanthermadam. Heeding to 
during this time and they did a tremendous job putting her request, I grudgingly transferred to Jaffna Hindu 
together a group of youngsters and coaching them to College and studied there for two years. Since I had 
be a formidable unbeaten team in Jaffna. By the way, several unhappy experiences at Jaffna Hindu College 
in my estimation Mr. Jeyaratnasingam was the best all with fellow students and several teachers I pestered 
round athlete at JCC during the 1950s. Because of my my mother innumerable times that I wanted to 
popularity as a cricketer, I was honored by the student transfer back to Central College. Upon further 
body and selected as a Prefect in 1952. pondering and reflection she agreed with my request 

and I was glad that I was back again at Central College 
I passed my University entrance examination from in late 1948. I can recall with fond memories and 
Central College and entered the University of Ceylon nostalgia the golden years as a Centralite during 1951 
in 1955 and majored in Veterinary Science.  Indeed, I to 1954. This was the time Reverend C.A.Smith was 
was one of the fortunate ones because during those the Principal and Mr Charles was the Vice Principal of 
times competition to enter into the University of the college. During these years I had the fortune of 
Ceylon was very intense and brutal because of the having several great teachers namely, Mr. Jacobs who 
limited number of slots available. Because of my was a brilliant Mathamatics teacher, Isaac 
good scholastic background I received from Central Ponnambalam, Victor Rajaratnam, Mr and Mrs  
College, I performed extraordinarily well at the Ma th i apa ranam,  O l ive r  Thura i s ingham,   
University of Ceylon and was the top student in my Devanthampillai,  Sharma Iyar who taught us Tamil  
batch. I passed out in 1960 with second class honors grammer meticulously, Mr. A.E. Thamper who was a 
with distinction. brilliant teacher in Physics,  Mr. Subramaniam, Mr. 

Tiruchelvam, Mr. Rajasenan, and Mr. Ariyaratnam. 

My  Memorable  Years At Jaffna Central College
Samuel Maheswaran

BVSc (Ceylon), MS (Minnesota), Ph.D. (Minnesota)
Professor of Microbiology

Department of Biomedical Sciences
University of Minnesota, USA
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In 1962, after experiencing a very stiff competition because of the training I had as a youngster at Central 
with several other young scholars, fortuitously, I was College. 
awarded a Smith-Mundt Fulbright scholarship to 
pursue studies leading to a Ph.D degree in Finally, although I have lived in North America for 
Microbiology in the United States. And I chose the almost 44 years and embraced its culture, my best 
University of Minnesota to accomplish my life-long friends are all old Centralites. They are: S. N. 
ambition. At the University of Minnesota, I excelled Ganeshan from Vancouver, Canada; D.C. Jeyarajah, 
in my graduate studies and received my MS degree in S.G. Mather, and Dr. W. R. Nalliah from England; Sri 
1966 and Ph.D. degree in 1967. Upon completion of Pragasa and K. Kanag-iswaran from Colombo, and 
my degrees at Minnesota, I did a Post-doctoral Navan. N. Niles from Sydney, Australia. All of them 
fellowship in Medical Microbiology for two years at call me affectionately “SK”. Quite often we call each 
the University of Manitoba Medical School in other on the phone and recall fond memories and 
Canada. I returned to the University of Minnesota as good times during our days at Central College. As old 
an Assistant Professor in 1969. Indeed, I am very Centralites, we will continue to cherish our true 
proud to state that I was the first person of color to be friendship as long as we live in this earth..  
hired in the Department of Microbiology as an 
Assistant Professor. My academic training and 
experiences at Central College helped shape who I am 
today. Over the years, I have excelled in research, 
teaching, and have trained 17 Ph.D. students in the 
field of Microbiology at the University of Minnesota; 
I was the Director of Graduate studies 1984 to 1990; 
Assistant Chairman of the Department 1995 to 
August 1997; and Chairman, September 1997 to June 
2001. I am now back as a Professor of Microbiology. 
All these academic achievements were accomplished 
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My mother, my two elder sisters and I had to relocate to Mr. Mahalingam and the Rev. Edward Barlow were two 
Jaffna following my family’s actions in defending our other persons weho exerted considerable influence on me 
lives and those of ninety other Tamils in Ratmalana during while I was at JCC. Mr. Mahalingam ensured that I read 
the 1958 race riots. At that time my father P. Sri-Skanda- classical literature and modern literature and thus 
Rajah was the District Judge in Jaffna. We lived in the broadened my mind. He also exerted considerable 
Judges’ quarters inside the Jaffna Fort. pressure on me to compete in essay writing contests and as 

a result I was rewarded by wining two while at JCC.It was decided that I should seek admission to GCE O-
level class at Jaffna Central College. My father spoke to Rev. Barlow was very instrumental in ensuring that my 
Mr. Thamber, the Vice – Principal at the time and I was diction ,pronounciation and inunciation of English words 
admitted as a student in Mr. Theivananthampillai’s class. was as good as it could be. He helped me by insisting that I 

reherse and practice my speeches over and over again. As a When I started attending class I did not receive a warm 
result I won many an elocution contest in the Northern welcome from my new classmates. It appeared that my 
Province.coming from Colombo especially from Royal College was 

strike one against me..Strike two was that I was an I also got an opportunity to act the part of Ernest in the 
obviously disabled person, having lost the use of my right Oscar Wilde play “The Importance of Being Ernest”. 
arm in a bicycle/motor vehicle accident. Consequently I Other noteworthy participants included Kris Jeyanathan & 
had to learn to cope in a somewhat hostile enviorenment. I McIntyre(a.k.a. Ghandi).. I was privileged to win the Best 
was largely ignored by most of my classmates and some Actors’ award on that occasion .
times bullied by some foolhardy others. Within the first My one disappointment at JCC was that Rev. Niles 
two months or so the bullies had learnt the hard way to declined to fund a tennis team to play in the All Ceylon 
leave me strictly alone. I wont elaborate on how that came Public Schools Tournament. At JCC there were a few 
about. students who were quite good tennis players. Despite my 
In class I worked hard and earned the respect of my disability I had learnt to play tennis using one arm only. I 
teachers especially in Math’s, Physics Chemistry, English was coached by my father who in earlier days had been a 
etc. In December 1958, I sat the GCE O levels passing North Ceylon Champion.
remarkably well with distinctions and credits. When I As a result of Rev. Niles’ decision I left JCC at the end of 
moved into the HSC first year in 1959 my Math’s teacher 1960 and joined St. Peter’s College, Bambalapitiya where 
fell seriously ill and was hospitized for a long period of the then reigning Public Schools Champion was. My 
time. Mr. Thamber called me in and instructed me to take purpose was to compete to secure a place in the team. I 
the Math’s classes for GCE O level class and Maths & wanted to compete in the tournament in 1961 even though 
English classes for forms 1,2 and 3.At the end of 1959 Iwas I knew that according to the rules I would not get “school 
most gratified to hear through Mr. Thamber that all my colours”. I succeeded in being selected, played in the 
students had done exceptionally well in the subjects that I tournament, and was eliminated in the third round.
had taught.

All in all the time I spent at JCC were the best years of my 
This experience boosted my confidence considerably and schooling.
also despite my general mischeviousness brought me into 
Mr. Thamber’s good books For his part he took a great 
interst in having me represent JCC on various occasions 
such as Vembadi and Chundikuli dinners and other student 
related events. At all of these events I had to make speeches 
in English. He always helped me with the content of the 
speeches; initially I thought to make sure that I did not 
embarrass JCC by perhaps saying the wrong things.

My collaboration with Mr.Thamber opened my eyes to the 
fact that through me he was giving vent to his light hearted 
nature and great sense of humor that he was constrained 
from showing while performing his official duties as the 
defacto Principal of JCC; Rev. D.T. Niles being largely 
absent. He would inject considerable amount of humor 
into my usually dry drafts.

My time at Jaffna Central College 
by Sri-Guggan Sri-Skanda-Rajah

At Central June 1958 to December 1960.
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My period of life at Jaffna Central College was ten long Control for Cricket in Sri Lanka.
years 1947 to 1957, the best period free from stress and 
devoid from family responsibilities. Jaffna Central has 3). I was also elected unanimously as the Secretary General of 
molded tremendously my “ thinking “ on every aspect on the Nationalized Services Sports Federation holding this 
Social behaviour, which bestowed me the Highest position prestigious post under the leadership of Mr.Ashroff Ghany for 
in Sports Management in Sri Lanka, being the Only Tamil Four years consecutively, where the membership mostly 
apart from being the one and only Old Centralite to hold comes from Corporations, Boards, Banks and Nationalized 
prestigious Positions in the Administrative level of Cricket Establishments.
and Cricket Umpiring in Sri Lanka Sports Field.

I also wish to recall some of the very interesting incidents 
The foundation and the training we received from our Alma and/or occurrences that I may recall during my College days.
mater gave us self confidence, courage, determination and 
the ability to take up any position in our life and have given Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the Jaffna Old Boys 
great many opportunities being the one and only Centralite Association in September 1956
to hold these prestigious posts, on numerous occasions at The Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the Jaffna Central Old 
top level administrative posts in the field of Sports in Sri Boys Association of Jaffna was celebrated in September 1956.I 
Lanka. could still recall the large procession with Nathaswaram and 

Thavil that brought the Rev.C.A.Smith and plenty of 
I was elected to hold the Posts: ( 1 ) The General Secretary Dignitaries from Colombo from the Jaffna Railway Station to 
of the Jaffna Amateur Athletic Association under the the College for the Diamond Jubilee Celebration.The 
leadership of V.T.Sivalingam with able support from Diamond Jubilee Celebration, where I was one of the 
V.T.Ganeshalingam; ( 2 ) The General Secretary in the participant, was a grand festivity of Fancy Dress parade and 
Jaffna District Cricket Association under Dr. J.P.C. Philips Fancy Dress Soccer match and Cricket where I could 
as President( 3 ) Was also associated in the Jaffna Cricket remember, numerous Old Boys came from Colombo to join 
Umpires Association not only as an active Umpire but also this fun and festivity.
as an Administrator as well.

ndJaffna Central  St. Patricks 2 . Eleven Soccer Match
Work involvement took me to Colombo, where I was proud This was a day to rejoice. A day of reconciliation between two 
to be the one and only OLD CENTRALITE to be the leading Colleges, Jaffna Central and St. Patrick's college after 

ndCricket Umpire in the Association of Cricket Umpires Sri a lapse of ten long years. The Jaffna Central 2 . Eleven Soccer 
Lanka and  the Umpires Panel officiating numerous Team, self being the Goalie of the side, walked into St.Patrick's 
School, Mercantile, State, Nationalized & Government College Grounds for their soccer encounter being played after 
Services matches, the Board of Control for Cricket in Sri ten long years of absence. 
Lanka Tournament matches and the School Big Matches, Yes, both School Authorities headed by Rev. C.A.Smith and 
officiating throughout Sri Lanka. Rector Father Joseph in response to appeals from the Old Boys 

of both Schools and sports loving public, decided to make truce 
I was also the First Old Centralite elected to hold various after long lapse of period, forget the past and get together on the 

ndAdministrative Posts in the Sri Lankan Sports Field as Field of Sports. When Jaffna Central 2 . Eleven  walked into 
follows:…… the ground, to our amazement and shock, we noticed neither 
1).Elected as the General Secretary of the Association of Spectators nor School Boys on the grounds. But nonetheless, 
Cricket   Umpires Sri Lanka for Three Consecutive years we walked into the Grounds and suddenly we heard 
under M/S Upali Mahanama,R.I.T.Alles & Bandula thunderous round of applause coming from the balcony of the 
Warnapura as Presidents of the  Association during my College building and immediately we noticed the Rector, Staff 
tenure of office and thereafter the General Treasurer for two and leading Old Boys there to welcome us. This was a day in 
years. the History of the College and none of the Centralites, who 
2). As a Representative of the Co-operative Wholesale were there at the grounds, would forget in their life.
Establishment,
I was elected as the Tournament Secretary of the Central  St. John's Big Match 1954.
Nationalized Services Cricket Association for Three Another incident I could recall was the Big Match between 
consecutive years and thereafter as the General Secretary Jaffna Central and St. John's College,if I recall correctly was in 
for two years under M/S. Noel Wimalasena and Ashroff 1954, which year Jaffna Central College Old Boy's  Asociation 
Ghany as Presidents, until I immigrated to Canada. I also Jaffna Branch was celebrating the event on a grand scale. The 
did  represent the Nationalized Services Cricket match commenced with a massive crowd of Old Boys and 
Association in the General Meetings of the Board of 

Sweet Memories Of My Glorious School Days,

Accomplishments And Continuation Of Service.
R. Chelvaratnam
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Cricket enthusiasts watching the match. On the Second day impact was something like a blast in the hearts of the Boys and 
before Tea interval, St John's College was in a precarious staff members. With tears rolling from his eyes, this great 
position loosing 8 Second Innings wickets and an early Builder, Administrator and Preacher Principal Rev. C.A. Smith 
finish to the match. At this juncture, the J.C.C.O.B.A., spoke to the students with a trembling voice……..
Officials sent word to our College Skipper “ BOYS MY HEART ALSO BROKE INTO PIECES LIKE 
R.K.V.Premachandra, not to finish the match before tea THE GLASS TUMBLER”, then he begged the students that “ 
interval but to prolong the game up to the  tea interval. CENTRALITES SHOULD MAINTAIN THE DIGNITY OF 
Skipper R.K.V., was faced with an extremely difficult THE COLLEGE WHICH WE ARE THRIVING HARD TO 
decision to make, whether to comply with the request of the HOLD “. Conitnuing he aaid, “ FORGET ABOUT 
OBA or a finish the match and be a hero of the crowd.  EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED AND CONITNUE 
However Skipper was compelled to comply with the YOUR STUDIES AND BE YOURSELF A MAN, YOUR 
request of the OBA Officials to the dismay of the Crowd.  PARENTS AND THE COLLEGE ARE EXPECTING FROM 
The match commenced after a grand Tea and everyone YOU “. After the assembly we went to our Classrooms with a 
expecting an early win for Jaffna Central. But the St. Johns feeling of heavy heart and guilt with tears rolling from the eyes 
batsmen were holding the fort, batting with determination of every student. 
and purpose.  The time was running Central has lost its grip. This is another day and an incident no Centralite during that 
StJohns batsmen batting stubbornly. The crowd on the time will ever forget in his lifetime.
other hand was shouting for the Centralites to go for the kill. 
The skipper went all out using all his best bowlers, quickies My Participation in the activities of the O.B.A.
Pararajasingham attacking and even the fielders were After my School days and on my return to Jaffna on work 
positioned just in front of the batsman not even yards from involvement, I was associated with the services of the O.B.A.,
the bat. But of no avail. Elected as the Assistant Secretary of the Jaffna O.B.A.,and 
St. Johns batsmen were holding on, doing a wonderful job thereafter elected into the Colombo O.B.A.Committee
for their College. Finally, the match ended in a Draw with After immigrating to Canada, I was associated with the Canada 
jubilation from St. Johns camp. “ Cricket is a game of Alumni Association, which is another history in the making of 
chance, When you are on top, you must attack and if you my involvement with the Alumni Association of Canada.
relax, the Game is bound to have a turn”, this is what 
Cricket is all about. Determination on the part of the St. I wish to proudly remember my Principal Rev.C.A.Smith, Vice 
Johns batsmen with full concentration was the result, where Principals Mr. A.E.Tamber,Mr.J.C.Charles, my Prefect of 
CRICKET WAS THE WINNER.   Games Mr.T.I.Abraham, Kalaippulavar K.Navaratnam, 

M/S.Theivananthampillai, S. Mahalingam, V.Alagacone, R.K. 
Romaine House Athletic Champions after 10 years Rajasenan, Selvarajah Thambiah, T. Pararajasingam, V. 
A great occasion I could recall is the day we the members of D.Jeyaratnasingam, S Paramananthan, S.Kandasamy and my 
the Romaine House Athletic team became the House Col legues  N.Eth i rveeras ingam,  Kanageswaran ,  
Athletic Champions after a lapse of 10 long years. After K.Thayaparan, K. Somaskandan, S.Thavalingam, 
deep consultation, tactical planning by our group of Self as R.K.V.Premachandra, Bunny Vantwest, N. Pararajasingham, 
the Athletic Captain,V.T.Ganesha -lingam and N.Sivasithamparam, V.T.Sivalingam, V.T.Ganeshalingam and 
S.Thavalingam the Romaine House emerged as Athletic many many more where the list is very very long and sincerely 
Champions with tremendous backing and from our House Thank my Gurus and my Comrades for everything they 
master V. Alagacone, House Captain Yogasunderam. It was rendred to me in my student life at Central which was the 
a joyous day for the Romaine House boys with House foundation for me to achieve my ambition.
Master Alagacone beaming with a broad smile, which was 
another rememberable day of my School life. Reflections of the precious memories of our life at Jaffna 

Central centainly re-juvenates our spirits, link the Past and the 
College Hostel Strike and first day after the strike Present and the Future. 
The Hostel strike will be written as one of the sorrowful 

kj;jpapd; kzpf;nfhb epj;jpak; epiyf;Fk;..days in the History of the College.The strike prolonged for 
more than two weeks, resulting in damages to the hostel 
crockery and furniture and a black mark on the reputation 
of the College on the whole. The strike was over after some 
days and on our return to School, an Assembly was called-
for by the Principal Rev. C.A. Smith. The Boys and the 
Staff members assembled at the quadrangle in front of the 
Open-air theatre. There was pin drop silence when Rev. 
C.A.Smith entered the Open- Air Theatre stage. He came 
forward to the mike and suddenly threw something on to 
the stage and to the utter disbelief of the students and staff, 
Something fell and broke into pieces with a loud sound. The 
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1993-01-05 EXTRACTS: in Jaffna they met Mr. James Mootart, the Sub Collector who 
The Executive Committee of the Old Boys' Association of received them gladly and with whom they stayed. The two 
Jaffna Central College, appointed us to determine the Missionaries beagan to study Tamil and were assisted by the 
DATE OF THE FOUNDING OF THE COLLEGE from Rev. Christian David, a pious Tamil Preacher who was a 
those connected with Jaffna Central College and, they convert of the pioneer Indian Missionary, Christian Schwarts.
received written submissions from three people, namely;

st1. Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah, M.A., (Hull), B.D. (Seram), According to our records: On August 1 . 1816 the Old Orphan 
President: Methodist Church of Sri Lanka, Colombo. House and the Lutheran Church opposite the Esplanade were 
2. Dr.A.Sinnathamby, B.A.,Dip.in-Ed., M.A. (Ed.), Ph.D ( purchased from the Government by James Lynch for a sum of 
Ed), Formerly  Education Officer. 646 Rix Dollars.  It was the First Property acquired by the 
3. Mr. K. Manickavasagar, Librarian, Jaffna Central Mission in Jaffna, and provided it with a well situated Chapel 
College, Jaffna. and School. ( Small, W J T Ed. A History of the Methodist 

Church in Ceylon 1814-1964,Wesley Press,Colombo,1964 
The Old Boys' Association tendered the written P.63 ). The English School which was started in this building 
submissions of the above-named three persons for us to was later named in 1817 a Jaffna Wesleyan English School.  In 
consider the Date of Founding of the College. 1824 the School which existed at the Esplanade was moved to 

the Vembadi Mission House Building.In 1834 the Rev.Peter 
In addition to the written submissions of the above-said Perceival expanded the school curriculam and facilities and 
people, the following publications, among many others, renamed the school as “ Jaffna Central School “.
were used for our guidance.

stFrom these records you will see that 1 . August 1816 is the date 
1.  Jaffna Central College: Centenary Memorial Edition ( of the opening of Jaffna Central College.
1834-1934) published in 1936 by the Committee appointed 
to write the History  of Jaffna Central College. Dr.A. Sinnathamby, in his short written submission states as 
2.  A History of the Methodist Church in Ceylon, 1814- follows: “ My research on Jaffna Central College reveals the 
1964 Edited by  Rev. W.J.T. Small. fact that Jaffna Central College was founded earlier that 1834.  
3.  Kankesan Kalvi malar, published by the Principals; the fact to be brought out is that Rev. Peter Perceival 
Association of  Kankesanthurai Circuit in 1985. reorganised Jaffna Central College and not founded it.

In the absence of any written documents left by the The Wesleyan Missionaries came in 1814 and in the same year 
Founders, the History of a College is normally traced from they founded the Sunday School which became popular 
the contemporaneous writings, correspondences, and also internationally.  The modern trend in educational history of 
related writings of the Old Boys. Fortunately, as far as this Institution is to bo by the continuity of the tradition of the 
Jaffna Central College is concerned, we were able to go Institution from 1814.  the Wesleyan Missionaries started 
through the Centenary publication,along with the literature educational activities in Jaffna in 1816 after purchasing the 
On the History of the Methodist Mission in Ceylon and Old Orphan House.  Lynch and Squance began teaching in the 
other Missionary Schools in Jaffna. purchased building itself.  It is the Sunday School which began 
 by the Methodist Mission, later became Jaffna English School, 
Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah  in his written submission has and subsequently renamed as “ Jaffna Central School “.  The 
stated as follows: “ In 1989 Methodist /central College, Jaffna Central School became “ Jaffna Central College” in due 
Batticaloa, started by the Methodist Church, celebrated its course. 

th175 . Anniversary.  In 1991 Newstend Girls' School in 
Nogombo, another Methodist School celebrated its 175 Mr. K. Manickavasagar, in his thirty three page type written 
Anniversary. While checking  our records, we came across submission has analyzed various sources to determine the 
a new fact regarding Jaffna Central College.  I wish to pass DATE OF FOUNDING OF JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE.  
on the information as to the Date of the Founding of the His work pertaining to the origin of this school is more or less a 
School, which came to be known later as Jaffna Central research and cited reliable authorities to determine the date of 
College. The Rev. james Lynch and the Rev. Thomas founding of this Insititution.  His has brought out the 

thSquance arrived in Jaffna on 10 . August 1814. On arrival drawbacks of the Jaffna Central College ( 1834-1934) 

Report  Of  The  Committee  Appointed  By  The 

Old Boy's Association  Of  Jaffna  Central College
To  Determine  The  Date  Of The Founding  Of  Jaffna  Central  College

The Committee comprises of Mr. K.Kathiravelupillai, District Judge  Chairman;  

Members Dr. K.Sittampalam. M.A., Ph.D., Head : Dept. of History, University of Jaffna and 

Dr. Rev. A.W. Jebanesan,B.D., Minister Methodist Church, Jaffna.
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Centenary Memorial Edition, published in 1936. In fact, condition that they would in return give instruction to the 
his submission was guidance for us to consider various native Headman and their children in the great object no less 
authorities, and to determine the date of founding of Jaffna important to the Govern --ment of acquiring a knowledge of 
Central College.  In his conclusion he has stated that the the English Language “.
forerunner of Jaffna Central College was founded on the This information is also found in the “ History of the 
First day of August 1816.  The Centenary Memorial Methodist Church in Ceylon” (p.84) where it is stated that 
Edition of Jaffna Central College ( 1834-1934), published the Government paid small sum to the Galle and Matara 
in 1936; and the History of Methodist Church in Ceylon English Schools began in 1814 at Governor Brownrigg's 
(1814-1964) published by the Wesley Press, Colombo are suggestion.
the most important materials available to us to trace the C. Therefore,one has to reviews the activities of the Wesleyan 
founding of Jaffna Central College. Missionaries in Jaffna agaist the above background.  These 

thMissionaries   reached Jaffna on the 10 .Of August 1814. As 
Though the Centenary memorial Edition of 1936 says stated in the Centenary    Memorial Edition of Jaffna Central 
about the period of development between 1834 and 1934, it College,the two Missionaries,    Lynch and Squance, proposed 
covers a period anterior to it. immediately on their arrival to open up    Schools.  Their work 

during this period (1814-1816) was largely  Preliminary,No 
Mr. K. Navaratnam,Secretary to the Centenary Memorial Building had yet been purchased. Services were Conducted in 
Edition Committee In his preface to the Edition states that the Fort Church. Lynch and Squance were learning Tamil  And 
this book is divided into three parts.  The First part deals a beginning in the way of Christian literature was made by 
with the arrival of the pioneer Missionaries and the Circulating sermons in Tamil written on Olas.  They were 
founding of Schools. The period dealt with in this section is preaching  In the Bazaar, conducting a Sunday School and 
from 1814 to 1833, during which time Central was a mixed converting people.
English School catering to the needs of the children of the D. However,on the First of August 1816,the Old Orphan 
Jaffna Town. The Second part begins with the House and Lutheran Church opposite the Esplanade were 
reorganization of the school by Rev. Perceival, under the purchased by Lynch from
new name of Jaffna Central School and covers the period    The Government for a sum of 646 Rix Dollars. This was the 
between 1834 and 1869. The Third part deals with First Property acquired by the Mission in Jaffna. E. The 
University Affiliation and the development of Collegiate naming of the School and the Date of its Founding are the two 
Education as far as 1934. Other key issues, which deserve our consideration.
It is clear from the Centenary Memorial Edition of Jaffna 
Central College that this School was started before 1834 F. With regard to naming: As there is clear evidence for the 
and it was only reorganized the re-named as Jaffna Central naming of The Schools opened by the Wesleyan Mission in 
School in 1834 by Rev. Peter Perceival. 1814 at Galle, Matara

   And Batticaloa as English Schools, we are convinced that in 
The following Four Chapters of the Centenary Memorial Jaffna  Too they adopted a similar method by naming their 
Edition are important for our considerations and First School as
comments.    “ English School “. G. Regarding the Founding of the 

i. The Wesleyan pioneers. School:the available evidence suggests  that the property for 
ii. Founding of Schools. the school and a Chapel was bought on the  First of August 
iii. Wesleyan English School. 1816.  the authors of Ceylon and its methodism' say  That the 
iv. The Jaffna Central School… building was provided with a well situated chapel and a  

School ( p.35).  This is in agreement with the reference found 
CONCLUSION AS TO THE DATE OF FOUNDING OF in     
JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE    The book titled “Notes in Jaffna”, where the author says that 
A. The First Wesleyan Missionaries arrived in Ceylon on the Building was converted at a small expense into a small 

ththe 29 .Of June 1814. On their arrival they felt that School and a Chapel (p.8). Spending money for the repairs is 
they could use education as a  Medium to achieve it.  This is also further 
quite evident from their activities Soon after their arrival.     Confirmed by the letter of Harward written in 1816.
For, they established English Schools in the same year of H. Although the evidence cited above confirm the repairs 
their arrival in Galle, Matara and Batticaloa. effected to  The newly purchased building, they do not 
B. At this time they were also assured of Government mention anywhere Categorically as to when this was done; 
support. This is Known from the letter of the “ Good before the actual occupation

th    Of the building or during the occupation of the building. Christian Brownrigg” dated 17 . Of August 1814, written 
Probably, They would have been done at a time when the to the Secretary of State.  This letter is Quoted in T. Ranjit 
School had started Functioning.Ruberu's book “ Education in Colonial Ceylon ( 1962) p. 
I. The perusal of the documents of the Wesleyan Mission 136 as follows: “ When the first batch of four Wesleyan 
Church clearly Shows that the actual founding of the English Missionaries arrived in the year 1814, Brownrigg granted 
School took place onan allowance of 50 Rix Dollars per month to each priest on 



The date of the purchase of the property on the First of N. There is also some more evidence for the functioning of the 
stAugust 1816. This is also testified to by the letter by School  Established by Lynch. Mr. Carver in his letter of 31 . 

Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah who, being the President of the March 1817 Has mentioned that a youth of eighteen years, a 
Methodist Mission in Sri Lanka had the materials of the student of Lynch, Been violently persecuted because he 
Mission at his disposal. This is In tune with the activities of became a Christian. Moreover, Lynch visited Madras in 
this Mission in other parts of Sri Lanka as well. February of the same year ( 1817 ) to lay   The foundation for a 

Methodist Mission there. Hence it is very  Likely that his visit 
J. As far as Jaffna is concerned the real execution of the plan would have been a follow up of his success in  Jaffna. The 
of the  Missionaries was delayed for want of a suitable Wesleyan Mission drew up a programme of establsishing  
building at the time Of their arrival on the Tenth of August School in august 1817. three more schools were established at  
1814  for two years.   Nevertheless, the evidence at our Vannarpannai, Navatkuli and Puttur in 1818, probably after 
disposal vouch for the fact that  They were doing their 
preparatory work during this period before the Purchase of    Initial success in founding an English School on the First of  
the building on the First of August 1816. They were   August 1816 which was renamed as Wesleyan English School 
Engaged in preaching in the Bazaar organizing a Sunday in the  Following year. This school was reorganized and 
School, Converting people and finally drawing up a plan renamed as Jaffna
for Schools.    Central School by Rev. Perceival in 1834. Finally it was 
K. With a definite plan and property at their disposal their named as Jaffna Central college in 1869.
task of Founding the school was facilitated by other factors O. On the basis of, the facts mentioned above, we are 
as well.  For instance, the Orphan House they purchased convinced, beyond Doubt, that the Jaffna English School, the 
had the tradition of    Functioning as a School during the nucleus of the present Jaffna Central College, was founded on 
Dutch period although it ceased  To function since the year the First of August 1816, the Date on which a property was 
1803.  There is also evidence to show  That the very same purchased for establishing a School and  A Chapel. In this 
Missionaries who worked in Colombo had used the   connection, we the Old Centralites around the Globe, wish to 
Orphanages of the Dutch for similar purpose. convey our grateful Thanks to the Chairman and members of 

the Committee Mr. K. Kathiravetpillai, Dr. K. Sittampalam 
L. The preparatory work of the Missionaries during and Dr. Rev. A.W. Jebanesan and Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah, 
theperiod 1814-1816  Shows that there was no problem in Dr.A.Sinnathamby and Mr. K.Manickavasagar for their 
getting teachers or students for    This purpose.  Lynch, valuable submissions to the Committee to enable the 
along with the assistance rendered by Daniel  Theophilus, Committee to arrive at their convincing conclusions to 
who was very keen in opening up Schools found it easier  determine the Date of the Founding of Jaffna Central College 
To execute his plan smoothly. Moreover,Governor at FIRST OF AUGUST 1816.

thBrownrigg's letter to the Colonial Secretary dated  6 .June 
1816 assured a regular monthly pay for the teachers of 
these schools.  All the factors would have encouraged the 
Missionaries to  found the school on the very same day of This Extract is the True report of the Committee appointed by 
the purchase of the property. the Old Boy's Association of Jaffna Central College to 

determine the Date of Founding of Jaffna Central College, 
Collected and reproduced for the Information of the Old 

M. The founding of the school on the First of August 1816 Centralites and those interested in the History of the  College 
is also Further confirmed by the reply Lynch received from by  Ramasamy Chelvaratnam.

thRev. Glennie, Colonial Chaplain, dated 6 . September 
1816, quoted by Ranjit Ruberu   (p.182). Although we did 
not come across the copy of the letter  written by Lynch to 
Rev. Glennie, the reply itself vouches for the  fact that 
Lynch had really written to Rev. Glennie about his  recently 
founded school itself.  It is quite possible that Lynch as the 
Chairman of the Wesleyan Mission of Ceylon ( 1816-1824 
) would have been happier in announcing the Foundation of 

ththe School before   the 6 . September. The letter reads as 
follows, “ No School I feel,  will succeed in this Country 
however properly established in the first instance, unless 
they are strictly and constantly attended to,  afterwards. All 
Institutions of this kind, however good the rules of  
discipline, will rapidly degenerate, unless strictly attended 
to by active European Superintendents who have the 
success of the Gospel principally at heart and uppermost in 
their thoughts “.
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vq;fspd; ghuhl;Lf;Fk; kjpg;Gf;Fk; cupa aho; kj;jpa 

fy;Yhupapd; gioa khztd; K.S.ghyr;re;jpud; xU rpwe;j 

eifr;Rit ebfd;> rpdpkh ehlf ebfd;> ,af;Fzh;> fjhrpupaH> 

vOj;jhsH> tpkHrpfH vdg; gy;fiyfspy; rpwe;J tpsq;FfpwhH. 

jdJ eifr;Rit %yk; vkJ gioa khztHfs; kj;jpapy; 

kl;Lky;y fdlh tho; jkpo; fiy urpfHfs; kj;jpapy; ed;F 

mwpKfkhd xU gpupaH ,d;W vkJ kj;jpa jPgk; gy;fiy 

epfo;r;rp muq;fpy; gy;fiy Nte;jd; vd;w gl;lk; #l;b mtiu 

nfsutpg;gjpy; aho; kj;jpa gioa khzt rq;fk;> fdlh kl;lw;w 

kfpo;r;rp nfhs;SfpwJ. mtupd; fiy MHtk; NkYk; tsu 
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As your blood pressure trying to scale dizzy heights and your waist University in UK and nowadays for VicTamils here in Melbourne. 
line wants to move farther and wider with age, you tend to think of But wicket keeping wasn't my first choice. I became one totally by 

rdthe best years in life  the childhood and the school days.  To those accident. I still remember playing my first ever 3  XI match against 
rdwho don't know me, I was at Central  from 1962 to 1973 and played Kokuvil Hindu (only a few schools  used to field  3  XI and cricket 

stCricket for 1  XI during my last three years. Everyone will have tales season lasted only  a few matches). I was fielding at third man and 
from school days to share, and here are some of mine which mostly walking upto mid on at the end of the over after over. Balls hardly 
related to Cricket. Most of the Centralites who played or watched ever reached me and I got a bit bored. I wanted to be part of the 
Cricket in the 60s and 70s can relate to most of my experiences while action.  At the same time our wicket keeper was  having problems 
others may find them interesting. catching the balls cleanely, injured his fingers and pleading with his 

captain to stick to spinners and not the pacemen because he simply 
couldn't cope anymore. At the end of the innings he complained to 

Early days the coach and I volunteered to take up the glove. I don't know what 
Like many who grew up with me I was a cricket fanatic. With my made me to volunteer - probably my boredom at thirdman. So in the 

ndsiblings, cousins, kids from neighbourhood I always found 2  innings I donned the keeping glove for the first time ever in my 
somewhere to play  especially streets and tiny backyards where a big life, didn't do too badly and never looked back! Whatever Keeping 
Jack tree doubled as stumps, to the annoyance of the neighbours. skills left in me are now are the reason Victamils are giving a game 
Retrieving balls from neighbours aren't always easy. Some were on Summer Sundays now, eventhough during most of my cricketing 
nice but one of the them was so mean that she slits our  tennis balls life, I was selected primarily as a batsman. My brother Rameez took 
and threw back to make them unusable. In a way the butchered balls up keeping after me for central  then my nephew Fowzan did the 
were partly responsible for my strokes along the ground in later same before becoming a bowler when leading  St. Johns. Whether 
years. While we were toying with tennis ball cricket during our you  do well or not, Wicket keeping keeps you always in the game 
primary school years, college first XI cricketers were our heroes. I while fielding and one thing is guaranteed  you'll never get BORED. 
used to count how many Central cricketers I have sighted during our 
day at school and check out against my brothers numbers. I was so 
excited when I saw school cricketers at close proximity, after all Cricket gear 1970's style
school cricket is the best we ever had then as we didn't have TVs to Good Cricket bats are so rare in our days. Only 2 or so at most would 
beam live international cricket at home.  I hardly ever missed any be bought per season that the rest are leftovers with the splitting 
matches Central played, but some times it was more fun playing wood meticulously wound with oiled black twine by Kandiah our 
outside the boundary with friends than watching a match. We soaked evergreen groundboy. Only the opening batsmen had the luxury of 
up the atmosphere of the match but we had our own fun. “Garam choosing bats. The ones who follow normally exchange the bat 
Sundal” (spicy chickpeas) and popsicles tasted better on match days midway to the pitch at the fall of a wicket. The two best bats would 
for some reason. never be the same and you have a preferred bat. While you waiting 

your turn to bat  you secretly wish the next wicket to fall should be 
The most memorable cricketing days were no doubt the lunch time the guy with your favourite bat! At times even if your wish comes 
cricket while at primary school. One hour lunch break started at through, the not out batsman in the middle spoils your day by 
12.30. I don't think any of us learned anything between  12 to 2pm. exchanging the bat before the ousted batsman leaves the pitch! 
Lunch is consumed within a few seconds at the 12.30 bell and we are Thinking about Kandiah who recently departed this world, he is a 
out in the ground within 3 minutes. Couple of suitcases (soft school genius. I wonder how he single handedly prepared all out pitches, 
bags and backpacks were never invented then) stacked on top of marked out all the running tracks for athletic meets, repaired the 
each other served as stumps. Match fixtures are made against matting, cricket gear etc. His topless figure is hard to forget and he 
neighbouring classes during morning breaks. If you want to make it bothered to wear shirt only on match days and when he went to his 
in the playing XI, cricketing skills won't guarantee you a place, but family in Point Pedro once in a while.
owning a ball, bat or a suitcase will. Batting side captain and his best 
friend inevitably opened the batting, but the rest of the batting order When I became a ”senior” player, I was able to bribe Kandiah  and 
depended on who is the fastest to snatch the bat from the batman who got my preferred bat used in the season earlier cleaned, oiled and 
loses his wicket. Once the match starts the boys who watch the wound again and was able to take it home as if I own it. There is a 
match gradually make their way near the pitch and they end up being kind of cool feeling those days riding the bike with your “own” bat 
closer to the action than the fielders. Matches normally started with placed on the handle, boots tied together by their laces hanging over 
eleven on each side but by the end of the  break the number swells bracket meant for the light and the colourful  home made tote bag 
and becomes a free for all contest. There will be a few dozen matches hanging over your shoulders going to the cricket practice. You didn't 
go on at the ground during lunch time with hundreds of boys in need the Grey Nicolls coffin sized cricket bag to fit your kit in as you 
action, but at 1.30 the ground will vacate within a few seconds. Back never owned any equipment and never changed your outfit during 
in the class room nothing can penetrate your brain till about 2pm the course of a match no matter how dirty they got.
while your dripping sweat settles down.

Thinking about the cricket outfit we wore those days, they were 
On becoming a Wicket Keeper awful to put it simply. Comfortable, loose fitting trousers are never 
My graduation from tennis ball to cricket ball started when I heard of; White cotton drill trousers washed with a dash of “Milk 

rdmanaged to impress the 3  XI coach Donald Ganeshakumar during White Blue” and ironed with starch is a must for the match. The 
the trials when about hundred boys turned up, where the skills honed fashion of the day was tight fitting trousers with hems a couple of 
in our backyard came in handy. I have been a wicket keeper all along inches above the ankle and cricket bottoms are no exception after all 
my cricket life staring from Jaffna Central then at Middlesex what we wore on the field were worn day to day for school as well.

Memories of an Accidental Wicket Keeper
M S Nazeer  (1962 - 1973 at Central)
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None of us owned any cricket gear and they were always provided by is something we didn't look forward to  due to the lack of spoken 
the school and we had to share them. They are all dumped in the English skills which were at a premium. When you are leading the 
“coffin” in Kandiah's room which  weighed about a ton and acted as side, you simply can't avoid having to talk to the opposing team - our 
his bed at night. To fish out  any  protective gear with all straps and self confidence simply takes a nose dive when we have to play 
buckles (decades before Velcro) intact itself before a game or a “English speaking” teams like Royal College. Thankfully, I didn't 
practice session is a special  skill. Our coach Selvarajah master have to lead a side against Royal and had the satisfaction of leading 
would pullout a couple of brand new gloves every season which has the side beating Maliyadeva (Kurunagela) at Jaffna in 1973. I had the 
very economical thorny rubber strip sewed on each finger on a cotton privilege of captaining Central in 1973. Though it was an honour, I 
glove. Come to think of it, the design of that glove is the only thing don't think I enjoyed the responsibilities which came with it too 
we ever shared with Sir Don Bradman! We were never taught how to much. 
evade a bouncer. So this glove is guaranteed to knock your knuckles 
off when fending off a head high bouncer! Often one has to use Touring team from Australia
protective gear just used by another which would still be wet with Australian Schools X1 toured Srilanka in before 1972 season and 
sweat. Boxes are the worst to bear but thankfully they were worn they had a game against Jaffna Schools. Though I was in the team 
outside the jockstraps buckled around waist and thighs. Some along with other centralites  Mahendran & Shanthikumar, I couldn't 
players who are in the team for their bowling don't even think highly make it into the final X1 and have to sit out as a reserve with a few 
about any protective gear. They are at home grabbing the bat without others. I probably would have made it into the playing eleven had the 
gloves. Given a choice they would rather go to the middle without match took place at the end of our season after a few decent scores 
any protection for their often brief stay. Wicket Keeping pads were with the bat, especially in the big match. Australians rested few of 
never invented then the keeping breed had to contend with heavy their best who took turns as their scorers. For Jaffna schools, I was 
batting pads. nominated as the scorer, not  probably because of my somewhat 

neater handwriting, but I think others were too scared to sit with the 
Battle of the North Australians. Though I didn't fancy at first, I was was left with no 
No experience can beat playing in the Big Match in front of choice. But it wasn't that bad and the Aussies didn't take offence to 
thousands of fee paying, noisy spectators against St John's when you my limited English. Ray Bright & Graham Yallop were among rested 
are a Central cricketer. I did play thrice, in the first one I have hardly players who scored with me. Both of them went on to play for 
anything to remember personally, but Mahendiran's century is still Australia and Yallop captained the Aussie in the Packer era. While 
unforgettable. I didn't have a very good day behind the stumps and it the Jaffna schools lost , the highlight for us was Shanthikumar's  6 
was awful having to walk through the crowd  into the school building wickets which earned high praise from Aussies manager and he went 
for lunch & tea. Taunts, verbal abuses are liberally thrown by people on to play for Srilankan  schools, which is no mean feat, emulating 
who enjoy the freedom of speech after a couple of drinks and you his brother Donald Ganeshakumar who toured Australia with 
don't want to know who says what as your eyes are fixed on the path Srilankan school team years earlier. 
and you are just following your mates into the safe haven of the 
school building. The second year was the best ever for me and your Selvarajah Master 
eyes wide open and lit up and you want to make eye contact with the No Jaffna Central cricket story from our era would be complete 
people after you make a match saving 84 rescuing your side which without the mention of Selvarajah master. He is a great character and 
has lost 4 wickets for about less than 10 runs on board. Notching up a a legend in his own right. My memories of him are so many  as a man 
50 in a big match is really a thrilling feeling when the spectators who who almost worked from home and as the only the man able keep his 
sit at the edge of the boundary invade the pitch to have their own thrill job while enjoying his drink daily while at work! Who can forget his 
to shake your hand, give plenty of advice on how to play the rest of trips to the bar at the Rest house at 10 am in the morning on borrowed 
your innings, coupled with cap pulling, bat snatching and even lifting students bicycles and returning with somebody else's. Above all he 
off your feet in appreciation. But reaching such a milestone have a was a longstanding figure associated with Cental's sports, a good 
downside too  being hugged and kissed by toxicated supporters (not friend of us all and an unforgettable one.
students).  The awful odour of arrack which stays with for quite a 
while. I am pretty sure some don't even know who are they Finally….
congratulating or what for. I kicked myself losing my wicket without It wasn't easy being a Muslim in a 95% non muslim environment. 
joing the exclusive club of Big match centurians, but was happy with When you grow up inevitably there are frictions, competitions, jokes 
that important innings.The big match drew a lot of pilgrims annually & fights among boys with taunts sometimes bordering on religious 
to Jaffna especially the old boys employed in Colombo and one of the lines. You get hurt no doubt, but you learned to live with it. Not all 
rituals of them is get drunk before the match starts. Getting the Best teachers are innocent either when they crack jokes on religious 
batsman's trophy at the big match was the highlight of my school grounds in front of the class but when you are in the minority you 
cricket life and I duly went to Gnanams studio to have my customary have to cop it in the chin. But as I grew older and became a cricketer I 
picture taken with challenge trophy along with other borrowed ones never felt others treated me any differently and looking back, I 
before returning the trophy. The other three trophies on offer at the cherish every minute of my school days at Central.
big match for best bowler, fielder and allrounder have spent time in (mnazeer@unidrive.com.au)
our household in the following years when won by my younger 
brother Rameez and nephew Fowzan. Our household experienced 
somewhat unusual problems when they played against each other in 
the Big match. Our backyard also produced two more school 
cricketers in the family with elder brothers Aboobucker and Hameed 
Ali for playing for Central and Jaffna College respectively.

Language Barrier
We had mixed feelings playing against outstation schools. We looked 
forward to going out of Jaffna to play and the fun associated with it is 
one thing, but socializing with them when they come down to Jaffna 
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What is it that gives a human being the feeling of Sinathurai and Kanapathy's stories make our 
house, of 'home'? What happens if one loses it? One understanding more clear. The veedu valavu forms an 
could say that we understand the feeling of 'home' integral communion in Tamil life. In this communion 
when we have lost it temporarily or irreparably. This a Tamil person would feel as a whole integrated 
was my experience when I listened to Tamil refugees personality, close to the soil.  If that is taken away, 
in refugee camps constantly lamenting the loss of then it forms a vacuum, which other material benefits 
their homes and families. The 'veedu valavu' (house, cannot replace. 
compound) surrounded by solid fence (veli) is a most They need to have a property with compound to feel 
important concept in Tamil life. 'comfortable'. People feel insecure and uncomfortable 

because their comfortable condition was altered by Sinathurai was born Sinnamugathuvaram in the district of 
the context of the present house. Kanapathy's 

Batticaloa, a fishing village near akkaraipattu. He was a statement of “my life, enjoyment and whole purpose 
of being a person” shows the close bonding one can fisherman but saved money little by little “to build his own 
get to the house and compound. When that 'life and 

veedu with a valavu”. Sinathurai's life was focussed on 
enjoyment' is removed from a person, then his 

earning enough money to build a veedu. That was his 'purpose' in life is 'lost'. One begins to live a life 
without happiness, without peace of mind, and so ambition, purpose and goal of life. His dream, savings, 
without any purpose for living. The Sri Lankan Tamil 

plans, and ambitions were shattered when the house 
historical, social and cultural context, one can say, 

was completely destroyed in by Tsunami attack then emerges from veedu valavu as Holmes puts it: “A 
place one feels safe, relaxed and secure to store his within few months after the house-warming 
treasure.”(Holmes 1980: 54) Moreover, the concept 

ceremony. After loosing the house Sinathurai and a 
of house and compound enables a person to identify 

child he does not want to go back to his village. with a specific group of people who live with the same 
In Sinathurai's life losing the veedu does not only conceptual background. There is no one distinctive 
mean losing a real property. With the loss of his valavu grouping among Tamil people; it is divergent and 
he felt he had lost his being as a person in his village. varied and becomes very complex to analyse, due to 
He lost the status of being considered respected the different caste groupings. Yet there are 
human being. commonalities that weave every Tamil village into a 
Kanapathy is an old man living with his son's family. unified Tamil society. It is desirable to understand 
Kanapathy lost his wife and the house. He says “My these patterns to understand the unifying link that 
veedu is in Jaffna”. This explains the core of the brings every Sri Lankan Tamil under one broad 
meaning of Tamil veedu House and compound of the umbrella called Sri Lankan Tamilhood. However, Sri 
Tamil society is that grouping ordinance that turns the Lankan Tamils see a solid substructure to Tamil life, 
mere individuals to a Sri Lankan Tamil person with a the whole area of veedu valavu becomes an 
common culture for life together. Without veedu enlargement of one's house.(Holmes 1980: 53) You do 
valavu, Tamil people will loose their meaning in life not feel lonely, isolated, threatened because “you and 
and loose their inner peace. A building or structure yours are sealed in, safe and sound, in your 
cannot form a Tamil veedu and no common garden or compound.” (Holmes 1980: 53) 
public park can replace the valavu on which a veedu is The concept of veedu valavu first depicts the idea of 
built. I begin to understand Kanapathy's torment shelter and sanctuary, “one's home is one's refuge, a 
about valavu: place one runs to in times of danger” (Daniel & 

I planted several trees with my own hands, tampi My Thangaraj 1995: 239) and second, creates the feeling 
coconut trees would be bearing coconuts now. If I were of owning the space of one's life. A person 
in my veedu I could have plucked mangoes  tampi .I 

“personally, socially and spiritually” feels “at peace” planted several fruit trees, vegetables and flowering 
(Holems 1980: 54) within his veedu valavu. Although shrubs for beauty and utility in my garden. I made use of 

every piece of land that was my life, enjoyment and the Tamil word veedu literally refers to a house 
whole purpose of being a person in my village. structure or a residential unit of a family, it 

THE HOUSE (veedu):
Destroyed Sanctuary of Tamils

Rev. Dr.  Albert W. Jebanesan 



contextually gives a different meaning to the Tamil life became the project of survival, and in many cases 
refugees. The Sri Lankan anthropologist Daniel they have become refugees in their own villages. The 
(1987: 109) explains this eloquently: familiar norms and values were no longer functional; 

A house, to a Tamil, is more than just a structure built to now they were living under different circumstances, 
the specifications of the owner. It is like all other forms and their basic Tamil life was threatened; they found 
of substance, in constant flux, mixing with and 

that their life became impossible in their own cultural changing according to the substances that come in 
context, because the context had been disintegrated. contact with it.
Their symbols now have no meaning, their gods have The veedu is not just a building.  The veedu is a 
no power, and their temples are no longer the substance, a living organism, and like any other living 
gravitational centres of life.  we see that the waves organisms needs nurturing and protection. In the mind 
have destroyed the 'sanctuary' aspect of Tamil houses.of the Tamil refugees, the veedu valavu created an 
References:emotional relationship between the physical structure 
Daniel, E. V. & Thangaraj, Y., “Forms, Formations, and and the social community in a way similar to human Transformations of the Tamil Refugee” in Daniel, E. V. & Knudsen, J. 

attachments. In our conversations I was able to C., Mistrusting Refugees.  Berkeley, USA: University of California 
Press, 1995.perceive a deep suffering for the loss of this 
Daniel, E. Valentine, Fluid Signs: Being a Person the Tamil Way, relationship. They were emotionally moved when Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 1987.

they talked about human losses in their villages; in a Holmes, W Robert, Jaffna (Sri Lanka) 1980.  Jaffna, Sri Lanka: The 
Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society of Jaffna similar manner they cried when they talked about the 
College, 1980.loss of their veedu valavu. No insurance company can 

compensate for this loss.
The entire concept of life style has changed for them 
very quickly, even before they realised that they 
needed to change themselves. Tamil refugees do not 
feel content in an alternative house or temporary tent/ 
shelter. All the Tamil refugees during had come to the 
refugee camps as fugitives, and shared the traumatic 
experiences faced by them before they sought asylum 
in a camp. In the case of all the persons interviewed in 
camps, when 'the waves came', order gave place to 
disorder, peacefulness gave place to restlessness, the 
familiar became strange, security became insecurity, 
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After a lapse of fifteen years, looking back All these are possible due to the untiring efforts of the 
nostalgically, I embarked on a trip to Jaffna mainly to Old Boys Associations spread all over the world, 
see my alma-mater, Jaffna Central College where I providing relentless and commendable service at the 
had spent the major part of my youth both as a student National and International level. 
and as a teacher.

It's really a great landmark in the history of the O.B.A 
With enthusiasm mounting, I entered the peninsula. to celebrate its centenary this year.  At this juncture, a 
But my expectations gradually dwindled as I much greater responsibility awaits the O.B.A..  We 
proceeded inland.  The debris of skeletal buildings are passing through a crucial period of uncertainly 
here and there, the chopped off coconut and palmyrah and disillusionment.  In the past Central had 
palms, the landmine warning sign boards along the withstood all upheavals and it will continue to 
Kandy road were a prelude to what was in store for withstand them in future too.  I am sure our O.B.A. in 
me. its "combined action" will rise up to the occasion, 

serve the college more earnestly, more energetically 
In Jaffna as I drew closer along the clock tower road, and more enthusiastically and see that "Central's flag 
the panoramic view of Central's frontage could no must never be lowered."
more be seen, due to the construction of a wall all 
around the playground.  My heart sank as I turned 
around and saw wilderness spread all over the place.

What a paradise was it then!  The area was bustling 
with life; the public library - the pride of Jaffna, the 
open-air theatre and the Veerasingham hall that 
provide a variety of entertaining programmes, the 
Duraiappah stadium with jubilant soccer fans, the 
serpentine queue of movie fans in front of the Regal 
cinema, the Dutch fort and the court complex, the 
amusement of children in the Subramaniam park, the 
Muniappar temple and the St.Peters church and not 
forgetting "Mani Annai's portable" tea kiosk that 
caters mainly for Central.  All these were things of the 
past, in this compact sprawling area.  In such a 
conducive environment was Central then.

Today the area had lost its pristine beauty.  No more 
could be seen the hustle and bustle of city life, no 
more could be seen the various literary and aesthetic 
activities that enthral the public.  Instead the entire 
area is deserted and comes to a standstill before dusk.

But inspite of all these adversities and calamities 
Central continues to function with it flag fluttering in 
the gentle breeze that comes from the nearby 
shoreline.  The renovation of damaged buildings, the 
construction of new buildings and the installation of 
updated educational equipments continue unabated.  

Central's Flag Must Never Be Lowered
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B.A. (Cey), PGDE-TESL

(an old boy and former teacher)
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vkJ clypd; gpujhd fl;Lg;ghl;L ikak; 
%isahFk;. %isapy; cUthFk; rpwpjstpyhd Kl;il Gujtifapy; jpwkhdJ. ,jpy; Nfhypd; 
kpd;rhuk; euk;Gf;fzj;jhf;fq;;fis Vw;gLj;jp (Choline) vd;nwhU gjhHj;jk; cz;L. 
cly; KOtijAk; ,af;fpf; nfhz;L ,g;gjhHj;jk; mrw;iwapy; Nfhypd; (Acetylcholine) 
,Uf;fpd;wJ. ,Ujaj;jpy; cs;s ehd;F vd;Dk; gjhHj;jkhf khwp euk;Gf; fyq;fspilNa 
miwfspy; tyJ gf;fr; Nrhizaiwapy; nra;jpg; ghpkhw;wk; eilngw cjTfpd;wJ. 
jhdpaq;F ikak; xd;W cz;L. ,J ,jatbg;ig Nfhypd; gjhHj;jk; mlq;fpa czit 
xOq;fhf ,aq;fr; nra;fpd;wJ. vdpDk; %isapy; cz;gtHfs; ey;y Qhgf rf;jp cilatHfshf 
,Ue;J tUk; ghpT euk;Gk; guhghpT euk;Gk; ,jaj; ,Uf;fpd;whHfs; vd Ma;Tfs; $Wfpd;wd.
Jbg;gpd; Ntfj;ijf; $l;bf; Fiwf;fpd;wd.

fHg ;gpzpj;jha;khUf;F Nfhypd; kpfTk; 
NkNy Fwpg;gpl;Ls;s nray;fs; eilngWtjw;F mtrpakhdJ. ,J njhg;Gs; nfhbapD}lhfr; 
gytpjkhd ,urhadj;jhf;fq;fs; eilngwy; nrd;W rpRtpd; tsHr;rpf;F cjTfpd;wJ. xU 
Ntz;Lk;. vkJ cly; gQ;r g+jq;fshy; Kl;ilapy; ruhrhp 230 fpuhk; msT 
cUt h f ; f g ; g l ; lJ .  ts H r ; r p f ;  F k ;  nf hny] ; n u Nwy ;  cz ;L .  FUj pa py ;  
clw;njhopw ;ghLfSf;Fk; rpe ;jpg ;gjw ;Fk; nfhny];nuNwy; msT $Ljyhf ,Ug;g tHfs; 
N e ha ; fis vj p H j ; J g ; N g h u h Ltjw ;Fk ;  itj;jpa MNyhridg;gb Kl;il rhg;gplyhk;. xU 
clYisg;gpw;Fk; ,tw;wpd; Njit kpfTk; fpoikf;F 2 my;yJ 3 Kl;ilfs; ghtpf;fyhk;. 
mtrpakhfpd;wd. ,tw;iw ehk; czT Rj;jkhd 
ePH Rthrf; fhw;W vd;gd %yk; ngWfpd;Nwhk;. % i s f ; F j ;  N j i a a h d  r f ; j p  
,jdhy; czitg;gw;wpa mwpT gpujhdkhfpd;wJ. FSf;NfhRg;gjhHj;jk; %yk; fpilf;fpd;wJ.  

FSf;Nfhrpd; msT FiwahkYk; mNj rkak; 
ehk; cz;Zk; czT rj;Js;sjhfTk; msTf;F kPwpf; $lhkYk; ,Ug;gjw;F rijap 
Cl;lr;rj;Jf;fs; ciladthfTk; msth vd;Dk; Rug;gpapy; ,Ue;J  Ruf;fg;gLk; ,d;Rypd; 
djhfTk; ,Uj;jy; mtrpak;. ,ij rkgy czT FSf;fNfhd; Nghd;w Rug;Gf;fs; cjTfpd;wd. 
vd;W $WtH. cztpd; msT Fiwe;jhYk; ePhpopT Neha; cs;stHfs; jkJ Nehiaj; 
$bdhYk; Cl;lr;rj;Jf;fspd; msT Fiwe;jhYk; jl;Lg;ghl;by; itj;jpUg;gJ mtrpak;. %isiag; 
$bdhYk; cl ypd; nraw;jpwd; mjw;Nfw;g ghtpj;Jr; nra;ag;gLk; NtiyfSf;F FSf;NfhR 
khWgLk;. ghupa msT Njitg;gLfpd;wJ. vdpDk; ePhpopT 

Neha; cs;stH fSf;F FSf;NfhRtpd; msT 
Ie;jpy; tisahjJ Ik;gjpy; tisAkh vd;gJ FUjpapy; $Ltjdhy;  gpurhuz mKf;fk; fhuz 
gonkhop. mjhtJ Ie;J taJ miltjw;Fs; khf mjid %is jpwk;gl ghtpf;f Kbahky; 
Foe;ijfspd; %is tsHr;rpapYk; cly; jpzWfpd;wJ. 
tsHr;rpapYk; ngw;NwhH mjpfsT mf;fiw 
fhl;Ljy; mtrpakhFk;. cstpay; uPjpapYk; jpdKk; VjhtJ gotifs; cztpy; NrHf;fg;gly; 
%isiag; Nghrp g;gjw;Fg; ngw;NwhH topnra;jy; Ntz;Lk;. nfha;ahg;gok;> khk;gok;> gyhg;gok;> 
Ntz;Lk;. ey;y gof;f tof;fq;fisAk; Cl;b thiog;gok;> md;dKd;dhg;gok;> md;dhrpg;gok;> 
tsHj;jy; Ntz;Lk;. Njhil> Njrpf;fha; vd;gd clYf;Fk; 

cs;sj;jpw;Fk; kpf MNuhf;fpakhdit. ,tw;wpy; 
rkgy czT MW tifahd $Wfis cs;s fdpAg;Gf;fs; Cl;lr;rj;Jf;fs;  vd;gd 
cilait. ,J Gujk>; nfhOg;G> khg;nghUs;> % i s i a A k ;  c l i y A k ;  r u p t u  
fdpAg;Gf;fs;> Cl;lr;rj;Jf;fs;> ePH Mfpa ,aq;fitf;fpd;wd. 
mWtifg;gjhHj;jq;fSk; Njitahd mstpy; 
nfhz;Ls;s czthFk;. koiyfs;> Foe;ijfs;> Ke;jpupifg;gok;> ];Nuhgup Nghd;w goq;fspy; 
rpWtHfs; tsHe;jtHfs;> KjpatHfs;> fhzg;gLk; md;Njhradpd;]; (Anthocyanins) 
RfNjfpfs;> Nehahspfs; MfpNahupw;Fupa czTj; vd;fpd;w gjhHj;jk; euk;Gf;fzj;jhf;fq;fisf; 
N j i t f s ;  m t H f s p d ;  flj;Jfpd;w nraw; ghl;il Nkk;gLj;JtJld; 
clw;njhopw;ghLfSf;fika NtWgLk;. G j p a  e u k ; G f s ;  cUt h F ti j A k ;  

Dr.K.Senthilnathan
Community Health Educator



e u k ; G f ; f yq ; fs p y ;  fzj ; j h f ; f q ; fs ;  B6, Nghypf;fkpyk; vd;gd czT tiffspy; 
eilngWtjw;Fk; ,it mtrpak; cztpy; NrUk;nghOJ mit %isapy; NrUk; 
NrHj;Jf;nfhs;sg;gly; Ntz;Lk;. clw;fisg;G N`hNk hr p] ; w pd pd ;  msitf ;Fiwf ; f  
mfd;W kd cw;rhfk; Vw;gl toptFf;Fk;. cjTfpd;wd. ,jdhy; kwjp %lhg;Gj;jd;ik 
m u p e ; n j L j ; j  ntq ; f h a k ; >  JUt p a  vd;gd ePq;fp rpe;jidj;njspT Vw;gLfpwJ. irt 
cs;spj;Jfs;fs;> fOtpa gr;irf;fPiutiffs; czTg;gpupaHfs; jkJ B12 rj;jpw;F ghy;> 
vd;gtw;iw gl;lH G+rpa ghz;Jz;LfspilNa japiuNa ek;gpapUj;jy; Ntz;Lk;.
itj;J fhiyAzthff; nfhs;tJ ey;yJ. fPiu 
tiffspy; cs;s ehHg;nghUs; czTfs;   ehk; Rthrpf;Fk; fhw;wpy; cs;s gpuhzthAit 
cwpQ;rg;gLk; Ntfj;ijAk;. msitAk; rPH cly; kOtJk; flj;jpr;nry;tjw;F FUjpapy; 
nra;tjdhy; ehHr;rj;Jk; ed;ik Gupfpd;wJ.cs;s nrq;FUjpr; rpWJzpf;iffs; cjTfpd;wd. 

gpuhzthA vy;yhtpj clYiog;Gf;Fk; 
  gUg;G tiffspy; ey;y Gujk;> ehHg;nghUs; mtrpakhdJ. ,jidf;flj; jpr;nry;Yk; 
tpw;wkpd; B6 > Nghypf;fkpyk; vd;gd epiwa cz;L. nrq;FUjpr; rpWJzpf;iffs; cUthtjw;F Gujk>; 
kdk ; e pjhdkhfTk ; >  mikj pahfTk ; tpw;wkpd; B12>  Nghypf;fkpyk; , ,Uk;Gr;rj;J vd;gd 
nraw;gLtjq;F rPNwhNuhdpd; (serotonin) vd;w kpfTk; gpujhdkhdit. ,it cztpy; 
gjhHj;jk; %isapy; NghjpadT cUthFjy; NrUk;nghOJ FUjpr;Nrhif(Anaemia) NehAk; 
Ntz;Lk;. ,jw;F tpw;wkpd; B cjtp Ghpfpd;wJ. ePq;fp cly; eyk; rpwf;fpwJ. 6 

Hpg;Nuhghd; (Tryptopan) vd;w mikNdh mkpyk; 
  vz;nza; tiffspy; tpsf;fhj ey;nyz;iz> rpNuhNuhdpd; Mf khWtjw;F tpw;wk B cjT 6 

xypnt z;iz  vd;gdtw;wpy; epuk;ghj fpwJ.
nfhOg;gkpyq;fs;> tpw;wkpd; E Nghd;w Nghd;w 
xl;rpNaw;wntjpupfs; (Anti oxidant) vd;gd cz;L.   %is rpwg;ghfj; njhopw; gLtjw;F czTld; 
,it euk;Gf;fyq;fis Rw;wpAs;s nkd;rt;tpd; clw ; g a p w ; r p A k ;  N jitg ; g h Lf pd ; wJ .  
jd;ik nflhky; ,Ug;gjw;F cjtpGupfpd;wd. cstsj;Jld; cly;tsKk; NrHe;jhy; tsKld; 
kPndz;izAk; kpfTk; eykhdJ. ,jpYs;s thoyhk;. 
xl;rpNaw;wntjpupfs; ,Ujatpahjp> ePuopT Nghd;w 
Neha;fisj; jLf;Fk; jd;ik nfhz;lit.

  fPiu tiffspy; gytif cz;L. fLk;gr;ir 
epw ,iy tiffspy; ,Uk;Gr;rj;J> Nghypf;fkpyk; 
vd;gd cz;L. ,uj;jk; cUthtjw;Fk;> %is 
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JEYA KANAGANAYAGAM  KANTHARATNAM JOSEPH 
BORN 03-06-1942.   DIED 24-01-1997. THIRUKUMAR 

BORN: 03-09-1950  DIED: 23-01-1998.Ever smiling face, Kind and gentle in approach, a good 
sense of humour, dedication to cricket, Music lover, 

Our dear friend Thiru spent all his life serving the people Devoted husband, Loving father, True gentleman and a 
through his involvement with the Church, with the Old good friend  This was Kanags in a nut shell and this is how 
Boys' Association of J.C.C., with J.S.S.A., and various he would be cherished in our hearts.
Sports and Cricket Association and Clubs. Thiru had a 
very positive and optimistic attitude towards life. In spite Kannax, the epitome of cricket is no more. The sudden 
of his dreadful and terminal illness, he never wanted others demise of Kannax has left a vacuum in the hearts of many. 
to be burdened with his pain. Perhaps it was Divine Grace His untimely passing away is a great loss to the Cricket 
that gave such an attitude towards life, so that Thiru could world and to the community at large. Many of us are still 
serve fellow brothers and sisters as long as he lived on this under the shock. His esteemed qualities of a sense of 
earth. Knowing very well his days were numbered, he dedication, humbleness and wisdom, earned him fame and 
refused to get angry with God, but accepted his decision as name in whatever endeavors he undertook. Many of us 
final. He wouldn't even share his pain and anxiety with who have associated with him will always feel the pain of 
others. That was the character of this man called Thiru. his absence. Kanaganayagam was a distinguished Old 
They say that when good souls are ready to depart from the student who achieved stardom in the field of Cricket, for 
physical body, God sends angels to escort such souls to his impeccable manners, stylish Outfits, Superb cricketing 
Lord's heavenly kingdom. I have no doubt in my mind ability and above all, A gentleman par excellence.He was 
that, God himself would have descended upon the earth to friendly, very resourceful and absolutely helpful to 
take Thiru under his protective wings. No more pain or everybody. He was a cricketing legend and had been 
suffering for this true son of God. Thiru's motto was deeply involved in the development of Junior Cricket, 
service to anyone and everyone and to any Association or dedicating himself fully to the promotion of Junior Cricket 
Club that requests for his services, often at the expense of in Canada.
his health. The Toronto Tamils Cricket Club, the 
Centurions, Jaffna Schools Sports Association, Canada, Jeya Kanaganayagam the gentleman cricketer, passed 
Toronto Softball Cricket Association, Toronto & District away at Scarborough, after suffering a heart attack on 
Cricket Umpires Association, Bahrain Cricket January 24, 1997.Our Vice President's death has created a 
Association-Umpires Panel and the Jaffna Central College big void among all of us and among the Old Student's 
Old Boys' Association of Canada in particular and his Association of Jaffna Central College,Canada.
Alma-mater Jaffna Central College in general, profited 
immensely by his dedication, wide knowledge and May his soul attain everlasting bliss.
valuable experience he gained as First Class Cricket 

REMEMBERING THE LATE STALWARTS OF  J.C.C.O.B.A. CANADA
By R. Chelvaratnam

We, the Past and Present Members of the Committee and the Members of the Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association 
of Canada wish to dedicate this Page to the memory of our esteemed Old Centralites and two of the Founder Members of 
our Alumni Association of Canada. We very affectionately recall to memory the pioneering efforts of two of our Great Old 
Centralites, who are undoubtedly “ GREAT STALWARTS “, who laid their life for the greater glory of our Alma-mater “ 
Jaffna Central College and to the betterment of the Alumni Association of Canada.

We wish to recall the words of sentiments that were recorded during their funeral Oration and pamphlets, which we feel 
will be appropriate at this juncture to remember them.
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th thUmpire, Cricket Coach and Sports Administrator. Thiru's 24 . and 25 ., 1998 during the Visitation and Wednesday 
immense contributions and valuable service will be carved January 28, to attend Late Thirukumar's interment was 
in the history books of these Associations and are all actual testimony of his greatness and his respectable 
examples for every one of us to emulate. His love for his qualities.Those who came to know him would remember 
Alma-mater Jaffna Central College was unique.Thiru was Thiru fondly, not only for his love of cricket, but also for 
one of those who was instrumental in founding of the Old his unique disposition toward fellow human beings. This 
Boys' Association Branch in Canada. As a Founder praiseworthy human quality developed to such an extent 
Member / Secretary and later Vice President, he enlisted that on many an occasions he has ventured out to help his 
the assistance of almost every Old student living in Alma-mater in spite of his failing health. His love for his 
Canada. His dedicated service to his Alma-mater, was Alma mater was unique. It could be said that Thiru 
highly appreciated by the entire membership of the Thought Central, Spoke Central and Worked for Central.
Association and presentation of the “ Meritorious Service 
Award “ at the Central Nite 1997 was a fitting tribute.The Thiru, whose hands proudly carried the Central's Torch, is 
spontaneous and overwhelming gathering the Canadian now covered with earth, but will always live in the hearts 
Tamil Community, Cricket enthusiasts, Friends and the of every one of us.
Old Boys of Jaffna Central living in Canada, United States We the Old Centralites will never ever forget his qualities 
and England, turned up in thousands braving Canada's and the services he rendered to the Alumni Association of 
chill weather, to show their respect for this cricket legend Canada.
and sports Ambassador on Saturday and Sunday January 
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Past President Mr. D Balaraj’s  visit to JCC in 2004



True to the Motto of the College and to the objectives of the end there. Your action can be truly acclaimed as really 
Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association of Canada, many humanitarian. Whoever decided to help us must be thanked for 
an Old Centralites scattered far and wide of this Globe, this benevolent move for which we are eternally grateful. May 
genuinely motivated to assist the Alma-Mater at a time our Bagavan Sri Ramakrishna the Apostle of the harmony of 
School and the Nation highly expect our services and assistance. Religions bless the Office Bearers, the Membership and the 
In this connection, concrete steps were taken by our Alumni Families of the J.C.C.O.B.A. Canada abundantly. “.
Association of Canada to help the College, the College students 
in their Higher Education pursuits and also to various Voluntary We resolved to broaden our Humanitarian Assistance Program, 
Service organizations back home and in Canada. In our irrespective of Old School ties, creed, Religion or Race. In this 
endeavour to assist our Alma mater, a sum of $ 5,000.00 was the journey we have assisted Service Organizations in Canada,like 
initial Donation of assistance contributed by the Alumni the Red Cross Society of Canada and the Toronto Hospital for 
Association of Canada in the year 1994. Service to our fellow Sick Children Foundation. We can proudly declare that we were 
human beings is another motivating factor that has spurred us to the FIRST ALUMNI ASSOCIATION IN CANADA to organize 
help various Voluntary Service Organizations thro our a Walk-A-Thon for the Sick Kids Hospital. This was a great 
Association. For this endeavour, the response from the success and we propose to continue this venture and solicit the 
Membership and the Business Entrepreneurs were wholehearted co-operation and assistance of the membership to 
magnanimous and was beyond our expectations. The mood and this great cause. We are Thankful to our sister College Vembadi 
the response of the membership helped us immensely to execute Girls Canada Branch in accepting our invitation for a joint 
our plans and objectives. The overwhelming response of the Old venture of this Humanitarian Program and will continue to be a 
Centralites in Canada and States are praiseworthy. These Joint venture from the year 2005.
members who form the backbone of the Alumni Association 
deserve the praise of the Nation. The Committee conveys its In our objective to assist the Alma Mater and to assist the bright 
sincere Thanks from the bottom of its heart to the Membership and needy Students of our College in their Higher Education 
and to the Business Community of not only the Old Centralites pursuits, a Joint Scholarship Scheme was formulated with active 
but also others who value and cherish humanitarian ideals and participation and Fund involvement by the Colombo, Australia, 
assistance. Canada,  and U.K. Branches. It is our commitment to improve 
Our Humanitarian assistance to Service Organizations the quality of life and living conditions of the students of our 
commenced :- Alma mater, hence the entire proceeds of the Mathiya Theepam 

a. In 1994 with Donations of $ 3,500.00 to Canada Cultural show will help fund the Scholarship and Bursaries for 
Red Cross Society to help Northern Sri Lanka. the students of our College. In this connection we made our 

b. With a Donation of $ 808.55 in 1998 to Jaffna St. commitment by contributing in 2000 a sum of $ 3,200.00 and in 
Peter's Church Building Fund. 2002 a sum of $ 1,200.00. An additional sum of $ 6,000.00 was 

c. In the year 2000, a Donation of $ 1,200.00 to the contributed to the University of Jaffna for Bursaries to the 
Batticaloa  Ramakrishna Mission Orphanage. Students from Jaffna Central only. 

d. A Donation of $ 1,000.00 to the Orphanage of the In continuing our assistance to our beloved Alma mater, in 2004 
Jaffna Maruthanamadam Achchramam. our assistance to the College was as follows:

e. Donation to the Hospital for Sick Children 
Foundation by way of Pledges thro our Walk-A- $ 1,200.00 Donation of Library Books thro Mr. 
Thon commenced another history making V.Vigneswaran Master during his visit to 
endeavour by our Alumni Association of Canada. Jaffna.
Pledges amounting $ 3,100.00 was collected in SL Rs.40,000.00  Funding of the Hall of Fame Project.
2000; $ 1,992.54 in 2001; $ 1,603.00 in 2002; SL Rs.20,000.00 Cost of One Steel Almirah for the Library.
$2,716.00 in 2003; $ 3,420.00 in 2004.  From the SL Rs.30,000.00 Cost of Cricket Boots for the 2004 Cricket 
year 2005, the Walk-A-Thon became a welcome Team.
Joint venture of Jaffna Central and Vembadi Girls SL Rs.20,000.00 Cost of Soccer Boots for the Soccer Team.
and the Pledges amounted to $ 3,210.50. We take SL Rs. 5,000.00 Donation to the Primary School for 
this opportunity to Thank Vembadi for their Purchase of Prizes for the Grade I Students 
welcome decision to join us in this Joint venture. Sports Meet.

These Funds were handed to the College Development Society 
In acknowledging the Donation, the Swami in Charge of the By  R.Chelvaratnam during his visit to Jaffna in 2004.
Ramakrishna Mission, Battilaloa Orphanage, writes “ We are 
overwhelmed by your magnanimous gesture in Donating the Our Motto is Service; Our Endeavour is Service and Our Aim 
entire proceeds of the function to us, towards the running of the anObjectives too is also Service to our Alma Mater and to the 
Orphanage Homes. It is great and very noble of the Jaffna bright and needy Students of Jaffna Central College. For this we 
Centralites to have spared a thought in this substantial manner appeal for your continued support and assistance. 
for their less fortunate brethren in the East. That is the essence of 
Charity. Charity certainly must begin at home, but it should not 

“ Unto the Glory of God and the Best and the Highest “

“ Live in Service Glad and Free “.

Continuation of Humanitarian Service by the Canadian Centralites
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 The Battle of the North Big Match encounter was first players and the spectators alike.
played in 1901. This cricket encounter has evolved into a 
traditional Sports Festival lovingly looked forward to by Up to 2005 Jaffna Central O.B.A. Canada has Won nine 
the Cricket enthusiasts of Jaffna. During the year 2001, encounters, St.John's Old Students Association of Canada    
the Alumni Association of Canada published a has won five and Three matches were abandoned due to 
Commemorative Stamp in Canada to celebrate the Rain.
Centenary of the Central  St. John's Cricket encounters. It 
is with pride and joy that we record these Historical events The Veteran's Encounter was played for the First time 
and join hands with the Centralites scattered, the length during the year 1997, Captained by Central's Late V.D. 
and breadth of the planet in wishing the Alma mater Jaffna Jeyaratnasingham and Johnians by T.S.Nathan, which 
Central College all success. These endeavours of the was won by the Johnians.
Alumni Association of Canada will not see the light of the 
day, if not for the enthusiastic and wholehearted support As at today of the 17 Big Match Encounters in the Series, 
of its members and the leadership of the Executive every encounter is played in a spirit of friendship, co-
Committees. We are also deeply Thankful to the Business operation, comradery bringing the past memories 
Community for the magnanimous offer of assistance in thousands of miles  away from our homeland.
fulfilling our aims and objectives. The Big Match 
tradition has also been instituted in Toronto, Canada  The Result of the Series of 17 Matches is as follows:
where the two Collegiate Old Students Alumni Jaffna Central O.B.A. Won Nine ( 9 ) Encounters. St. 
Associations organize Annual Cricket Encounters. These John's O.B.A. Won Five ( 5 ) encounters and the Balance 
matches are played annually at the Three matches ended in No Decision due to rain. The 
Sunnybrook Park Grounds during the months of July Veterans played Nine matches and Jaffna Central 
and/or August each year. We proudly place on record that Veterans Won Five Encounters and St. John's Won Two 
the First Annual Cricket Encounter was played at the matches, with Two No Decisions.

thDominion Park, Scarborough on 19 . August 1989. Jaffna 
The Cricketers of both Jaffna Central and St. John's Cent ra l ' s  K.M.Shanth ikumar  and  Johnian ' s  
should be congratulated for the spectacle of M.Thuraisingham Captained this historical encounter, 
competitiveness, played in the true sense of which was won by Jaffna Central.
sportsmanship. The Best Team will Win the Trophy and 
the Team loses also Win the hearts of those who witness The Result of the Matches played in Canada is not 
these encounters for their superlative and thrilling game important. What is the essence is that it should be played 
of Cricket lovely Cricket.in the true spirit of Sportsmanship and enjoyed by all 

CANADA'S CENTRAL  ST. JOHN'S BIG MATCH 

ENCOUNTERS PLAYED FROM 1989 FOR 17 LONG YEARS…
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     “There is something in the human condition that eternally yearns for a greater sense of

         connectedness yearns to reach out and deeply touch others…………”
                                                       Corinne McLaughlin and Gordon Davidson

 
Jaffna Central College Old boys' Association of Canada started the Annual  Walk A Thon in aid of the Toronto Hospital for 
Sick Children in 2000. Our gratitude goes to our then president Mr. S.Yoganathan for initiating this humane project. We are 
proud to announce that our association was the first Alumni Association from Sri Lanka to conduct a Walk-A Thon in 
Canada to support a local Hospital.

 Every year during the month of June-July we organize the Walk AThon along with our Annual Joint Picnic with Vembadi 
Old Girls' Association. Vembadi joined with us in this humane project from 2005. This year's Walk-A-Thon was held on 

thSaturday June 24  at the Morningside Park. Also this year's donations reached the record high of $5,200. Thanks to Vembdi 
for their active participation and support.

Since the inception of this humane project we have collected donations as follows:
                     2000        $3,100
                     2001          1,993
                     2002          1,603
                     2003          2,716
                     2004          3,420
                     2005          3,210
                     2006          5,200
               Total     $21,242

The donations are handed over to Sick kids Foundation shortly after the Walk-A Thon. We also invite a guest representing 
Sick Kids Hospital for our annual Dinner and Get together- the “Central Nite”. We offer our gratitude to all those members 
who obtain pledges, from various donors. In this context special mention must be made of Mr. Thomas Thevarajah, and 
Mrs. Rasamany Thevarajah, who labored hard to get the highest pledge support consecutively for 4 years in memory of our 
Teacher, Late  Mr. M.Paramananthan. They were honored in one of our “Central Nite” functions for their outstanding 
contribution to this project.

What do our donations mean to sick kids?

The Hospital for Sick Children, affectionately called Sick Kids, is one of the largest pediatric academic health science 
centres in the world, with an international reputation for excellence in health care, research, and teaching. Sick Kids is 
among the top four hospitals in the world.

In Ontario Sick Kids is the only children's Hospital that provides the Full range of treatments for most complex 
cancer treatments. 
Cardiac Centre at Sick kids is one of the largest most successful in  the world with survival rates unsurpassed.
the neurosciences Centre has set the standard of care for pediatric stroke
Sick Kids has the largest pediatric cataract service in North America.

The Children need us and our donations help the world-renowned doctors and scientists find breakthrough treatments and 
cures for devastating childhood diseases. 
        -Recruit and retain world's top medical professionals
        -Fund essential equipment and core facilities.

Currently more than 2000 children in treatment for cancer alone at sick kids Many are fighting for their lives. The small 
donation we make can make a difference in the world for a child and family who are desperate for hope and cure.

We are happy that the Walk-A-Thon project has drawn immense support from our old boys and Old Girls and proud that 
we believe in Sick kids.   In effect this project reflects the humane nature of all our activities.  We have gone beyond 
community and reached out to the larger whole.

                    “Healthier Children A better World”
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WALK - A - THON

Toronto Hospital for Sick Children Foundation       
 R .Sivakumar



Jaffna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir



Jaffna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir

Mr. & Mrs. Thevarajah



Wet the ground and wind opposing,
Just ten minutes yet to play;
Play up Central, No reposing
On the gains of yesterday.
Now's the time for combined action;
Pass the ball from man to man;
Never selfish play nor faction,
Proved worthwhile since sports began.

Chorus:

Central  Rally for the School then,
Take the field with one accord;
Keep your courage cool and clean then,
Central's flag must ne'er be lowered.

On the field of life when striving,
Keep your honour true and bright,
Play up Central Ever thriving
On the fruits of grace and light,
For your Comrades of the old days,
Scattered far though they may be,
For your School and, for her true praise,
Live in Service glad and free !

Chorus:

JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE
COLLEGE   SONG
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JCC OBA Canada Branch Sincerely Thank
all the advertisers for their kind support to

make this event a success


