Preface

The Executive Committee of the Old Boys' Association, Canada Branch wishes to
celebrate the one hundred years of the founding of the Old Boys' Association in
Jaffna (Dec.1906) with the release of this special Souvenir. It is nothing but fitting
that we should remember and celebrate the constructive contribution rendered by
hundreds of old boys to enrich the life of our students at Jaffna Central College,
Jaffna. One hundred years of service is something to be proud of and it is our hope
that everyone of the old boys in Canada and in other parts of the world will remember
this day and pay their respect for an institution which has moulded them into what
they are today.

We have arranged a Special variety entertainment festivity to mark this historic
event and “Madhya Deepam” will be one of the highlights of our cultural activities
organized to gather everyone here under one roof. Throughout its existence, the
association has played an active role in academic, social and sport endeavors of the
institution. Many old boys have brought fame to the college and are looked upon as
excellent role models.

We wish to take this opportunity to salute all members of our association in Canada
for their unflinching co-operation and dedicated service to enrich the quality of life of
our membersin anew land which we now call our home.

The committee is thankful to the Souvenir Sub Committee- Messrs.
R.Chelvaratnam, R.Sivakumar, Krish Jeyanathan, K.Theivendirarajah and
T.Pararajasingam for their valuable contributions , suggestions and criticisms. The
committee also wishes to express its gratitude to the members and many others who
have contributed their share to the publication of this issue, in the form of
articles,photographs and other material of interest. The committee's thanks also go
to many of our old boys and well wishers who came forward to advertise in this issue.
The financial backing from old boys and well wishers is a constructive factor for the
success of our endeavors.

Finally we wish to thank Mr.S.Yoganathan, former President of our association and
Managing Director of Grapharts Printers(Toronto,Canada), Mr.M.S.Rameez and
Mr.S.J.Ravindrakumaran for compiling, type setting and printing this beautiful
souvenir.

Executive Committee,2005/2006
JCC-0OBA, Canada
July,22™ 2006
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Message from the President

It gives me great pleasure in writing this message for the special centenary souvenir being published to mark the
100" Anniversary of the founding of Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association in Jaffna.

We the old boys of Central must be proud to be part of a 190 year old school with a 100 year old tradition of
Alumni Organization, a distinction unparalleled in the modern history of northern Sri Lanka. Central situated
in the heart of Jaffna, the capital city of the north was at the helm of education, the distinguished personalities on
the first historic committee of 1906 and their credentials are a testimony to this fact. Let us play our part in
helping the school to grow and flourish.

Our Canadian branch is perhaps the largest congregation of old boys outside Sri Lanka. | am happy to state that
we have functioned successfully for the last 14 years and respectfully carry on the great traditions and the
colorful image of this great institution. This is reflected in the Special Centenary OBA Souvenir 2006 released
today, July 22" ,2006 at the”Mathiya Theepam,” the variety entertainment show staged at Sir John A
MacDonald Collegiate, Toronto, Canada

I wish to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to my fellow committee members and to all other
centralites and well wishers who have willingly come forward to make these events a great success. It is not
possible to put up a big show and to publish a Souvenir of this kind without the financial support of our sponsors
and advertisers. Many of the sponsors and advertisers are old boys of Central. In Canada they have become
successful entrepreneurs, perhaps having picked up this skill of entrepreneurship in their school years without
knowing it.

The time has come to further prepare the school children of today not only in academics but also in technical and
entrepreneurial skills for nation building. Science and technology can become useful to society when put into
practical use, and that use requires practical skills, acquiring these skills should start early in school.

Stalling the process of rebuilding and moderning schools, colleges and Universities will be detrimental to the
future of our Tamil community. A country's or nation's history is nothing but the story of growth and
development of its institutions and the achievements of its individual citizens. Therefore if the Tamil
community is to be part of this history, our citizens must feel free to grow and excel in all walks of life.

Central flag must never be lowered
Dr.K. Theivendirarajah

President, JCCOBA Canada
July 22.2006
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Message from Our Secretary

Centenary of any institution provides an opportunity to reflect on time past present and future. Over the years the multi-
faceted activities of the Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Associations, all around the globe have reflected the central,
social and spiritual values set for the institution by the founding fathers.

The Canada branch of the Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association was officially inaugurated in October 1992. Since
then the association has carried out many activities and programs to support our goals.

Among the many programs the most significant are the following:
“Mathya Theepam” the variety entertainment show,
- Annual Joint Picnic with our sister school Vembadi Girls' High School
- ourannual “Big Match” against St.Johns College the “Battle of the North”
- Annual Dinner Dance and get together.
The feature articles included in this issue would offer acomprehensive picture of these activities.

The association has helped our school in many ways through out the past decade through donations. In recent years when a
member visited Jaffna, direct donation to the school was given through the member. In this way we were able to make a
directevaluation of the urgent needs of the school and allocate our funds justly.

Since 2000 we have been participating in the in the Joint Scholarship Scheme with other OBA branches namely U.K,
Sydney and Colombo, to assist the bright and needy students of our college to pursue their higher education in Sri Lanka.
We also have started a scholarship scheme with the University of Jaffna to assist students entering the University from our
college.

Humanitarian activities have occupied a central place in our efforts to foster the values promoted by the founders. The
following charities received substantial support from our association.

- The Canadian Red Cross

- St.Peter's Church, Jaffna

- Ramakrishna Mission -orphanage, Batticaloa.

- Maruthanamadam Achcharamam orphanage
In this context our association has helped the Methodist Church of Point-Pedro to provide relief for the local residents
affected by the Tsunami.

We have gone beyond community to support activities of this nature. The Annual Walk- A-Thon in support of the Toronto
Hospital for Sick Children Foundation is an example of this type of activity. From 2005 Vembadi Old Girls' Association has
actively associated itself with this humane effort.

Among those who have given us valuable support, special mention needs to be made of the Advertisers, sponsors of
various events and the donors.

The Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association of Canada has grown to its present stature through the dedicated efforts
and personal commitment of the past and present executive committees and the supportive membership. Hopefully this
dedicated spirit will continue to be fostered by the younger generation of Centralites in Canada.

......... For your school for her true praise,
Liveinservice glad and free.

R. Sivakumar.
Secretary
JCC OBACanada.
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Message From The Principal

JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE

@ Tel: 021-22221%4, §21-2223658 Fax: 021-2226397 e-mail: varleentistinet. ik

| have great pleasure in delivering this greetings for the centenary celebration of the Old
Boys' Association, of Jaffna Central College, Canada. The inaugural meeting of the
OBA, our official records reveal, was held on 25" Dec.1906 at the college hall presided
by Rev.W.M.P.Wilkes. It is a landmark in the glorious history of our school. We entered
the new millennium with great expectation. Our college has produced many eminent
personalities in the field of education such as doctors, engineers, athletes etc.

After the untimely death of the Principal, the late Mr.K.Rasathurai, | took over the
School as the acting principal in October 2005. Since then | have been performing my
duties with the support of the staff and the school community to ameliorate the standard
of education as well as sports and games with good discipline.

Even today amidst the political unrest in Jaffna, the college contribution is no significant.
| am sure the OBA of Canada will offer their share in the development and welfare of our
institution. | also wish express my greetings to “Mathiya Deepam”, your variety
entertainment show and to the Centenary Souvenir published by the OBA, Canada.

Finally, on behalf of my colleagues and students, | wish the OBA,Canada many more
years of fruitful service to Jaffna Central College.

“ The Central flag must ne'er be lowered”

Mr.S.Pathmanathan,

Acting Principal

Jaffna Central College, Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
18.05.2006

Jaffna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir



President (Ex-officio)
v, W M1 WiLkes, W, LGan

i 08— Lo,

T
Brincipol | yorp 1014,

Vice President
Joseen Gresick, MHsq, K.,
Puisne Justice, 1911—1012,
(01 Boy)

. Committee
W, Deraswasiy, Esq., ma.,
Crown Advocate,

Member, Legislative Couneil  (1021—1080)
Manager, Jaftun Hindu College,

(Old Boy)

Vice f"residmt

Nevins Spavapunat, Bag., v, e, MULE,
Principal, Jalion Hi il Caillige,
1RO 1000, 10141025,

Metubxir, State Counail, 1004
(Od Boy)

Secret
M. AL AnveasasTias. Fsg., ma,,
District Judge, Chilaw, 1025—1020,
(Old By

Hox, Mu, A, SasaraTuy,
Mermnber, Legislative Council, 1018—1041,
Editor, ** Hindu Organ,” 1801-—1024,
(Oid Boy)

Vice President
De. S. C. Pavl, wp., PR.CS.,
Retd: 1st Surgeon, General Hospital,
Colombo.
{0ld Boy)

leﬁlﬁttee

A Me. G. C. Tanroe, Esq., Les.,

Inspector of Municipalitics, Madras,

(0ld Boy)

5. Rasamarsaw, Bsq,,
Advoeate,

Menber, Legislative Couneil, (1924~ 1080)

Manager of Sehools, Hindu Bosrd of
Ealueation, Juffus,

(01 Boy)

Jaffna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir




The first historic committee of

Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association in 1906

President:

Vice-Presidents:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Committee:

Rev.W.M.P.Wilkes, B.A., Principal, Jaffna Central College (Ex-officio)

The Hon. Mr. Joseph Grenier, Acting Pusine Justice of the
Supreme Court of Ceylon.

R.H.Leembruggen, Esqr., Retired Chief Inspector of Schools
A.Mylvaganam, Esqr., J.P., U.P.M., of Copay

Dr.S.C.Paul, FR.C.S., M.D

Nevin Sevadurai, Esqr., B.A., Principal, Jaffna Hindu College.
Rev.R.M.Sethukavalar, M.A.

M.A.Arulanandam, Esr., B.A., Advocate.

L.P.Spencer, Esqr., B.A., Jaffna Central College Staff.

Rev.J.T. Appapillai.

K.C.Kathirgamar, Esqr.

R. Kandiah, Esqr., Secretary, D.C., Jaffna.
A.McG.C.Tampoe, Esqr., I.C.S.

C. Mudaliar Muttiah, Esqr., Merchant.

J.K. Chanmugam, Esqr., B.A., L.T., Head Master, Jaffna Central College.
W.Duraisamy, Esqr., B.A., Advocate.
A.Sabapathy, Esqr., Editor,”Hindu Organ™.
G.N.H.Tampoe, Esqr., Proctor, D.C., Jaffna.
C.S.Rajaratnam, Esqr., B.A., Advocate.
V.Kathiravelupillai, Esqgr., B.A., Proctor.
K.Chelliah, Esqr., Proctor, D.C., Colombo.
D.F. Tampoe, Esqr., Broker, Colombo.
W.A.Walton, Esqr., B.A.

M.Abdul Cader, Esqr., B.A., Advocate.
Dr.C.Sittambalam, L.M.S., Kayts.

S. Thambiahpillai, Esqr., Proctor.
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Executive Committee of JCC - OBA , Canada, 2005/2006

President: Dr. K. Theivendirarajah

Vice-Presidents: Mr. R. Chelvaratnam
Mr. Siva Kanapathipillai
Mr. K. Tharmasangary

Past President: Mr. D. C. Balarajah (Ex-officio)
Secretary: Mr. R. Sivakumar

Asst. Secretary: Mr. S.J. Ravindrakumaran
Treasurer: Mr. S. Srirenganathan

Asst. Treasurer: Mr. S. Thevarajan

Board Members: Mr. S. Sukumaran

Mr. D. Puradchithasan
Mr. S. Sri-Guggan-Sri-Skanda-Rajah
Mr. M. Muruganandarajah
Mr. K. Thomas

Mr. D. Somasundaram
Mr. G. Yoganath

Mr. T. Thavendiran

Mr. K. Jeyakumar

Dr. T. Kiruparajan

Mr. S. Thirugnanasothy
Mr. Krish Jeyanathan

Honorary Members: Mr. V. Vigneswaran
Mrs. L. Selvaratnam

Mr. S. Nadarajah

Board Members (USA): Mr. B. Shyamalan
Mr. K. Patkunarajah

Auditor: Mr. N.Vijayaban
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The Birth of the JCC Old Boys Association in Canada

Krish Jeyanathan
(old boy and president OBA Canada 1992 - 1994)

I must confess at the outset that | am very proud to be part of a group of Jaffna Central College (JCC) old boys who were
instrumental in the launching of the JCC Old Boys Association in Canada. | can proudly say that this group who was so
enthusiastic and determined in forming an association is no other than a young team of criketers who had made Canada
their home after the 1983 communal troubles in SriLanka.

I considered it a great privilege and honor when these schoolmates of mine, especially the late Jeya Kanaganayagam, late
Thirukumar and their team, approached me and discussed their interest and keenness to inaugurate the association. We
then contacted as many old boys and schoolteachers who had also made Canada their home and lived in Toronto. They
were very supportive of our decision and gave us all the encouragement to go ahead with our plans.

Our first inaugural meeting was held with great enthusiasm at a Church hall in Toronto on the 19" of October, 1992. It was
well attended by many teachers and old boys, young and old. | consider it to be a great honor to have been elected the first
President of the JCC Old Boys Association in Canada. The committee consisted of the following 11 members:

President Mr. Krish Jeyanathan

Vice Presidents: Late Mr. Jeya Kanaganayagam
Mr. T. Pararajasingham
Mr. S.D. Jeyasingham

Secretary Late Mr.K.J. Thirukumar

Asst. Secretary Mr. D.C. Balrajah

Treasurer Mr. K.M. Shanthikumar

Asst. Treasurer Mr. S. Perinpanathan

Committee Members Mr. Nada Jeyadevan, Mr. M. Muruganandarajah, Mr. D. Puradchidasan

Dr. S. Sooriabalan, Mr. T. Sripathy & Mr. S. Yogasinghe

The 1% committee meeting was held on the 5" of November 1992 at my residence. At this meeting, Mr. Parajasingam agreed
to draw up the constitution, and it was also decided that the association would be registered as a non profit organization,
focusing more on the aspects of service orientation.

One of the main objectives of the Association was to maintain contact with the principal and the school, offering support
and providing assistance in helping them maintain the high standard of the school. The Association also helped deserving
students and teachers of the school to further their academic pursuits.

With these objectives in mind we hosted our 1% Annual Dinner Dance in the fall of 1993 and the 2 in the fall of 1994. The
Annual Dinner Dance provides an opportunity for the Old Centralites to reminisce our long lost school days and to meet
old school friends and their families, the staff members and well wishers of our school living in this country. On both these
occasions we were overwhelmed by the support and encouragement shown by the members and the well wishers. We are
very grateful to them for their participation and would like to thank them for their generous contributions which enabled us
to make a generous donation of $5000.00 to our school in the year 1994.

Since we started our Association in late 1992 we have been successful in widening our scope to accommodate the many
objectives of our constitution.

In conclusion, | take this opportunity to thank every old boy and the staff members of JCC who has
contributed to the growth and success of our OBA. Finally, | wish to thank all the succeeding
Presidents and their committee members for their sincere hard work in maintaining and keeping the
Association in very high standing.
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“Good Old Days” at Jaffna Central

Kingsley Ariaratham
(old boy and president OBA Canada 1995/96)

It is interesting that when one begins to reflect on the "good old days" at Jaffna Central one of the things that stand out in
one's mind is the location itself The first is of course the imposing "cricket grounds.” It has been the source of many
outrageous celebrations at the end of most of the Central-St. John's encounters! We would 'baila’ dance our way along the
Front Street, turn right on to Vembadi Road, take the left at the First Cross Street junction to reach the tall iron gates of the
Vembadi Girls' hostel. There at the gates, the noisy celebrations would gather extra momentum as if it was the girls inside
had hit all the sixes and boundaries that had given us the victory! Anticipating our arrival the gates would be firmly locked:;
but the girls kept their room-lights on to indicate they were watching us and joining our celebration!

"The grounds' is lined on one side by a row of buildings, each a source treasured memories. It begins with the arresting
view of the most conspicuous landmark of Jaffna town in those days, the Clock Tower. It left such an impression on me
when | first joined Jaffna Central as a little boy (in what would be grade 111 these days) that its memory looms larger than
the Eiffel Tower, the Empire State, or even our own Post Office Tower! Although by then it was already a historic
monument, | cannot remember any day it failed to show the correct time, and it is perhaps the only public building in Jaffna
that got a colour-wash from time to time!

Next to it stands the Lockwood House, the two-story house that Principal C. A. Smith built, almost with his own hands, as
residence for the ministers of St. Peter's Church. I recall him standing there, day- after-day, supervising the workers who
made the concrete blocks to build up the structure. And when the frame of the roof was in place, most of the "grown ups"
from the "baby boarding" stood in a line from the place where the tiles were piled up, winding up the stairways all the way
to the second flow and to the ladder that touched the rafters, passing the tiles hand to hand to the workers that put them in
place. At the end of the day we were all invited to the Principal's bungalow, No.1, Front Street, for a cup of Vanilla Ice
Cream, a rare and delicious treat in those days. We in the 'baby" hostel had a continuous “connection™ with this house;
every time the water tank on the top of the house filled up and water began to spill out of the overflow pipe, one of us was
expected to run up to Peter or Mendis to ask them to switch off the water pump!

Thishouse, which stood just across the little playground that separated it from the Baby Hostel, housed some of the people
that have left deep impressions on my life. D. T. Niles, who followed "Smithar" as Principal, had this house as the "base"
for his international travels! He put Jaffna on the world map, and we are yet to meet a preacher with the eloquence,
authority and charisma that DT exhibited in the pulpit. Then came Donald Barlow- slender, tall, always o0ozing with
friendly smile and with the happiest and longest face | have ever seen! Decades later my brother Ariarajah, also of the baby
hostel, occupied the same house as the minister of St. Peter's Church. "My claim to live in this house," he said jokingly, "is
that I helped to put the roof when it was first built!"

Next to Lockwood House was the "Baby" Hostel itself (Now called Trimmer Hall), which holds for me some of the
fondest memories. Of course there were no babies there; most of us had grown up there into robust teenagers, and 1 lived
there for nearly 10 years until we were moved to the Senior Hostel for the 'last few school years. It is here that we made life
long friends; it here that we had to find ways of out-smarting our burger matron, Lambroken, whom we always referred to
as "Leg-broken," and those who followed her; it is here that we longed for the Sunday meal that had the fatty meat curry
made of lamb meat that Smithar imported directly from his home country of Australia; and it is here that we had to stand at
the beginning of a row of toilets without doors, call out 'one," 'two," 'three' and "four' for responses from any that were
occupied, and proceed to the empty one turning our faces from any that were occupied.

Next, at the beginning of the Front Street, was the Principal's bungalow that Rev. and Mrs. Smith and their son Clement
(now a missionary doctor in Australia) occupied. When DT became both principal of the college and the minister of St.
Peter's he moved into the Lockwood house, leaving Rev. Lewis and Mary Julian to live in the Principal's bungalow. It here
that they had their two daughters, one of whom had an additional Tamil name, "Malar." These two, with hearts of gold,
perfected their fluency in Tamil. "Julian Pothagar,” almost a pandit in Tamil, walked about like the Leaning Tower of Pisa
because of a spinal injury sustained in war. But many of us leaned on him for inspiration for a self-less life fully committed
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to service; and Mary Julian was the kindest nurse in our times of illness; never met anyone more kind ever before or after!

Next to it, tucked away from view, was the Senior Hostel; then the cricket coach "'Thambyah Master's' house, and the
College itself- with the important "land marks" of the Peddy Kadal}across the comer of the street in front of St. Peters,
Kandiah Kadai at the back at the First Cross Street junction, leading to the V.T. Moses where we could buy not only note
books and pencils but also a 'rubber sweet' for a cent! Kandiah Kadai had a layout that made it possible to hide if Smithar or
any other teacher showed up to check the place while we enjoyed the vadai, kathali valai palam, and plain-tea during
school hours!

But what gave the College the majestic look that went with its reputation were those rounded massive pillars in front of the
Romaine Hall and the adjoining St. Peter's Church - so massive that four of us had to join hands to embrace anyone of the
columns.

But behind these impressive buildings stood people, particularly teachers, men and women, who left profound
impressions on us. Each of them had their own personalities and we had our own 'names' for them to highlight their
idiosyncrasies, including such fond names like Chakkar, Paniyar, Pallar, and Kaddaiyar! But now, looking back at those
formative years of our lives, we are so grateful for what they had beento us. It is difficult to begin to name them, but most of
us are aware of those teachers that stand in our memories as people who had shaped something of what we have become
today, each in their own way.

It is said that when they finished building the St. Paul's Cathedral in London, some people were so impressed with the
architectural achievement that they wanted to build a memorial to its architect, Sir Christopher Wren. "That would be an
insult,” said others, "The cathedral itself is the memorial monument to his achievement" In the same way, the College itself
isamemorial to principals like C. A. Smith and so many teachers that gave themselves in our service.

Backto the Cricket Ground, I recall that on the night before the Central-St. John's match each year, 'Smithar' would show
us the film, "Don Bradman," a film on the greatest batsman of all times from his own country. It was his way of inspiring
the team and all of who would come to cheer them into victory.

Itis of interest that the College Song is also built on the image of the cricket match.

"Wet, the ground; and wind, opposing;
Just ten minutes left to play!

Play up Central, never reposing
Onthe gains of yesterday!"

And it gently moves us to the play ground of real life:
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MY MEMORIES OF GOOD, OLD CENTRAL

Dr. T. Sooriabalan MBBS, MRC Psych (UK), FRCP
(Old boy, Past President-JCCOBA,Canada: Consultant Psychiatrist, Scarborough General Hospital, Toronto)

Heartiest congratulations to our OBA for celebrating
the 100" Anniversary of the founding of JCC,0BA in
Jaffna. I am grateful to the Lord for my days at Jaffna
Central,13 years in total. Jaffna Central always had a
very interesting and colourful calendar throughout
the year. Athletic meets, soccer matches, cricket
matches, prize giving days,H.S.C Union
dinners,Saraswathy Poojas,Carol services and
exhibitions to name a few.

As a primary school student we always looked
forward to the last day of the term which our then
Principal, Rev.Smith would address the students in
Tamil and then distribute candies. It was not the
candies that mattered but the way it was carried out
term after term, year after year by the Australian
missionary.

At the age of 8, | learned the first steps of Baila
dancing at the Central- St.John's cricket match- the
big match of the north. What fun we had year after
year at the “friendly” battles! The music of the
guitars, mouth organs, accordions, bongos, and the
rabanas combined with the singing and dancing of the
bailas made the event more entertaining. Of course,
added to this was the high pitched cheering by the
girls from out sister school Vembadi - God bless their
voice boxes. There were some of us who wanted to
celebrate the event by fortifying their blood stream
with a kind of fermented Palmyra juice,
affectionately called “panapaptan”. Some of them
argued that it was a good source of vitamin B
complex, which they lacked during the hot
afternoons.

Another event which we enjoyed during our early
days was the film shows organized and shown by Mr.
Victor Rajaratnam. They were mostly shown on a
Friday evening and we thoroughly enjoyed the
cartoons and the western cowboy movies filmed in
black and white. Whataway to start our weekend.

As a cub and later as a scout | learnt quite a lot of
practical things, from reef knot to real issues of life.
We thoroughly enjoyed the annual scout camping
held at the Old Park, sleeping inside canvas tents,

cooking, having camp fires, singing, dancing, and
meeting many other scouts from various schools of
the Province. During our time Mr. P. Manoharan was
our scout master, a kind hearted, pleasant and ever
smiling soul who met every criteria of the word
gentleman. He was a true scout, ever ready and
willing to help any body at any time.

Prize giving days were very colourful events,
rewarding for those who had worked hard with their
books. During the Primary and Middle school days |
had mixed feelings about these events because | was
always picked up to play the female role in the plays
or in the group dancing. We had days of practice
under the supervision of Miss. Thambiah, Miss.
Joseph, and Miss. Somasundram. Looking back it
was fun dressing up like a girl but thank God I didn't
turn out to be a cross dresser!

Then the school sports meets the excitement of track
and field practices under the watchful eyes of Mr. T.
Selvarajah, along with the daily consumption of a
glass of ovaltine and an egg, never thought about our
cholesterol levels. Mr. Nava Niles was always our
favourite announcer for these events with his crispy
clear, commanding voice.

The H.S.C Union dinners were very memorable
evenings for every senior student for various reasons.
A chance to wear full suit on a humid evening and to
dine in western style. A very formal event with full
courses starting with the soup. An occasion to
practice the art of using fork and knife without
causing any injury to the innocent person seated next
to you. There were rare occasions when the chicken
on our plates suddenly became alive, and landed on
the plate of the other. Also a chance to listen to Mr.
Guitan and his band playing the good, old songs of
the mid fifties and sixties, year after year. If youwere
very lucky you may get a “once in a life time chance”
of sitting next to a student representative from one of
the girls schools. Then of course the “after dinner
speeches” full of puns and jokes aimed at various
members of the staff. We also enjoyed attending such
functions in other schools and we were considered to
be the *“chosen ones” when picked to attend the
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H.S.C. Union dinner at a girls school. Needless to
say it had sparked school day romances in a few who
were under the influence of full moon.

On a serious note, we are thankful to the years and
years of dedicated service of the teachers who taught
patiently and helped us to achieve our dreams. Mrs.
Mathiaparanam who taught us maths in Middle
school, Mr. Nadarajah who made the boring civics
and history classes into very fascinating ones, Mr.
Rajasenan for his lively zoology lectures punctuated
by the “annual jokes” and for his neat dissections of
rats, frogs and cockroaches. Thanks to Mr.
Thiruchelvam and Mr. Balasundram for their
chemistry lessons, Mr. Vigneswaran and Mr.
Nadarajah for the physics education.  Special
mention should be made of late Mr. Paramanantham,
a very dedicated teacher who taught us botany and
chemistry, organized botanical excursions and school
picnics, and spent hours after school preparing us for
the University examinations. In a material world
where time was equated with money, he gave hours
and hours of his valuable time free of charge.

Thanks to late Mr. E.T. Rajaratham and Mr.
Ratnasingam for teaching our mother tongue. We
thoroughly enjoyed Treasure Island with Mr.
Alagakone, our English teacher. However, he put us
to sleep during the civics lessons. | suppose the
Donoughmore Constitution was too much to handle
at that time by our 11 year old brains! We were very
alert for the arithmetic class taught by Mr. Vellupillai,
which immediately followed our napping session.
The first and the only time | received “Pirapam
palam” was for not memorizing the thirteenth times
table! If I remember correctly, that day except for
two students, the whole class received the “palam”.
Obviously, the number 13 was unlucky for many of
us. However, Mr. Vellupillai was a very good teacher
andamanwith aheart of gold.

On a lighter note, we may fail to go to the temple on
Fridays or attend the church services on Sundays but
never failed to pay our Sunday homage to the Regal
“Matha”. It was part of the “curriculum” for most of
the Centralites. The 4pm “arati”/*service” was very
popular as we would be home by 6.0pm. Our
unsuspecting parents thought we had returned from a
game of cricket at the college grounds. One rupee
was more than enough for the “pooja”, 65 cents for
the front seat reservation in the gallery and 25 cents

for a packet of peanuts. It was no wonder that when |
went to England, | felt 1 was in a very familiar
surrounding.

It was standard joke during our time that any student
who was sacked form his school, could be accepted at
Jaffna Central. Very true but those who joked, failed
to understand the compassion and sympathy shown
by our principals towards these unfortunate ones.
Central had students form all walks of life. The
school hostel was a “mini U.N.”. Sinhalese,
Burghers, Muslims and Tamils from all parts of the
Island came to live and study together. | am very
proud to be a product of such an institution.

Well, it is nearly two decades since | left my
homeland and I am very “homesick”. Through the
media and others when we hear the tragic stories of
our land, our heart bleeds, our eyes are dry, no more
tears to shed. Oh God, forgive us for the sins of our
past, please grant us peace and tranquility, let our
younger generation live in harmony.

| still hope and pray that one day we will be back in
good old Jaffna to see the Choc and Blue flag flying
high with children playing merrily in the field. My
God bless all those who have sacrificed their lives for
the betterment of the students.
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Jaffna Central Collegeand I ...
Remembering A Lifetime ...
By Saravanamuttoo Yoganathan, Past President of JCC OBA of Canada 1999/2000

My thoughts go back to the year 1949 when | joined Jaffna Central College as a 5 year old student in the Lower
Kindergarten, carrying a slate, a piece of chalk, and a lead pencil. At that time those were the only things you used for
learning, whether you are rich or poor. My Lower School, Middle School and Upper School education, all throughout at
Jaffna Central 14 long years in one school with only the GCE Certificate at the end. Why such a long time? During this
time, at the end of every year, a promotion test is held, but whether you pass or fail the exam, you are automatically
promoted to the upper class. However, when it comes to GCE 'O’ Level a Government Exam our good old school
couldn't do anything for us, but it allowed us to stay on in the same class for 3 years so that we could sit for the GCE exam
for more than 5 times. Also, we made our own classes first GCE Upper, next year GCE Special and the following year
GCE Super. Our classroom is Romaine Cook Hall North, South & East more than 60 students, including some Prefects,
Best Cricketers, the entire Soccer Team and all the best athletes backed by most of the Central spirited teachers, who were
always supporting the Sports and the sportsmen.

During this long period, | have seen 3 Principals, Rev. C. A. Smith, Dr. T. C. Nilesand Mr. A. E. Thambar. Some teachers
had been there for more than 20 years, some only for a few years. | really enjoyed as a Middle School student during Rev.
C. A. Smith's time. We witnessed him building the ‘Match-box Van'. The Jaffna Central Carnival was very interesting
when he brought Gun-Boat Jack and his wife from abroad, to ride a Red Indian motor cycle inside the "Well of Death’ (first
time in Ceylon's history). The school went on strike also during Rev. Smith's time. 1 still remember him in his pair of
white shorts and shirt and stockings, riding a push bicycle with a cane in his hand and going around to 'Kandiah Kadai',
'Milk Bar' and 'Central Café'to see if any of the students were out there, smoking. One time Kandiah himself was caned in
the middle of First Cross Street and Chapel Street junction for selling cigarettes to students. Attimes, you could even see
Rev. Smith at the Regal Theatre around 6:30 p.m. to catch the hostel students coming out after the 4:30 matinee show.
Most of them got their caning on the spot. Believe it or not, but there were times when St. John's students too got caned by
mistake.

In 1960, during Harthal, Gandhi Mcintyre of Jaffna Central organized a procession with other schools and it was a big
success.

Itis sad when we hear of some of our own classmates' tragic deaths, while they are still young.

In 1962 some of us left school and started the 'Senate' at our own school grounds, which starts at 7:00 p.m. with two of our
favourite teachers, Mr. Kirubarajah and Mr. Kirubaharan. Life wenton like this even after school in Jaffna. Even though
we were back-benchers, most of our teachers' advice to us was 'Do not give up hope in life'. That helped us to look forward
to our future.

I am very glad that I am still in touch with most of my classmates and very happy that they are doing really well in their life.
Most of them are in England and Australia.

Finally, it is a great pleasure for me to be a Past President of Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association of Canada. We
are doing our best for our school back home for the past 10 years. More than | explaining about our activities in Canada, it
is best for you to read and know about our services to our old school and to Canada, in the following pages.

Always be proud to be an old Centralite.
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Message From The Past President Chelvaratnam Ramasamy
President, J.C.C.O.B.A. Canada 2001 And 2002

I am greatly delighted to be associated with Jaffna Central College, as a student from 1947 to 1957 and thereafter
involved with the Old Boys Associations in Jaffna, Colombo and Canada for almost 59 years. Of the 100 years
of the Alumni Associations existence since 1906, | am proud to record my association with the Old Boys'
Associations continuously for almost 50 years, the latter half of its existence.

With the founding of Jaffna Central College in 1816 and with my association with the College for almost 60
years, | proudly recall the days of Rev. C.A. Smith, Rev. Dr. D.T.Niles, M/S. J. C.Charles, A.E.Thamber,
K.Thievananthampillai, T.I. Abraham, S.Ratnasingam, V.A. Alagacone, K.Mathiaparanam, Ariaratnam,
S.Mahalingam, S.Arunachalam, R.K. Rajasenan, M.Paramananthan, Selvarajah Thambiah, V.D.
Jeyaratnasingam, S.Pararajasingam, Sebaratham and Comrades N.Ethirveerasingam and Pararajasingam,
K.Thayaparan, K.Kanageswaran, S.Thavalingam and Suntharalingam, R.K.V.Premachandra, Bunny
Vantwest, Gauthamadasa, M. Sivasithamparam, K.Somaskandan, S.Kandasamy, Librarian K. Manickavasagar,
V.T. Ganeshalingam, V.T.Sivalingam and V.T. Suntharalingam, who are worthy to be mentioned, for their
stewardship, encouragementand training and comradeship given by them at Central.

On immigrating to Canada during the year 1994, my first contact was a call from the one and only Late
Thirukumar who invited me over the Phone to attend the Central Nite Get-together and Dinner Dance. | gladly
accepted the opportunity and attended the Central Nite Get-together and Dinner on Saturday 15". October 1994,
('just a week after my arrival in Canada ) conducted at St. Gabriel's Church Hall and met numerous Old
Centralites at that function. Thereafter due to Late Thirukumar's instigation and compelling request, I did get
associated with the activities and the administration of the Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association of
Canada, since 1995. Since then | have been elected as a Committee Member and thereafter elected to hold office
as the Assistant Treasurer, Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, Secretary, Vice President and President. Thus started
my association with the Alumni Association of Canada.

I am proud to be the General Secretary in office with Dr. T.Sooriabalan as President, in organizing our maiden
Cultural Show * Mathiya Theepam “ in conjunction with the 180". Anniversary Celebration of our College,
staging at Winston Churchill Collegiate Institute on Saturday May 24, 1997, which was a great success and
gained praise from all parts of Toronto and the Media. Our aim is to evolve a Joint Scholarship Scheme with the
support of the O.B.A., Branches all over the Globe in order to assist the bright and needy children of our Alma
mater, to pursue their Higher Education in Sri Lanka. This Cultural show was conducted annually for Six years
up to 2002, and the Sixth Mathiya Theepam was conducted on Saturday May 11, 2002 at Winston Churchill
Collegiate Institute.

I also wish to recall and remember with great pain of mind that, during my office as General Secretary, we were
unfortunate to lose two great Stalwarts Jeya Kanaganayagam on 24", January 1997 and the one and only
Kantharatnam Joseph Thirukumar on 23th. January 1998. We fondly remember both Late Jeya
Kanaganayagam and Late K. J. Thirukumar, who laid their life's for the greater glory of our Alma-mater Jaffna
Central College in particular and for the greater glory of J.C.C.0.B.A. Canada on the whole. The memory of
Jeya Kanaganayagam and Thirukumar lingers in our Hearts and it is our fervent prayer that their souls rest in
peace with God.

We the J.C.C.O0.B.A. Canadaalso created history by releasing a Commemorative Stamp in Commemoration
of the Milestone achievement Celebrating the 100". Cricket Anniversary of the Cricket encounter between
Jaffna Central and St. John's Colleges. This Commemorative Stamp depicting the College Crest of chocolate,
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Blue and Gold of Jaffna Central and the Red and Black of St. John's Colleges, was released on the Cultural
Night “ Mathiya Deepam 2001 “ at Woburn Collegiate Institute Auditorium and the First issue was presented to
our Old Boy and Staff member Mr. T.Pararajasingham.

Another humanitarian services that was undertaken by the Alumni Association of Canada was the Walk-A-
Thon organized in support of the Hospital for Sick Children Foundation at the Morningside Park Area 5,
Scarborough, on Saturday June 30, 2001 from 8.30 A.M., to 10.30 A.M., followed by the Joint Picnic with our
Sister College Vembadi.

Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association of Canada have created history in Canada by being the FIRST
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION IN CANADA to organize and continue the Jaffna's Big Match Jaffna Central St.
John's Cricket Encounter for 17 years continuously; the FIRST ALUMNI ASSOCIATION to organize a Walk-
A-Thon in support of a Canadian Service Organization and the FIRST to publish a Canadian Stamp in
commemoration of an achievement in Sports in Jaffna, which were possible only due to the untiring efforts of
the Members of the Committee and by the overwhelming support of the Membership, the Donors of Trophies
and the Business Establishments who have responded positively to our requests for Sponsorship and
advertising to ensure the overall success of the programs we organized during the last 15 years.

In conclusion, 1 would like to emphasize the Members are the Assets of every Association. It will only prosper
with the Unity and dedication of all the members. “ United we stand divided we fall “, with this belief and with
your unstinted support and overwhelming attendance at all our Programmes, | have firm faith that we can
implement our programmes for the development of the College in an effective way. Always keep in mind that the
Events are yours to participate. | also kindly request each and every member to uses his influence to enroll as
many members as possible and sincerely hope each of you will share my enthusiasm for the goals we can
accomplish together. Together we will aspire to take this Association to greater heights.

We wish to Thank all Old Centralites, their Families and Friends for your help and moral support, and wish to
convey our sincere appreciation to our Sponsors, Banner and Souvenir Advertisers for their generous assistance
and appeal for your continued supportinour effortsto assist our Alma mater at the hour of need.

Hence, the need of the hour is to come together and consolidate our efforts solidly behind the Old Boys
Association, so that our Association will go from strength to strength and we could jointly be of greater help to
our “ Alma Mater and the Students of our College .
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Inauguration of the Jaffna Central College OBA(Canada Branch)

D.C.Balarajah
( Old boy and past President of JCCOBA, Canada )

It gives me pleasure to refer to the birth and growth of
the JCC,OBA of Canada. When | arrived in Canadain
1986,from Dubai, | found that there was no
Association of the JCC in Canada, despite the fact
that there were many old boys of JCC living in
Canada. | also found that there were senior teachers
like Mr. K. Rajasenan, and Mr. Jeyasingam in
Toronto. After lengthy discussions with them and
other old boys like the late Mr. K.J. Thirukumar, we
decided to form a group. When we contacted the old
boys, their response was very positive, and we went
on with our efforts of forming the group. The initial
meeting of this group took place at Mathy's residence
around mid 1989 with about fifteen old boys. In that
meeting the following decisions were made:
1. To contact as many old boys as possible and
to start an Association of JCCOBA.
2. To explore the possibility of a joint venture
with the Vembadi OGA.
3. Encourage group activities among old
students of our college.

We continued to meet, at the residence of other old
boys and worked to bring together most of the past
pupils and teachers. We also spoke to the Vembadi
OGA, and senior teachers like Mrs. Rasamany
Rasanayagam, and Mrs. Mani Rajasenan, who were
very encouraging. We had a joint Dinner of the group
with the Vembadi OGA. Before the association was
formed, as a lover of Cricket, | contacted my friends
who were Johnians and arranged to play a friendly
Central St.Johns cricket match. This match was so
successful that the tradition continues to this day,
played annually during summer at the Sunny Brook
Park, Toronto. This event brings together families
and friends of the past pupils, and everyone has an
enjoyable summer day.

Our discussions continued, and we met at the
residence of Richard Devapalan to make the final
arrangements for an inaugural meeting. To mention a
few who were present; late K.J.Thirukumar,
K.M.Shanthikumar, Jeya Kanaganayagam , Nada
Jeyadevan, S.Perinpanathan, M.Muruganatharajah,
D.Puradchidasan, and Kris Jeyanathan.

The inaugural meeting was held at a church basement
in Oct.1992. At that meeting the following were
elected as office bearers:
President: Kris Jeyanathan
Vice Presidents: Jeya Kanaganayagam
T.Pararajasingam
S.Jeyasingam

Secretary: K.J. Thirukumar

Asst. Secretary:  D.C.Balarajah

Treasurer: K.M.Shanthikumar

Asst. Treasurer:  S.Perinpanathan

Committee: M.Muruganantharajah
Nada.Jeyadevan
D.Puradchithasan
T.SriPathy

S.Yogasingam

In 1993, the committee drafted the constitution, and
the Association was subsequently registered as anon-
profit organization. Since the formation of the OBA,
we have grown in numbers and strength over the last
fourteen years. We continue to support our Alma-
Mater in Sri Lanka.

In conclusion, 1 would like to thank every old boy
who has contributed to the growth of the OBA,
especially the Presidents and their committees who
didan excellent job in keeping the Association afloat.
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Message from the President of JCC,OBA, Colombo

It gives me great pleasure to send this message to the Souvenir being published to mark
the 100th Anniversary of the foundation of JCC OBA Jaffna by the Canada branch. We
remember with great respect and with thanks the founder Rev.W.M.P.Wilkes BA ,LCP
the then Principal of Jaffna Central College.

Being the first school founded in year 1816 in North of Sri Lanka by the Wesleyan
missionaries, the faithful and distinguished old boys of the college living in different
countries got  themselves together and formed branch Associations in each
country.

The love, humanitarian feelings, dedicatory attitude for the immediate needs of our school
students was felt by all the old boys wherever they were. These feelings made the JCC
OBA, Colombo branch to establish a scholarship scheme for the needy childrento advance
their studies at school and universities This noble idea was readily accepted by the Branch
associations in Australia, Canada and UK, who readily gave of their support and
cooperation to the project, named Joint Scholarship Scheme since 2001.

| take this opportunity to thank all branches for extending their whole hearted support and
cooperation in our efforts. Praying the ALMIGHTY to give us strength, unity and guidance
for the continued success of this noble scheme.

The members of the JCC OBA Colombo branch join me in congratulating you all and
wishing all success in your endeavor to maintain the glorious traditions and standards and
mould useful citizens from our school in the years to come.

V.R.VADIVETKARASAN.
President

JCC OBAColombo Branch.
Colombo.

June.14,2006
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Message from the President of JCC-OBA, Jaffna

Itis a pleasure to pen a few lines to the Souvenir published by the Jaffna Central College Old
Boys' Association of Canada to commemorate the 100 years of the founding of the OBA. In
Jaffna.

We feel proud to see Centralites spread all over the world united under one roof are living to
the expectations of our Almamater to a line from our college song chorus; * Central flag must
ne'er be lowered”.

Jaffna Central has a proud record to speak of academically and in the field of sports. To
mention a few who brought honour and credit to our college, Saint Arumugar Navalar heads
the list followed by Peter Percival, P.T.Cash, Kalapulavar Navaratnam, Rev.D.T.Niles etc. In
the field of sports our ever green Dr.Nagalingam Ethirveerasingam who brought credit to the
nation as well as to the college by winning the gold medal in High Jump and creating a record
at the Asian Games hepd in Japan. Similarly Central continues to produce men of eminence
inthe academic field as well as in the field of sports, which we should be proud of.

Centenary of the Old Boys' Association is not an easy one. How many milestones this
Association would have passed to keep the flag flying to bring all Centralites under one roof
of togetherness. This is all due to the untiring efforts of our predecessors who had toiled hard
under trying conditions specially during the war time in Jaffna.

Itis time that Centralites all over rally round at this hour of need to reach out to their bretheren
inJaffnaeveninasmall way. | have reminded of an incident

V.T. Sivalingam

President

JCC OBA Jaffna
Attorney-at-Law & Notary Public
Management Consultant
Commissioner of Oath
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Jun 257 2006

Dear Centralites,

Congratulations to your Old Boys' Association on reaching the
mitestone of one hundred years of usefil existence. This is semething not
many schools can boast of. and be proud of.

The success and achievements of your school is, in major part, due to
the contribution of the Old Boys' Association. The students who have gone
through your prestigious scheal -are certainly thankful to-their Alma Mater and
this is expressed by their wholehsarted suppart to the Old Boys' Association.

As the President of the Toronto chapter of the Old Boys' Association of
St John's College, | hereby send my best wishes to the souvenir which is
being released by your Association.

-

Raj kumar
Co-Chairperson
SJC-CGC PPA -Toronto
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Message from the President of Vembadi Old Girls' Association

| am privileged to send this message on behalf of the Vembadi Old Girls Association
(VOGA) for the souvenir being published to mark the 100" anniversary of the founding of
Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association. It warms my heart to see that Centralities are
upholding such traditions even so far away from home.

There are those educational institutions whose name alone invokes thoughts of greatness;
Central is among those institutions. Students at Central go on in life to become leaders in
their fields, bringing respect and prestige to the institution that nurtured them. Itis indeed a
testament to Central that its past students maintain such high standards over the years, and
even more so that they do it here in Canada, oceans away from their beloved school.

Vembadi and Central are siblings and today's event brings nostalgic memories of years gone
by. We not only relive our old school bonds here in Canada we make them stronger. Over the
past few years we have worked together on many occasions and | am delighted today, on
behalf of VOGA, to extend our support and encouragement for this anniversary celebration.
We wish this function and its organizers every success.

Rathy Anandarani Arulanantham
President,

Vembadi Old Girls’ Association (Canada)
2006
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Jafna Central national schoold of nation's pride

P.Monokeran
Old Boy and Teacher of JCC

In the heart of Jaffna city stands
A noble school of popular brand
Bequeathed by Methodist mission
Christian education it's faith admission.

Jaffna Central its name renown
In the midst of history wore a crown.
A centenary and four score years old
Served long years to up-hold
Virtues Wisdom Veneration Divine
That sprit of Central ever shine

Carving on its hall's doorway
Depict play study and pray

Care for body mind and soul

Was school's concern, its righteous goal
National school of nation's pride
Served Sri Lanka countrywide
Professional's pedagogues politicians true

The school produced no few

Tamils Singhalese Muslims Burghers
Mingled freely, all like brothers
No cast creed colour or kind
Then did cleave us, be mankind

But ethnic war in recent times
Struck the school in northern climes
It has it's rise, but will never fall
“LET'S BUILD CENTRAL” my clarion call
The college colours Chocolate, and Blue
Flag flew high as the college grew

With pomp and pride and blessing showered

Central's Flag will never be lowered.
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eTLDEDLD AT 3 NBTENET
soewim Fug
(LGP LOTEUTEUGILD FL LSBT euilulLd)

xU kdjjdd thotyy gy guhagqfs cz=L.
. JIY ,Sikg guhak mjKfhakhdd. fhu=zk
| ,sikaw Ty vdw  fytigguhak
MukgkhtNj ,gFjhd> ,ejgguhajjryjhd
nghlgFfidwd. vd gQRf §ffisggww vd
jenj aho kjja fyYhuy vdDk Gdijkhd
mwthyajJds vdid miojJdr nrdwNghJd
mjd ngUakra GFio ehd edF mwejiUFF
eahakyiy. fuzk mgnghOJd vdfF taJ
vIiL kKILNk. Mdhy Vwj jhs xU Ehwwh=zLFfF
Nky mwQHFIs cUthfFk ,ej | mwmQHfs
ciyffsjjiy| enDk ciyay ,lgglL
mbjJd ekHjjgglL xU mwTrl Majkhf
ntsNa teNjd. vd FfyYhuAk mgF
vOjjwtijj , iwthHfFisAk vqfs kJ
mtHfs fhlba mjj ghrk ghT> F=zfth=zige
J=zbgG vdgd vkik rigeLNt ekHed ewFk
kdijjifs MTfHad vdgN] c=zik ehk
jJiyfis caljj) ewf vkd FfyYhujjha
vkfF nraj gz I fs Vuhsk! Vuhsk !!

Gulnf ft ghuj; jdghlby nrhddhd
gsisfts ngwwjejg Gid , it NgUuFnfhU
ewkhFk. rhkgy ewnkhU FIb> fUQ rhed
ewnkhU FIb> ghkgd ewnkhU FIb> gRk
ghyid ewnkhU FIb------ ,ejJ tufsd e[Ji]
vkd fyYhuwazyy  fz=NIhk. , dNgj k>
tHffNgjk kjthjk mww xU muUirkahd
mofhd elG elwe] #Houy ,ejf
fytrrhiy vkfFj jejd. Mk jkob
ngfstd , Jyhkad gwghiaH vd gy
,djijr rhHej kh=ztHfSk MruaHfSk
,gF xU $Siuvad fo vkJd fytjjhAld $b
thoejhHfs. XU jhafF vggb jd Foein jfs
Nky vyyhk ghuglrk ,dw mdG Fhll
KbANkh mJd ,qF e[khf efoejd. rfy
rof kh=ztHfFSTFk fytig grn JHij
fiythz ,ts.

vkd fyYhuyfF xU moah tuyhW cz=L.
Mgfilya Tfw Jjt krduahy eljjggll
,ej Fytufsljjiy irtk tsHjj ehtyH
ngUkhd mtHfs ¥fyt) NghjijjhH vdgJdk
Gdijkhd tioyia Ntjjij KjdKjy jkioy
nkhoingaHj jhH vdgJdk xU moah tuyhWw.
,ejr rujjuk vgfs Kkjjia TFyYhuay
gfoejd. vjJi=z ngUikfF cuats vk

ahokjjia TfyYhuyj jha vdlgjid ehk
, Jd%yk c=zHeJ nfhssyhk.

MJklLkyy> fytay vjjid Jiwfs
czNlh mjjed JiwfsiYk nwgghf
khzthHfis cUthfhia ngUirk »€]
mwTrrhayfF czlL. gy itjja
eiIGzHFIsAk> ril NknjfisAk>
nghwajayhsHfisAk> FfzffhsHfisAk
fytuf f=zjwej Mruwag ngUejiffs
tuT suahsHfs> NghuhruaHf i sAk> Fbalay
eHthf cjjiNahfjjHFisAk  GFongww
tisahlL tuHfFisAk ,ir eldf
FiyQHFisAk Vd ngUikkff tHjjfg
guKFfHFiIsAk cUthffia xggww jha , ts

Ntggkur NrhiyfSk mofia FlblgfSk
caHled ewFk kzFf$SIL NFfhGuKk> ThFIH
Rgguk=zjak GqfhTk Mfia k=zZfF ngUik
NrHjJ Ehy eiyaKk jdidr #oed ewf
, ItFSTF elLehafkhf xs) tRKk - Kjjia
Jgkhd- vkJ mdid Vwj jhs 190 M=zLfshf
mN j GJg nghy)T1d> ,SikAld
,YgFfidwhs> JygFfidwhs. mtsid
ruTikj jJwd NkYk nghyjTw thomtff
Nt=zba ghua nghwWgG Kjjia FTyYhuAs
fhyb gjiyd  fytt ngw  ngWhdw.
ngwgNghfidw mjjid neQrgfSfFk c=L
vdf$sw; vd idAk vdNghdw gy
Mauffzffhd khztHfFisAk rig elLNt
gkHed cytull vkJ aho Kkjja
fy Yhuj ghafF ehk vd nwd Wk
flikggl lthfshiNthk. MEHFSTF vk
rukjhoej edwfs> gzithd t=ffqfs
vdWk cuajhFF.

g vk !(jjpz_a fyYhujjhad kzfnfhb vdWk
Jhoejjiyiy-
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My memories of Jaffna Central College

R.K.Rajasenan B.Sc. (Hons)
Retired Vice-Principal

Today Jaffna Central is 190 years old and its alumni
association has been in existence for 100 years. | had
the good fortune of joining the staff of this great
institution in 1954. My association with the college
spans a period of 52 years. The best years of my life
were spent at Jaffna Central. This institution in course
of its existence has produced outstanding men of
eminence in every field. Schools, like families, have
their tradition. Itis by these traditions that schools are
known and respected. Honesty, integrity, self-
sacrifice, compassion and non- discrimination are
some of the qualities ingrained in the traditions of
Jaffna Central College.

It was in April 1954 that | finished my studies in
Madras Christian College and returned to my home in
Jaffna. | reached home on a Saturday morning quite
oblivious as to what my future was going to be. After
breakfast | sat on the front verandah with day's news
papers. There was the “Daily News” and the weekend
“Morning Star”. My eyes caught an advertisement in
both papers. The advertisement read as follows: “
Wanted for Jaffna Central College, for immediate
appointment, a graduate( preferably an honours
graduate) to teach zoology in the Higher School
Certificate Classes”.l showed the advertisement to
my father and he asked me to contact Mr. Charles, the
Vice-Principal , who was well known to him. When |
met Mr.Charles at him home, he looked at me in his
inimitable way asked me * Thamby what can | do for
you?”. l introduced myself and told him that I had just
finished an honours degree in zoology at Madras
Christian College and returned only this morning and
that | had come in response to the advertisement. He
was excited and behaved as if he had won a sweep. He
said the Principal was away on holidays and that he
would be returning soon. He more or less guaranteed
me aplace.

Next Monday morning, | received a telegram from
the Principal requesting me to meet him in the college
office. It was holiday time. When | went there that
morning | was introduced to the Principal
Rev.C.A.Smith by Mr.Charles. He gave me the
necessary forms to fill out. After the formalities were
over, the Principal welcomed me and told me the date
of reopening and said my time-table would be ready
onthat date

Life is full of options, choices and opportunities. God
has a plan and a purpose for each and every life that
will ultimately lead to the complete fulfillment of
one's destiny. My intention was to get into teaching
job and use that as a stepping stone to get a better job
in the Fisheries Department or the Agricultural or the
medical Department as an entomologist. This was my
plan but god had his plan for me and god's plan
prevailed.

Teaching is a sacred trust. In my case teaching was in
my blood. My grandfather was a head teacher in a
mission school. My father retired as Principal of
Atchuvely Christian College. Our family had been
involved in education for more than one hundred
years.

My first day at Central is still fresh in my memory. |
was officially introduced to the staff and students at
the morning assembly. | was given H.S.C first year,
H.S.C repeats and a special S.S.C class. My first
period was with the H.S.C repeats. As | walked into
the class, I was given awarm reception. | made use of
the time to get to know the students and they were
given the chance to get to know me. From that classa
good number entered the University that year. About
five for Medicine, one for Veterinary Science and a
few for Science degrees. A few days after | joined the
staff, my friend Puthirasingam who had majored in
Botany also joined the staff.

At the time | joined the staff, the College had an
excellent tutorial staff. In the English Department
were teachers like Rev. Smith, Messrs.
Theivananthampillai, Mahalingam, Victor
Rajaratnam, Alahakoen and Kulasegarasingam.
Later additions were Messrs. Balasabapathypillai,
S.H. Sethukavalar and Kandiah. In the Math
department were Messrs. Jacob, an outstanding Math
teacher at that time, Arunasalam and Mrs.
Mathiaparanam.  Later additions were Messrs.
Radhakrishnan, Vigneswaren, S. Nadarajah |,
J.A.T.Sethukavalr and Thambirajah. In the
Chemistry Department were Messrs. Subramaniam
of “Vingnam* fame , Thiruchelvam, Balasuntharam
and Selvaratnam. Later additions were Messrs.
Navan Niles and Nagaratnam, an excellent
Chemistry teacher who retired recently as Vice
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Principal. In the Physics Department were Messrs.
Tamber who retired later as Principal, Vigneshwaran,
S. Nadarajah and J.A.T Sethukavalar. The Biology
Department was managed by Messrs. Ariaratham,
Vaucheeswaran and Aseervatham. Later along with
me and Puthirasingam four other dedicated teachers,
Paramananthan, Kulendran, Sivaveerasingam and
R.A Thambirajah joined the Department. For
Commerce, there were “Kalai Pulavar” Navaratnam,
Messrs. S.D. Jeyasingam, Kandasamy,
Balasubramaniam and Miss. P. Chelliah. In the
Geography Department were Messrs. J.C.Charles,
Manickavasgar, and Pararajasingam. For History
there were Messrs. S.H. Sethukavalar and James S.
Storer. Inthe Tamil Department were Messrs.Sarma,
Mathiaparanam, Kumaresan and Rasaratnam.

The middle school supervisor at that time was
Mr. T. J. Abraham who was also the Prefect of Games.
He did yeoman service to the College in the field of
Sports. Inrecognition of his services he was awarded
a Grade | special post by the then administration. He
was succeeded by Mr. N.S.Rathirasingam, as Middle
school supervisor. Later Mr. Rathirasingam was
appointed Vice Principal and ended his career as
Principal. Brent Lieut. Col. K. Balendra of the Sri
Lanka Cadet Corps. Who took over from Mr.
Rathirasingam as supervisor, was also in charge of
the College Cadet Corps and was ably assisted by
Lieut. Nagaratnam. Balendra was also in charge of
the College Band. Some of the middle school
teachers at that time were Messrs. E.T. Rasaratnam,
P.K. Balasingam, Victor Kirupairajah,
V.D.Jeyaratnasingam, Kasi Viswanathan,
M.Jeyaratnam, K. Somasegaram, Pavanandan,
A.M.David, Yogaratnam, Abraham Lincoln,
Anthonypillai, Philipmery and Basheer.

The lower school Head master at the time was
Mr. Kanagasabai and he was succeeded by Mr.
Velupillai.  When Mr. Velupillai retired Mr. V.
Sivarajah was appointed head master and later Mr. T.
Kanagalingam succeeded him. The lady teachers in
the lower school were in a class by themselves. They
were Mrs. Richard, Ariaratnam, Thurairatnam,
Selavarajah, Selvaratnam, Kanagaratnam, J.T.
Chelliah, P. Rudra, Singaravel, and A. Victoria. Their
talent proved very useful in the extra curricular
activities oftheschooltoo. ~ Two other teachers
deserve special mention- Mrs. E.S. Tambiah and S.
Sivapragasam. These two were institutions by

themselves. Their contributions as Physical Director
and as art master respectively, are well known to past
Centralites.

There were the office staff, the Librarian,
Laboratory attendants, Ground boy, Bus driver, and
Watcher. The role played by them is no small
measure contributed to the welfare, success and
efficient running of the school. Mr. S. Alagarajah
was the chief clerk and he served the institution for
more than 35 years. Mr. Benedict was the Accounts
clerk and was later succeeded by Mr. Yogarajah. Mr.
Dharmalingam was the Hostel clerk and she
discharged her duties efficiently. Mr. J.M.
Selvadurai was Hostel master during Rev. Smith's
time and later worked in the College office. The
laboratory attendants helped to maintain the
laboratories up-to-date. The office peons were Mrs.
Dharmasena, Gunadasa, Paramanathan,
Veerasingham and Annamalai. Dharmasena was a
jack of all trades trained by Rev. Smith. He was in
charge of Plumbing, Electrical and all mechanical
installations in the school. He had a very rare sense of
humour and we used to enjoy his jokes. Mr. K.
Manickavasagar was the Librarian and he did a very
good job in re-organizing the Library. Mr.
Sinnathamby was the Ground Boy when | joined the
staff. He was quite efficient and later, after
retirement he was in charge of the College Canteen.
Mr. V. Kandiah who replaced him was an asset to the
College and he has served the institution for a number
of years. Mr. Menon was the College Driver when |
joined the staff. He was a very efficient Bus Driver
and did a number of all Island trips. He also had an
interesting sense of humor. He was succeeded by Mr.
Balasubramamiam.

I will be failing in my duty if I don't mention
Mr. Rasiah. He formed an integral part of Jaffna
Central. One cannot imagine Jaffna Central without
Rasiah. He made the College, his home. He lived in
the room next to the Chemistry laboratory. He started
as a laboratory assistant and ended as an overseer. So
many generations of students have come in contact
with him. He helped in the maintenance of the
Campus.

There were about forty students in each of my
classes. Of the forty students some were very keen,
some were 'unbearable’, some 'inconceivable’, and
some 'impregnable’. | had to teach everyone of them
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and keep them happy and attentive. | thank God for
the gifts of a sense of humor and ready wit. | wasable
to control them with laughter. | loved them all and |
really enjoyed every minute of my teaching at Jaffna
Central. | produced very good results since | paid
attention to the weakest students in the class.
Whenever | walked into a class, | was carried away by
the smiles on their faces. Their faces brighten, their
eyes sparkle and one can read the expression on their
faces. An expression of anticipation . They knew
that in addition to learning, they were going to enjoy
some jokes. Even now when | meet some of my
former students, they say that whenever some of them
meet, their conversation never ends without my name
cropping up. At the O.B.A Dinner last year, one of
my former students walked up to me and said, “Sir,
you were more of a friend than a teacher”. That is
what many others have said to me. This is because |
had compassion for all of them. Though I don't
publicize them, | have helped many students in
various ways. Apart from appearing as a defense
lawyer, on behalf of the students, before the
authorities, I have organized finances for needy
students, found jobs for the jobless, free meal in the
hostel for students who didn't bring lunch and even
helped some in finding their life mates.

My students are scattered all over the globe
and whenever | meet any of them, some hug me,
some kiss me and some even cry out of joy to see me
well and alive and say how grateful they are. 1n 2001
my wife and | went on a holiday to England and about
fifty or sixty of my former students and about twenty
five of my wife's students organized a lunch for us
and we really enjoyed their company. Last year we
went to Sydney, Australia and my former students
organized a BBQ at the Olympic Park and | was able
to meet some of them. | was happy to see them all
doing well.

During the 27 years | was at Jaffna Central, |
held various positions in the school. | was Secretary
of the Teachers' Guild, Basket Ball Coach, Teacher in
charge of the A.L Science union, Patron of the A.L
Union, House master of Percival House, Member of
the Sports committee, Master in charge of the Board
of prefects, the most responsible student body of the
College. 1 was appointed Vice Principal along with
Mr. Balasuntharam. | am 80 years old now but
people looking at me say I look 70. My Cardiologist
was surprised when he found out I was 80. | owe this

to my students and my fellow teachers. They helped
me to maintain my youth.

Jaffna Central College Alumni Association is
celebrating its Centenary this year. | remember the
good old days before the take-over of schools how we
looked forward to these celebrations. Itwasafull day
program. Past students came from all parts of the
Island and accommodation was provided in the
hosted for those who did not have any place to stay.
The day started with a Cricket match between the past
and the present, followed by a soccer match and fancy
dress parade in the afternoon. Prizeswere awarded to
those in the best fancy dresses. The celebrations
came to a close with Dinner in the evening. The
dinners were well attended and the after dinner
speeches were a treat to listen to. One of the early
arrivals for these functions was Mr. Marcus
Thambiah. He used to arrive a couple of days early
and entertain us with some of his experience at Jaffna
Central. The Golden Jubilee of the O.B.A was
celebrated in Sept. 1956 during the Principalship of
Rev. Dr. D.T. Niles. It was celebrated on a grand
scale.

R.K.Rajasenan B.Sc. (Hons)
Retired Vice-Principal

Jaffna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir



DS HUl@T EMLDHBHTHANTED LDNDGHH APLRUITSHEMIT

Kddhs mjigh
mthfs 1996

fhyQnrdw JuU. f  ,uhrJdiuu

etkgh khjk  fyYhhia
nghWgNgwwNghd Ffwwy Fwgijjy eltbfiafFfhd
ngsjfr #oy motilejjUejd. ,eaiyay
vdghajUe j kjjiagjha nghdNghy cau
toaikjjhh ,th JjdJ gjujfrhyjjy
fyYhhad tshrnffhf mauhd ciojjjhy
cilej Flblgfs cahed egkhejd> Gja
Flblgfs glnlhs tRfidwd> Gjhk=zba Kwwk
Gqghthdd. , jdhy rwej mofla ngsjfr #oy
css ghlrhiy aho kjjia fyYlu vd 2005k M=zL
eilngww Njna ghlrhiyfsd mjighfs $Slljjy
fytt mikrrh $waik ,th g=zFfF Ffiljj
NgwhFk.

fytgjJdiwvay i fglggINlhiu muti=zjJd
mthfsid fytjjujij cahj jiaNjhL
Ajjthyjgry tornailed nrdw khzthfsd
fytgngWNgWfis nghdg ghlirfsyy gbggbahf
mjifuff toaikjjhh. fytAk , 1=zgghltjhd
nrawghLk , U f=zfs vdf nfth=zL
, 1Zzgghltjhdr nrawghLfs) Yk $ba nrujij
vLjJ khtl b khfh=> Njna eiyfsy fyYhuad
Jliij k=zLk gjiggg ghh.

“kjjlaad kzifnfhb ejjiak enyfFk” vDk
fyYjuf Ffjjjd mbia mbffb crrhjJd
GJikfs gyTk nrajhh. Mukg gty
, UghyhiuAk ,1ZjJjik ngUeJdLgghll
Nghlbia %dW ehsfshffiaik nrdwy
nrdNIhd ] fyYlufsffiilayyhd
kiLggLjjggll ged gukhwwgNghlbia

mwKfggLjjaik fyYiyad Jjhgf jidjij
nfh=zlhl toaikjd mjjdjjy TFTyYiuay
Mukgij J 1 k vd mLFFRFnfh=NI1 Nghfyhk.

khwwqfs  %yk  VwwqFfh=zgNj kheyyjJ
eajnaDk kejujijawed NrhjadfisAk
Ntj idFisAk nYitahfr Rked rhjadfisr
ruj jukhffia Kddhs mjigh fhyQnrdw jiu. f.
>,uhrdmuathfs fytNg=z neQrgfs)yy Fdwhj
kzgstfhf vdWk xs) trifnfh=zLsshnudgJ
kii fahd Swwyy.

njdkuhlnayyYss kedty fuhkjjiy gwed jdJ
Mukgf fytma keduYk ,ileiyf fytia
rhtfrNrh ,eJFFyYlhaYk ngwW gdG
gllggbgig ,yqifg gyfiyf fofjjd
Nguhyad tshfjjiy njhlhed glljhhaht
ntsiNawdhh. JjdJ Mnrhaggziia foffy
fizzjahtyy MukgjJ Kssjatisay njhlhed
mjiguhf gjtAahT ngwW» FILtd Gyk ktp
FfhaNfrdJ aw eNl ] tuhfFFyYihp mrRNty) ktp
Mfiatwwy mjigh gjtima myqgfhyJd ,Wjaht
ahoggh=zk kjjia TyYihay jdJ Nritia
eyfidhh.

ahid Nghdw fkgu em 1Ak rgfk Nghdw nkkf
FuYk> FfOF Nghdw $ha ghhitAk nfh=zlth
“vz gjjihy vajy vsinjdgh ahhklLk
g=zGlik vDk tofF” vDk thdkiwfNfwg
vyNyhUIDK rugJf fijjJg Ngn muti=jJ
g=zGld gofiath. jwikfs vthlk ,UejhYk
, 1ykiw fhaha ,UgNghaiuFf Fdwwill jgkha
xs) trrnrad Ty YhfF xsiAilbath.

fhyk ,k kdjid mfhykhdhYk FfytAyTk
f=z1 “fygfiuvtsffk” vdwW vkfF tofhlLk
vdj jilgnTthsNthk.

“kdj dhfg
NkyhdJ”

gwggij utljnjatkhf kiwtd

fhyQnrdw jiU. £ ,uhrdiu gwwa jftyfs.
fygjjfikfs: B.Ed, B.A., M.A (Ed)

gwej Jifjr 1947.09.08
ahoggh=zk kjjia FyYihay
1996.11.04
2005.10.12

flakNaww Jifjr
fhykhd jiFj: njhFjJ togfiatH.

rgjkehjd
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“mejehs QhgFfk neQriNy tejNj
ezgNd! ezgNd! ezgNd!

»ejehs mdWNghy ,dgkha ,yiyNa
mJ Vd? vd? ezgNd...... 7

| dream of being a boy roaming the Jaffna streets again
As | realize that | do not know much of the land where my journey began

| dream of walking to my beloved Central College via the Chapel Street
Chatting with everyone and anyone along the way whom | meet

| dream (?) of the cane lashings from Muttiah master for writing with the left hand
And this time | realize he wanted me to succeed in the “big studies” in a foreign land

| dream of all those debates we had in the Botany class with Kulendran master
Where | am sure we could have solved a number of the world's problems a lot faster

| dream of organizing the Wilkes house with my colleagues for the annual Sports Meet
As it was those Romaine House blokes who we so badly wanted to beat

| dream of cycling double to the VTK's Chemistry tuition
And this time | promise | will study and may even understand the meaning of fusion

| dream of the Under 16 match where we “almost” beat St Thomas in the Semi finals
But without that so-called “neutral” umpire Ponnambalam we could have been in the finals

| dream of watching Rameez caressing that ball towards the cover boundary
This time | hope | will stand tall (without fever) to make my big-match entry!

| dream of drinking the plain tea at our favourite hide out - the Premier Café
Now | could never be such a free flowing soul sipping even the most delicious latte

| dream of the time after school everyday when | joined the “Senate” chaired by Sri
So that sitting on that parapet wall we can let our dreams go free

| dream of meeting my friend Mithiran again a beacon of talent and dreams
And this time | will ensure that the meaning of his life fully beams

| dream of cruising the streets of Nallur with my friend Siva
And who knows we might even pop into get some blessings from (Lord) Muruga

| dream of catching up with Nagendra who always smiled despite our hostel food
And locking horns with Rudran sorting out the societal issues of the brotherhood

| dream of doing a few songs of TMS with Ravindrakumar even without the karaoke
And might even try out a few good ones of Thiruchchi Loganathan and Seerkazhi

| dream of showing to my family the Jaffna where it was fun without iPod or even a TV
But alas, will our homeland ever regain its glory of how it used to be

| dream of find a way to express my gratitude to my alma mater
Thanks OBA for giving me a chance to get started with this letter
Suren Surendran

(From Auckland ,New Zealand)

At Central
(1966-1977)

The style adopted from a poem DREAMS Will They Come True? Anonymous
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MATHIYA THEEPAM VARIETY SHOW
DS Bl HLLD LIOBHaM0 BHIPFIF
by R. Chelvaratham

The large exodus of our people to different countries has given us new directions and concerns towards the
preservation of our Culture and Identity. These concerns gave the birth of “Mathiya Deepam Variety Show*, a
truly Central's Cultural Entertainment. Our aim behind this endeavour is to form a Scholarship Fund for the
needy and the deserving students of various Grades starting from the Fifth Grade, going up to University
Entrance level.

The Members, their Families and Friends demonstrated their solidarity, love and loyalty to their Alma-mater by
an overwhelming participation at our Maiden Variety Entertainment conducted on Saturday May 24, 1997 at
the Winston Churchill Collegiate Auditorium, which was a great success and gained praise from all parts of
Toronto and the Media. This success shows that wherever the Centralites are, they”Keep their Honour True and
Bright *“ as the tradition goes. This Cultural Show not only provides an opportunity for the Old Students and their
Children to show their talent but also gives the Centralites, Families and Friends living in Canada and States to
come together asa Community, meet with one another and enjoy the Cultural Show of their own lith and kin.

We are deeply grateful and wish to express our deep sense of gratitude to all our participants young and old in
demonstrating their talent and for entertaining us with their excellent performances. The Tamil Media in
particular gave us due recognition in providing the required publicity for our Programmes. We are grateful and
deeply thankful to the Tamil Media for their encouragement and support.

We are extremely thankful to each and every one of the members and their Families, deeply grateful for the
generosity of our esteemed Donors and the Advertisers for their magnanimous support and assistance and look
forward to their continued co-operation in the years to come.

A e e wuour~rs — o
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TDIZH OpAMuILl AUBHHHMBBABLD Db HBUIT HATLITHABILD

S.J. Ravindrakumaran (1963 -1977 at Central)

1963 Mk M=L St. Peter's Church ,d
gdGwk , UFFk Percival Hall ,y vdJ
UKG Tyt ahokjjia TyYhhayy
MukgkhdJd. mgNgh® ja mjigh ju A
E. jkghd kfs vdJd KjyhtJ tFgG

Mrh § a. ,th gddhsy vkJ
Mrhahfs)y xUtuhd jJiU. Tejrhk
mthfs)d k 1 dthahdhh. MdNg

cuthd jjukj) Jahsk nrysyah vdJ
Kjy tFgG Mrhra. end , gfiyhed
ehlbwFr nryy NeUk Nghnjyyhk
, €iIuAk> mddhhd rNfhjhAk vkJ
Music Teacher ck Md gtsk Teacher

[Ak (mdiwa Miss. Rajah) rejiff]j

jtweNjayiy. ,jjid MdLfs
foeJdk ,UtUk vdid cINd
milahsk fz=zL nfthstJd xUGwk
Mrrhiak> kWGwk ngUirk vdJ
,uzlhk tFgG Mrhah  jiU.
gukyigfk. , thd kUkTd Dr.
kNdhfud (Jaffna Hospital) vdJ

cahtFgGj Njhod. gukyigfk Master
xtnthU rejilacyYk jdJ cycle [
tlbwgfig ghijad kWGwk cUIlbT
nfh=zL nrdw gddh Vw XLtthh.
ehgfs vdd nrajjuUgNghk vdgij
ahUfFk nrhyy Nt=zbajyiy. vdJ
%dwhk €FgG Mnhia  jUukj
ritggufhrk. F=bgGk md Gk
e iwejth <oj jkio kffs ngUkjk
milaf$Sba rwej xtiaUk
rnvglAkhd vkd xtia Mrhah jJU
ritggiufhrk mth fFSk vkJ
Mrh ¥ aAk >,Sstad Jkgjifshff
fyYhhtshfjjid csNsNa Mukgj jiy
thoed tejdh. JU. nrtggufhrk

mthfs meehl fs)y Windsor
Jinvaugfyy mtggjwfhf M.G.R. ebjj
“vd flik” jmuggljJdffhd cut out

vkd tFggiwad KdNd =§1tjJ
mofthf tiuej fhilrn ,dWk vddhy
kwff KbahjJd. cUjjuh Teacher

nrhyyijjej “mkkh ehd tisahlg
NghNwd” ghl Yk nryti. yyi. uh[ul=k
Teacher, Piano thrjjjgb nrhyyijjej

“Away inamanger” ghlYk , gnghOJk
vdfF kdgghlk. ng=z Mrhahfis

Teacher vdWk M=z Mrhahfis

Master vdWk ehk muofFk toffk
Mqgfiy nkhoayy jJtW vdgJd edF
NnjhejhYk vgfshy mej goffjij
khwwf nfhss KbejNjayiy. vdJ
ehdfhk €tFgG Mrhia  juUkj)
Jrujjdk. vgnghOJk xU gukG
1 tjjuUgghh Mdhy mJ mtUFFg
gadgl INj LY 1Y, vk 1 Kk
kijulLt€jwfhf k1 LNk mi j
1 tjjUgghh. guhfFg ghhj If nfth=L>
NFfll NfstiNa GCGhahky tofFk
kh=zthfSfF “thdk NghlINj> Gk
JjhgfidNj vdw ,U” vdffizlybfFk
mdG Mrhra jJuUkj. mhaujjdk
VvKFF fwgj j ghlk “#oy”.

JiUK]). FkhuRejuk gbggjjJd “jko”.
vdJd ,yykhd Romaine House ,d
Mrhahfs JU. Kjrijah JiUK]l
Jiuuj jidk> cUjjuh  Teacher
vdgthfshy Lower School Sports meet
» Y Romaine House Captain MT ehd
NnJhT nraaggiINld. Kjijah master

» d gukgbAld gofia MarchPast , dW
nrajhYk xOqgfhf €Uk  tork

NghyNt Romaine House first. vdJ
lejhk €tFgG Mrhah jU. jkgKjJ
mthfs. meehlfs)yy vgnghOJk
ntwviysaf Fjggf nfth=zbUTFk
Jiukjy,. fdfujjidk vkd Mqghy
Mrihia. JwnghOJd ,qgF fdlhty
trjd tUk vkd mdG Mrhia
ntwwiy ghfFg NghLk toffjij
KwwhfNt eWjjgigllhh. ,dDnkhU
lejhk tFgGC mdG Mrhia juUK]).
gukhdejk. ,tUk Ffdihty t€trjJd
tUTfwhh , thd kfd gughfud
vdDIld cah tFggYk gddh Jaffna
College Technical Institute ,y Electronics
gbggYk S$lggbjj mdGjNjhod.
mTfhy ] Jiy Hostel master MT , Uej
JIU. <J tughjk vdJ Mwhk
tFgghnhah. f=jjgghljij ki
mwGjkhfr nrhyyijjejth. vdJd Vohk
tFgG Mrhia  jUkj) Hudson
nrytuh[h. Pencil, Ruler, Pen vdw
vijahtd tlby kwed itjJdulL
tFgGTF tUk vgfSTF nrytuh[h
Teacher eyy dose nfhLgghh. “vdJ
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filn kFISTFk cqfSila taJjhNd.
mts vyyhg nghUlIfisAk KjyehNs
vLjJitjJ tLths. cqfSTFk mtisg
Nghy  fhridAld vd tFgGTF
tuKbahJd” vdW $wj jilLthh. Ntkgbayy
gbfFk xU ng=zgsisAld vkik xgglL
kllk jlL€t€jh? Nuhrffhuhfs myyth
ehgfs. Kjyehs Pencil 1 kwed tejthfs
kff ftdkhf mij vLjJI vkJ School Bag
»,Ds 1tjJd ntww tuhfshf mLjjehs
tFgGFfFr nryNthk. Mdhy ,dW note
book INa tlby kwed =§tjJtlLg
NghaijUgNghk. k=Lk eyy dose fim I TFk.
falntru jjUejNt ,yiry. ehd Advanced
Level gbfFkNghd  jJjUKkj)  Hudson
nrytuh[h XaTg ngwwhh. mthd XaTehs
ciula MwwWk ghffiak vdfFf fimljjJ.
kwffhky ,ejr rkgtqfis vdJd ciruay
Nrhg Ifnth=NIld. Mrhesa rhjjgb
kifTk ungJfNFlIhh. ny Mz=zLFfsSTF
Kd fdlh tejjUej Mrhahlk vdrd
Qhgfk ,Uffwjh vdfNFflINghd> vdJd
ngasuAk nrhyyp ehd jJdAfF farewell
speech nfthLjj 1 JAk $Swidhh. nkaryhjJg
NghNdd. ,Jjhd aho Kkjpa TyYh
Mrihahfs)lk c¢css rmwgG.  vjjird
tUlgfs flejhYk jkJ kh=zthfis
kwffhy mwGjkhd Mrhag ngUej i ffs.
vkd jJuiyirk Mrjhauht > uUej]
NtYggsaes master 1 mwahjy Kjja
fyYh khzthfNs ,yiy vdyhk. mthlk
giukgb thgfhky jgga kifr
nrhwgkhdthfs)y ehDk xutd!!l vdDId
Vohk tFggy gbjj midtUNk vdWNk
kwffKbahj Rthunakhd rkgtk xdw
elejd. kjja c=T ,i1INtisad gd
Kjy ghlk “jkio”. Mrnhah NtYggsis
master. mth tFggwF teJd> “vyNyhUk
ntsjay thiarahf eyYqgfs NtkgbfFg
Nghfyhk>” vdfBwolL> “, Njh €UfNwd”
vdW nrhyyij JdJ thyf mawfFFr
nrdwhh. tliyggutjjy > uej
vgfSTFg gaqtfu thrill. NtkgbfFg Nghfg
NghfiNwhk. xU girls' school fF thahit
KFfjJIDk fiyej KDbAIDK Nghtjh?
ezgd ejjahgudid notebook ,wFs
vgnghOJk powder ,UfFk. mdwWw mtd
powder stock fhyjahdd. midtUk
mofthfj juythhp powder mbjJ
NtkgbfFg Nghfj jahuhf line .,y
eildNwhk. NtYggisis master tejhh

“FIbad (gy Mrhahfs vdird
»ggbjjhd muEojjhhfs> ez=zghfs
mioggd Fflil ut) fpsusa vLjIF
nfh=zL th” vdwhh. Ntkgbay ,yyhj
fpmuah? vd ,qfiUeNj fhtf nfth=L
nryyNt=LKk? kdjiy v=zz=zjainjj
i jhhakhff NFINI ©INIA.” Ntkgbffh?
Kisjd %dw ,iytltyiry> mjwkFs
nglalfsd gssifElk Nghf nubah?
NtggkujjbfF elTgflh> XbgNgh” vdw
nkk fhrrad gjwyhf tej mLjj tehb
ehgfs vyNyhUk vgfs block ,d
KddyUe j Ntggkuj jid mbajy
mkhejiUeNjhk. t€tFggiwg GSTfjijj
Juthggjwfhf mth Ntggku eoylry ghlk
eljjidhh. toffkhf , ggbahd rejhggjjiy
vyNyhUfFk guggkgok i ljjiufFEk.
Mdhy vqgfsid eiy f=I1 NtYggsis
master TN taW FYqgfr rhgG tejJd.
»€J tFggy ehk gbjJf nfh=zbUejNghJd
ezgd n[aNkhfdid jhahh Fhykhdhh.
rva tajhaUejhYk mtdJd Jahy ehk
midtUk gqgFnfh=Nlhk. ,ttFggy
vdDId gbjjtHfsyy OQhgfjjiy css
nyh - AU =zjhrd> rtuhkd> euQrw
n[ak> n[auh[h n[gNerd> Njtghyd>
Nj tuh [ d> Brian Abraham & Beadle.

Wood work Class ,y n[aul=k master

fFjJ njhahky Bat nraNthk. MdhYk
vggbAk fedjJdtgLk. mth vqgfis
Nehffi €RtJI mURyUTFk jlLgnghy.
gddh fimlggd xU thyyJdffhtd ty)
Fswahky ,UfFk mthd ngah ngww
ThIT fisS. FWKG nraAk vgfis mUfy
miofFk fhnoRtehjd master vkJ
ifia mdcld gwWthh. Mdhy
1 fggbAld EsSk fimlggjhy ehk
neoejgb , UeJd vOKGNthk. Vohk €FgGg
gbjJf nfh=zbUe]j Nghd  jJiU.
NtYggisis master vOj) , affla “gujd”
vd w ehl fk> mf)y L,yfTuf]
Jjkojjidtohtyy Kjy ghiirg ngww vkJ
fyYhhfFg ngUik NrhjjJ. NEYggisis
master cld Kj § jah master> ©uflh master
Juuuj jidk teacherr MTINahh cjtiahf

>eehlfjnjg gawwtjjdh. ,eehlfjjy
gujdhf gh]fuDk uhkdhf mfiyDk>
Ffdhf uQrw ck keju Rkejudhf

AntFkhuDk §fNfaiahfg ng= Ntljjy
ehDk ebjNjhk. fyYihayy gadw
ehlfffiy ,dWk i fnfhLfHdwd.

vkJ vllhk tFgghrhah juU. gthdejd
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mwGjkhff  F=)Jgghlk eljJthh.
, TtFggy iU rguh[h master ChaaYk>
guuh [ ngfk master rhj juKk> A. ghyrnqgfk
master nghdgQQhdKk  fwg)jjdh.
gddhlfsyy jiU. A ghyrnqgfk master vkJ
basketball coach MT¥T ,Uejhh. xdgjhk
tFgghrhima juUkjy kjjahgu=k. , €iug
Nghy fT=zjJk gbggff NtW ahuhYk
Kbahd vdgd vdJd vz=zz=zk MdhYk
ghlrhiy njlgfia Kjy ghljjNyNa
ehgfs MrhriaAld Vjhtd FWKG
nraNthk. cliNd “fhuhsriq fk>
utejuFkhh> giahfuh[[h get out” wvdghh.
ehgfs %dW NgUk tTtFgGFfF ntsjay
ewNghk. Mdhy mjigh jU. rzKfehjdid
Juy Jujy njhAkNghd ehgfs %tUkK
Mrhiaalk nfQnf $jjhb> kddigGF
NfIlL tFgg)d CcsNs nrdWw
mkheJtILNthk. gyjlitfs . J
elejjuffiwd. mdNg cuUuthd Mrhia
mthfs> xU Kiws$sl vkik mjghlk
fhlbfnfhLjjNj Hiralahd. , ttFggy
Nn[fehjd master cahaYk> gddhsy
mjiguhf ,Uej ,uhJul=k master jJkiOk>
gddhs)yy cg mjjguhf ,Uej Nahftdk
master ngsjifKk> FNyejud master
»urhadKk gbggjjdh. gjjhk €tFggYk
> NJ Mrhahfs mNj ghlgfisg
gbggijjdh. gjindhdwhk gddinudlhk
tFgG Mrhah jiU. FNyejud mthfs>
JuU. Luh[Nrdd wtyqghay Twgyjjhh.
,tud tFggy TyfyggwFg gQrNk
finlahd. jhtuthtay gbggijj FNyejud
master 1 ehgfs gbggff tLtI kfTk
FawT. jwnghOJ cg mjiguarhlufFk jjuU.
ehful=zk master ,urhadk gbggjjhh.
NFfrtuh[h master ngs jifk fwgj jhH.

vdDId gbjjthfs> Dr. ehNfejud (UK)
Dr. kNdhfud (Jaffna)> Dr. Xk gfthd
(US.A)y Dr. rwmgj) (UK), Dr. jiUehTFfFfuR
(UK), Dr. mdgofd (AUS)> Dr. QhNdejud
(USA), Dr.rhkhwd(AUS), Nghdwthfs

1 t)jahfshfTk fhuhsrngfk rNyhdkz=)
Nghdwthfs nghwjajayhshfshfTk

cUjjuFkhh Lawyer MTTk R.rtFkhh
RNuejiud NghdNwhh Accountants MTTk.
Dr. Rev. A. W. n[gNerd> Rev. n[auh[h
MTiNahh NghjfhfshfTk. Dr. S. rntehjd>
fihyjud MTINahh  professors MT¥FTk
kjiF=zghfd AircraftEngineer MTTk

roofjyjily eyy mejljJss
thfshauffidwdh. , thfs ahtUk vd
Qhgfjjiy .Uggthfs. ,dDk
nyNghfis kwed Nghajuffyhk. mej
ezghfs vdid kddgghhfs vdw
ekGFiNwd. vdDId cricket, soccer Nghdw
tisahlLfsy ,Uej R eFNy ]tud?

M.S.Rameez, S.Nghdgehjd Nghdwthfs
,dWk eyy ezghfshauffiwhhfs.
ntFkhh> ehNfejud> F=ze)jp Kjp Rameez>
eFNy 1> fin[h)> n[aNkhfd> n[auh[h
n[gNerd> Njtuh[d> Njtghyd>
rnw ] fejuh[h NghdNwhuld ,dWk eyy
elGk> njhlhGk cssJ.

kawej ezgd Ntk jud vgfs
Ty Yluaid cricket, soccer, basketball, athletics
tisahlLT FOffsd jaytdhfTk
senior prefect MfTk ,Uejhd. ,tid vdJd
NjhoHfs ahUNk kwffkhl IhHfs.

, iwtdilk xU tuk finljjhy ehd
NflgJd aho kjjia fyYihayy ,dDk ny
tUlg gbgG (ImMNj MrhahfSIDk> mNj
ezghfSI1DKkK)

'kj jilavd k=ziFnfthb ej jak gwfFk'

1976 to

2006
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GCE A/L Union
Annual Dinner 1976
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Message from President,
JCC Old Boys’ & Girls’ Association, UK Branch

It gives me great pleasure to send this message for inclusion in the Souvenir to be
published to mark the 100 years of founding the JCC OBA, Jaffna. Congratulations OBA
Jaffna on reaching this very important milestone and on behalf of my Association | wish
you Good Luck and may God Bless all your undertakings. | through this message,
compliment the OBA Canada for taking the initiative to publish a Souvenir and organise
a Cultural Event to mark this very memorable year for the OBA Jaffna.

OBA Jaffna should be the Mother of all the other OBAs and must act as the main link
between Jaffna Central College and its OBAs. | wish that the OBA Jaffna will be
proactive, effective and a guiding light to the other OBAs.

One of the primary objectives of the OBAs is to help Jaffna Central College and its
students. The OBA Jaffna is geographically close to the College and its students and
hence, in a very favourable position to liaise with the College and the other OBAs both
in Sri Lanka and abroad. | hope that the OBA Jaffna will perform this vital role and help
the other OBAs in their service to the College and its students.

Finally, I thank the OBA Canada for the opportunity to send this message.

Harold Alakeson,
President,

JCC OBA U.K. Branch
U.K.
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My Days at Jaffna Central

Ram Sundaresan, B.Sc., (Colombo),M.Sc., (Dulhousie)
Old boy 1958-1962

| was one of those who happened to join Jaffna
Central due to the tide of ethnic violence that swept
the country in July 1958. There was a mass exodus of
Tamil students from the Colombo district to the north
and 1 joined the school in grade IV. As we were
thrown into a totally new environment and a
considerably different curriculum, | walked into the
school with a great deal of anxiety and trepidation.
But these fears were soon laid to rest by the warmth of
the fellow students and the caring teachers. We had
two remarkable teachers in the lower school,
Mrs.Richards and Winslow. | integrated into the
school quite quickly that I managed to come on top of
the class at the end of the school year and my class
teachers demanded a treat from me. So my mother
packed some goodies for the teachers on the last day
of the school. Those days the monsoon rains in Jaffna
were so severe, that when its very bad, the school
would close at the end of the morning session and we
would have the rest of the day off. This is something
the present day student cannot dream of.

My days in the middle school are vivid as a result of
the two dedicated teachers in Science. We had in
Messrs. Nadarajah and Thambirajah. Their incisive
teaching of the subject, made many of us develop a
keen and avid interest in Science subjects. Also the
thorough grinding in Mathematics by the late
Vellupillai master, as he was affectionately known,
stood us in good stead, later on in the years. The
oratorical contest in English and Tamil conducted
annually by the Northern Province Teachers
Association was something we looked forward to
every year. | was fortunate to be trained by Mr. Navo
Niles in English, which was instrumental in
successfully representing my alma mater.

I went through two principals at Jaffna Central. One,
an eminent scholar, the late Rev.Dr.D.T.Niles and the
late Mr.A.E.Thamber. But it was Mr.
Theivananthampillai the Vice-Principal who was
responsible for enforcing discipline in the school and
I dare say no student wished an encounter with himin
the school office. The year of 1960 was a watershed
in the history of Jaffna Central as with many of the
privately managed schools in Sri Lanka, when the
government “took” over these schools. Though | was
very young at that stage, the sense of nostalgia and a

degree of resentment was palpable in the school
community.

In 1961 the school reached a milestone, 140 years
(145 after the revision) of existence. This was
commemorated on a grand scale by the staging of a
science exhibition and a series of sports competitions
and cultural programs.

The cricket season in the northern schools were
enlivened those days, by the school boy cricketer of
the north contest conducted by the Sunday Observer.
This was keenly fought by the arch rivals in cricket,
Jaffna Central and St. John's College. There was
much fervour on both sides in collecting and mailing
the coupons to the press. M.Sivaratham , an
outstanding cricketer of Jaffna Central , was
adjudged the school boy cricketer of the north in the
year 1962. This year also marked the culmination of
my stay at Jaffna Central. But | consider myself
privileged to have gone through the portals of this
greatschool.
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TBTMILD AUBHLOBHLD ASBTETABLD GTATHI BT

Ff.njaNtejuuhlh B.Sc (Ceylon), Ph.D,(London)
gioa kh=ztd (1951-1958)> aho gyFfiyffof jhtutiaw NguhruaH(1978-1992)

aho kjjia fyYhuy gioakh=ztH rgfjjd
WhwwhzL tiohit KddIL ntsitUk ,ej
rOnifay ,rrw  flLiuma vOJtjly
kil lww kfiorrn mua 1'fikwd.

tiIfF ,yqifad jiyefuhd ahoggh=j jid
kjpay kqgfhd 190 Mz=zLfshf FytufF
Mwwa ggfindAk mjedfflb vOgg
tsHjJ XH rnwej fyt enyakhffia fyYhu
mjigHfs MruwaHfs  gioakh=ztHfs
vyNyhmuAk ehk kwFFKbahJd.

TfyYhuwad tuyhwwy Flej ,U rfhgjqfshf
enlngWk csehlLg NghH jhd mjd
tsHrnayy ngua ghjigig VwgL j JIAssd. ,J
vkd TyYhufF klLkyy tIfF Tfoffy
css gy FyYhufSTFk VwglInjhdwhFk.
vdDk ,ej ,ffllhd thyjjiy fyYhuma
GduikjJ JiUkgTk mjd groaenyikfF
nfhzL nrdW ntww <lba ngUik Thyk
nrdw fyYu mjigH fuhrJ sufF NrUk. mtH
, TFyYhufF Mwwa msggua Nritia ehk
xUnghOJk kwFFF$Ihd.

XtnthUtud thofifay Jjk clYk
cssKk tsHrn milAk ,sk gutkjhd
kifKffakhd  fhykhfmikfidwd. ,Jjd
ngUk gFj) filljjll 13 tUlgfs fyYuay
nrytilggLfidwd. ,ffyYhy thofifjhd
JkikNa mwahd jkJ thosifad gwfthy
tUjpimaAk mjdhy mielAk  ruUk
rvggidiaAk eHzaffidwd. vdNt ekJ
guNgrjgry ekd gsisfts gddH ekd
gui 1 fs Mwwy kFFtHfshf ehlil Flb
vOggtyyik nfth= 1 nraw jwd
cilathifshf tuNt=zLkhdhy ghlrhiyfs
fyYhufs njhoyElg fTyteiyaqfs
gyfiyf TfTofgfs +tsu\tz=zLk , 1t
,diwa fhyflljjwF vww tifay Gjad
GFj3jJr vyyh kIl kffsd eythotgwfthf
njhowg INt=Lk.

ehd vdJd TfyYhug gbgmsg ,U ,Ilgfsy
ngwNwd. Bejhk jJuk t€timu khdiggha
nkkNkhway Mqfiyg ghlrhiyarYk gddH
gyfiyffofk nryYk truayhd kFjj
Tthyjunj aho kjjia TFTyYhuaYk
gbyNjd . kyjra FyYhufF NghtjwF
fhu=zkhf ,UejtH Thyk nrdw vdJ

mdGfFua 1kjJI=H

, tUK ,tud  Jkgi
VM.Mirggsis ahokjjia fyYhuad
kjJigGFf Fuja gioa khztHfs.
V.M.Mirggisis 1924 Mk M=z L
mFly,yqifay Kjyhf teJd
vejutiay(engineering) GEymkgguR ngwW
,yZld gyfayffofk nrdwhH. ,€tH gddH
gy Thyk aho ,edffyYhuaad mjguhf
,uejtH ,Nj fhyjjiy ,tud rf kh=ztdhd

SM.Mirggsis.
Thyk nrdw

AW.R.kaythfdk 1926 Mk M=zL
mfyy,yqgifay Kjyhf ted nghdg
GaymkgguR  ngwW , qfiyheJd nrdw
fyhejjig gllk ngwwhH ,tHjhd gddH
,yqgifg gyfiyffofjjid KjyhtJd
ngsjyftaw Nguhrwauh®t eakdk ngwW
ahokjjia fyYhufF ngUik jej ,dndhU

gioakh=ztd.

fytad nfukhd Kjjia FfyYhuwaryy gbff
thagGC HuljjijalL ehd vgnghOJk
ngUrkggLtJd=zL. fyYhuay ngwwJk
ngwhjJk gy c=zL. Vohk tFggy mdiwa
mjiguhf ,Uej Rev.CAnkj vgfSTF
JrRNtiy tFgG vLjjhHFfioikfF XxUehs
elfFk ,ej tFggy ifths csp rTsp
Juf Nghdwtwiw vggbg ghtiggd vdw
JwdFasg (skills) ngwhwd. m=z i kayy ehDk
vdJd fdba MgfiNya ezgDkhft Thggw
NghlgglbUej gbfis Xf kujjhy Md
gbfshffiNdhk. vdJd ez=zgH NFIIhH eHxU
EzzjaudtiayhsH vggb , ttsT jwikahft
kiNtsy nraaKbejJ vdw. ,jwF kjja
fyYhuy mjigUFFj jhd edwBwNt= LK.

ehd kjjia fyYhuayy ,Uedjhd 1959 .,y
,ygifg gyfayffofk nrdwW gllk ngwW
1963,y Nguhgsdg gyfofjjiy cCjt
tuTruvahsuhf vdJ njhoy thofifia
MukgigNjd. gddH1966 Mk M=zL ,y=zld
nrdW 1969 ,y gwgCGu i kaayyy (Genetics)
Tfyhelgr gllk ngwW ry fhyk Nguhj iday
tuT suahsuhf ,UejgddH ehd gwed
tsHed fytfww nrhej kz=zy Nrit nraa
tUkg 1978 ,y aho gyfiyffofjjy
jhtutjaw  Nguhrnuwauhfg gj tNawNwd.
gjidendF Mz Lfshf aho gyfayffofjjy
tuT suahww) mdiawa ehlL ey ik Fhu=zkhf
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1992 gyfuyffofjij vlL vyHh fdlhit
vdJ Gjlajhafkhf VwWsNsd.

vdd t©QQhd MHEJ JwFk  mwtiaw
rnejidfSfFk fhuzk mdw ehd Kjjia
fyYhuayy ngw Kiwahd fytiNa. , JwF
cWdizahf ,Uejit rwej MruaHfSk
©Qohd MaTs$lgfsSk. mdw MHtjJIld
ngww ©QQhd nraKiwj jJwdfFs( practical
science skills) vdad NkYk ©QQhdjjiYk
MuhanatYk $ba <Lghlsl VwglLjjiad.
,jJjdhy vd fyYhyia vdwWwk thojjj
Jewtjiyry. vdJd MruahHfsyy mdGfFua

VoufNd Jtud> KuhINrdd>  P.kNdhfud
fdlhty , Uffwhifs.
ehd cauway t©QQhdiahf ,UejnghOJk

fyYhuaty fww mbggil ,urhadk ©Nrikhf

nraKiw ,urhadk vdid ,jJdiwaYk
ifultyiy. flej tulk vdJd
MaT$1j jid ,urhadg gF jiaid

eHthfgnghWgig VwfNt=ba Njit tej
nghOJ fyYhuasyy ngw  jddkgfief
(confidence) jhd vdid ntwwfukhf eljj
VJdtha,UejJd. , JwF vd kjigGfFua kh} IH
JiUrnrytkjhd fhu=zk. , €1u mgnghOJ rny
khztHfs gdiaH vz=zL gllk nrhyy)
eifggJd=zL. ehd mtiru xUnghOJk mggbg
ghHj JJI1y iy. m tH fbdkhd
NghfF i latuhaDk jdJ kh=ztHfs
eyyKiwayy ,urhadk fwW gyfmyffofk
NghfN\t=zLk vdw Mjqgfk mtulk
vgnghOJk th=zggl1J.

ehDk vdJd m=z=z=zDk vOjJg gBliray
rjj ngwW nraKiwg gBlarfF nTthOkG
nryy NtzbaUejJd. nfthOkG nrytJ
vagfSTF Kjwjli© khJIH jJiUrnrytk
jdJd fThuyy vgfis ahoggh=zg Gifauj
eiyajjwF miojJ thojj toaDggatH.
,J mtud caua gzgidAk ,urhadjjly
mtH nfh=1 gbgg s dAk FhiLfwJ.

kjjia fyYhuad ,rrwej ,urhad
MaT$hjjiDhihfjjhd  ,yqifad Kjw
,urhadg NguhriwaH A.femjah D.Sc., Ph.D.,
(London) ngUik <lbdhH. , tHjhd
- yagifay tQQhdjjiy mjjcaHej D.Sc
glijij KjyKjyhfg ngw €QQhdAk
MthH. ehd FfyYhuasy gbfFk nghOJ gy
fytkhdfsid jJjwikfis mwathagG
, UFfty 1y Mdhy gddH gyfayffofjjiy
Mruauh® ,Uejthyjjiy vdd ez=zgHfshd

fhyk nrdw Prof.\V.Appapillai (Physics), Prof.R.
Appathurai( Agriculture) Prof.C.Sandrasegaram
(Education) vdJd MrnuwaH Prof. Morgan
Thambiah,(Botany) Prof.V.Navaratnarajah
(Engineering) NghdwthHfs vdJd fyYhuay
fwwtHfs vdgij mwie J ngUki gk
muleNjd.

kjjia fyYhy xU fw]jtg gssFSIkhf
,UegnghOJdk kww KkjjJ kh=ztHfis
fwljiegung FTwfNth myyd fw]jt
Nghyidiaf NFIfNth eHgejifFfggltiyiy.
fiw ] jtk kwtHfFSfF el fFk nghOJ ,eJd
khz tHfFSTF mwtiay/(ethics) gbggffggl1J.
mJ vdfF edF gbjjUejJd. ,dw fdlihtd
murhgf ghlrhiyfsy rkak ,yyhd
fytgaytJ NghdW Ikgd MzLFSTF Kd
vdfF Kkjja FfyYhuwaty HioljjujallL
ngUkijk milfid\wd. ,J vdid Rakhf
ajijjkhd Kiwayy nejffjJh=zbad.
mwtiay ghljjiy mNdfkhf JiUFFws
gbjNjd. vdfF tUggkhd Fws- vgnghUs
vjjdirkahaDk mgnghUs nkagnghUs
fh=zgd mwT. czikia mwtJd jhd
tQOQhdk. wQQhdk mofthdd mJd ,da
cssqgfsy czikad CIhf kfrrnwej
egwit vdWk jutyyd.

kjjia fyYhuayy ehd ngwwetwiawf $SwNdd.
ngwjjtwa rnytwiwf $whkYk tlKbahJd.
fyYhuarty jInlOjJ (Typing or Key-boarding)
,UejJd Mdhy mjjwied md W
fwfjjtwad vttsT gio vdgij gddH
jhd cz=zuKbejd. miu kz=zjjjahyjjy
,FFiILiuia fz=zday NghINt=bai j
nraa xU ehs vLjjJI. f=zdad ghtid
,dW gyud njhoyiYk mdwhlthoi fayYk
ejue jukhfigl1J Mjyhy  JInlOjJ
fdihtd FyYhufsy xU  fllhakww

ghlmyfh¥g(optional course) gbggiggjly
Mrruak vITky 1y.

vdd fyYhwasy gy tGiroahlLffis
fwwweJd nfth=1 nghOJdk errayfT
fwftiyiy. >, jdhy
flwfiu TgLKiwfEs
myyJd eH rhte j
efoTfis Kot kaht
urnffKbaty1y. MLk
fiyia KkjjafyYuay
ngw wiUFf fyhk

jowtglLoiNld. vkJd rqgf
fojahl L tiohffsyy
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ezgHfs utp Nahfh ghyh NghdwtHfs Mb

kfiotJdild
Mjgfk miltJ=L.

vyNyhUFFk

ggFnfhssKbatyiy vd

fyYhy  thofif

,dajhfTk mNj rkak Mffk cilajhfTk

, UFFNt=LKk.

. JWF fyYhu eyy

rejHgggfias VwglLj jifnFhLFINt=LKk mNj
Neuj Jiy ngwNwhUk Jk gsisfsid fytay
mfFiw fhlb fyYhuAld I1fhakhd cwit

VwgLj Jy
cilathHfshf
JhkhfNtE
VwgL j JNt=Lk
mU 1 kahd

ermwT

khztHfis Rarjejid
JHFFkhd KbTfis]
vLTff$Sba gFfFtjij
vdW $w mad]Bdd
,F fUjJdid vdJd flLiuia
nrafiNwd-

“mwtYk  ghHFT

KffakhdJ fwgi djjwd.”

T
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During our president Dr. Theivendrarajah’s visit to JCC



My School Career at Jaffna Central College

By Kandiah Ganeshapirabu
(Probably the very senior student of Jaffna Central College)

| started my studies at Jaffna Central College in 1931
during the time when Sri Lanka was ruled by British
Empire. | joined in the lower classes and all my
studies were in English medium. My principal was a
British named Rev. P. T Cash and the vice principal
position was held by a Tamil Ceylonese Mr. J. W.
Arulpragasam. The vice principal was a strict
disciplinarian and was responsible for maintaining
discipline of students at that time.

My first class teacher was Mr. G. W Thampar and |
can still remember him how he taught English to us.
My mathematics teacher was Mr. Gunaratnam and
my Tamil teacher was Mr. Sarma. These gentlemen
are men of honesty, character and discipline. It was a
wonderful era where we have to abide by the strict
disciplines of our teachers. I can still remember | used
to walk 4 miles up and down to school daily. After two
years studies, | joined Jaffna Hindu in 1933 which is
closer to my home. | was a science student at the
matriculation stage of my studies. While | was
studying in Jaffna Hindu College, my Botany teacher
passed away suddenly. Botany was my favorite
subject. Five of my class mates including | decided to
go to Jaffna Central as they had a good botany teacher.
So again my studies at Jaffna Central started in 1937
where | studied till I completed all my studies in this
great institution.

My school life was like a family life. |1 had several
friends in school and we are united in every way. We
had very enjoyable moments and some sad moments.
I can remember even now that while I was studying in
the higher grade, a class mate of mine contacted with
typhoid and passed away. It was a big blow for the
whole class and it took some time to come to normal. |
can still remember that our Principal Rev Cash, all the
teachers and students walked two miles where the
student's house situated for a memorial prayer. Some
of my teachers started crying while the prayer was
going on. It was at that time | realized how we were
loved by our teachers. | can vividly remember my
mathematics teacher Mr. Jacob, botany teacher Late
Mr. Abraham Kovoor.

Jaffna Central has produced a number of brilliant
students and academies who are holding high
positions in various parts of the world. | can recollect

one of my class mates is Mr. Morgan Thambiah who is
a very brilliant student during our time, became the
Professor of Botany at the University of Colombo. |
lost my father at the age of 3 and | was brought up by
my Uncle Proctor Aiyathurai who was one time
Chairman of Jaffna Urban Council. During his tenure
of office he opened the Subramaniam Park situated
near the Jaffna central college. His sons and my
cousins late Dr. A. Karunanadhan and Late Justice A.
Sivananthan are both products of Jaffna Central
College. They held several positions in educational
and legal professions. Since | was a very keen science
student | joined medical profession at the age of 22
and worked till the age 81.

Now | am 89 years old and | feel probably I may be
one of the oldest students of Jaffna Central College. |
wish to thank Professor K. Theivendrarajah for giving
me an opportunity to write this short note about my
student life of my Alma mator which has produced
many intellectuals through out its history.

It is a privilege to say that | was an old student of
Jaffna Central College.

I wish for the success and prosperity of Jaffna Central
College.

Kandiah Ganeshapirabu
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CENTRALISM- A PERSPECTIVE

T.Pararajasingam, B.A(Ceylon)
Old Boy and Teacher

Centralism is a socio-economic philosophy that
believes in social justice and economic equality. It
was believed by the founding fathers of this great
institution Jaffna Central College, that PRAYER,
LEARNING and SPORT will help in realizing the
objectives of this philosophy .The society of the
time was in the process of shedding many vestiges
of feudalism that were an impediment to progress.
Our “almamater” through her responsive nature and
adoptability was and is able to perfect this concept
to meet the challenges of the times and succeeded in
realizing social justice and economic equality .We,
on the occasion of the 100" Anniversary of the Old
Boys' Association of Jaffna Central College, take
pride and joy in speaking about the dynamism of
“Centralism”

The true nature of this philosophy was to
accommodate everyone irrespective of his or her
social or economic status in the society. This
‘'openness’ paved the way for many budding Scholars
an opportunity to develop their full potential thereby
enhancing their personal life and that of the
community from which they came. As time
progressed, the historical evolution of the country
enriched 'Centralism’ and created an environmentin
the College, favourable for a very high level of
awareness of what was plaguing the society. The
responsiveness of the student population to these
conditions helped them in a positive way to meet the
challenges. They learned the importance and
usefulness of understanding, toleration and
compromise in solving life-challenging problems.
“Centralism” went home with the students and
initiated social awareness in the hearts and minds of
the other members of the family and the community.
This had a “Domino” effect on the larger community
helped much needed social reforms to improve the
quality of life . The institution prospered in all areas of
academic, athletic and cultural spheres. Mention
should be made here of the proud achievement of
having nurtured an Olympian N.Edirveerasingam.
There are hundreds and hundreds of professionals
who have excelled themselves in various walks of life
and had /has brought honour to their Alma matar.

Over a period of time “Centralism” became
pragmatic and viable with the contributions made by

old boys, administrators, teachers, parents, well
wishers and by the students of the day. Their thoughts
and dedicated service made “Centralism” a
formidable socio-economic force capable of initiating
a social revolution in the local community and
extended its influence far and wide. Since space and
time doesn't permit me to write about the many who
have played their role to enrich the name of our
Almamater.l wish to write about one who with
dedicated service placed the institution and
“Centralism” in a new perspective. He was
Rev.C.A.Smith.He came all the way from Australia
with his family to serve Central and his
accomplishments gave a new meaning to "WHAT IS
SERVICE' .He led by example and practiced
“Centralism” The institution benefited and
blossomed forth under his leadership

We, Centralites should keep the flag flying high in
spite of what is happening to the fabric if our
community and country.100 years of service by the
OBA is a great achievement and we the old boys
should join hands and strengthen her hands in service
of our Almamater.
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QQQI.D LDITE0TEMT UQ)UG\)W QI.DGDI.D

ehf. r=zK

fgg%lu &HeoaTf LDTETLDD HHBHBHI

ehjgsis

gioa kh=ztUk - XaT ngww mjigUk

t/j Jlahyaqgfs> Njthyaqfs>
klhyaqgfs vdgd xU r%fjjd fytp FITs
czhT> fiy gzghLfis tshynjlLggjly
s fnfhLjJ cjTk ewtdq fshFKk.
Myaqfs myyJd Njthyaqfis nmkakhff
nfh=zL tjjahyaqfSk klhyagfSk
ggFgg=zifis nrad tejd. rkaqfsd
tshrifF ,twwd tshrn ced rfjfshft
,ued tejd. murhqfqfSk  jdjahh
ewtdgfSk fytgma nghWgNgww gid NkNy
$wggll %dwwFKss , 11jjhFFgfs
gbggbahtf Fiwed tUtjhaww. fyt

tshrrp gfjy tshrrp g=zghlL €shrn
Mfiarst xdwnyhdW gddgg gm=zejUej
eiy khwy NjaT emy vajyhawWw.
r%oftjy Jiw Fk mtwwy mffrw
> YYhkwNghawW. ghlrhiy r%fTjjtuhfia
ngwNwhh> Mruahfs> gioa khzth Mfa
Kjjuggdud S$IL Kawnp MyaqfSk
klhyaqfSTFk cua gqfsigig
eyftyiy. mNj Nghy ghlrhiyfsd
tshrnasyy mtwiwrrhhej MyaqfSk

klhyaqfSk furad nfhsstiymy.

ngwNwhUFfFg gsisfsid tshrnay
vttsT mffiw ,UejNjh mttsT
mfFfiwia mdiwa ghlrhiyfs jkJ
kh=zth Nky mjjkhFF Ffhlb tejd.
mJIkILkyyhky MruwahfSk jkJ kh=ztud
calttyy fz=zZk fTUJJIkhF , Uejdh.
FUFyTffyt KiwNghy khztHfs
nrhynydr nrhyyp ,U vd ,Ued fwwdh.
MruahfSk fyt) vdw nrbfF mwT eh
thh§jJ> rnejiod vUgNghlLr reNjfgfis
fis gLgfir nrojJd tsur nrajdh
cdDila Mriuwjasuggwwirnrhy Y>»
cdidggwwr nrhyYfilwd. c<cdDila
ghlrhiy maggwwrnrhyY> cd idggwwr
nrhyYfNwd vdw tifay MruahfshYk
ghlrhayfshYk khzthfs jdjjJdtk ngww
Kjpuau gjffggllidh. jdJd kh=zthfs
JdjJdtk ngww ,djJItfFFk rhdNwhuhf
, UFfidwhh vdg i JfNFIFKk Mruad ,ullbgG
kfiontaJdfwhd. ghlrhiyjjhAk mtthNw
khdrfkhf ,WggJd vaJdfidwhs. jdJ
fytgffthyk KOtijAk xNu ghlrhiyay
nryto)f FKk kh=zth s
ghffharhyfnsdwWjhd nrhyy Ntz=zLk.
mJITKk gugy ghlrhiyfnsdwhy nrhyyTk
Nt=zLkh!. ,gghlrhiyfs)Yss gyJiwrhh

Mriujah fshyY k> mjigh fshyY k>
ghlrhiyfSfFg Gwkghd KawrfshYk
khzthfs TfirlenjLffgglL tbtikffg
gLfwhhfs. ex Db cil ghtadfsy xU
khjiu (Model) cUtk ngWfwhhfs.

aho efugghlrhayfisg nghWjjtiu
1814y kjjla FTyYhufFk 1816y
ahogghzffFyYhufFk adad FfyYhufFk
cLty kfsH fyYhufFk 1818y guNahthd
fyYhufFk RzbfFs) kfsH fyYhufFk
KrwNa nkjb ] 3> mnkuff NrHr kirdukhuhy
fhy Nfhs ,lgglld. ,ejJ tifay aho
kjjia fyYhu 192 MzLFis eiwT nraj
%jjJ ghlrhiyahf ahoggh=zj jiy klLkyyhJd
,ygifaNyNa jifofidwd vdwW S$wyhk.
mjd gioa kh=zth rgfk jdJ 100€6J M=zL
egiwit ,ej M=zL nfhz=lhl ,UFfHdwd.
,jd fiisfs fdilh ,gqfiyhed
mT ] jiNuyjah  Nghdw ehLfs)y tYthF
nrawglL tUfhdwd. JLgghlljJiwayy
ahokj jiafyYhufFk guNahthd fyYhufFk
,ilaay enlngwwtej tiIffid khngUk
MIlk vdW $wggLk MITk 100€J tUIKkhF
,€] Mz=zL khhr khjjjiy rkKbTwWssJ.
JLgghllk ciajgejhllk rhuz ,affk
Nghdwtwiw Kjd KjyhFf ahoggh=zjjy
mwKFfk nraj ghlrhiyAk ,JNtahFk.
nrd idg gy fiyffofk> Ffyfjjhg
gy Fayf fofk»> Nfk giw)r
gy fayffofgfsid ,1zeJ 19k
Ehw wh=z bd eLggFjrajy
mggyfFiyffofgfsid NjhTfs)yy NjhwWk
thagig ,FFfyYhu ngwWjjejJdid»
gykhzthfis MajjggLjj njpainlaTk
nrajJ. thyjf fyvma Kjd Kjyhf
mwKFg gL j jia ngu i kAk , JwNF c=L.

,ejJ TFTlLmuma vOJk ehd 1945k

M=z byiUeJd 1956k M=zLtiu xU
khztdhfTk gdG 1990y ,Ued 199
tivaYk mjouhfTk ,UedsNsd. vdJ

ghlirhiyg gutjjiy cld khzthfshfTk
rf  khzthfshfTk > uej gyh 70
tarjjihzboll KJrkayYk cahgGld
»Uggd khorrnfFuaNj. fTdlhgYk gyh
,UFfidwdh. vd gddthfSk gyh
,gFssdh. mthfis fhZk NghJdk> NgRk
Nghdk c=zlhFk ,dgjjwF vyiyNa
,Yiy. vgfis tshjJd cUthffia mej
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eyvhrnfsSk , Iwtd JuUtUSK
kzLk njhlgFk kLFfFId ghlrhayima
ekurnradssd. ghlrhiyfF mUfiYss
Njthyak> KdaggH Nfhayy> ahoEhyfk
vdgdTk GJdgnghyT ngwWs sd.
Rgoguk=ziak gqgfh  khefuhlnp kdwk
ejkdwgfs tmutyy Gdumkffgglyhk vd
ekGNthk.

nghl¥f  Fhyj jiyiUeN]
.ygqifayuUed rgfs gwgfiav
khztHfs ted Ty t
ahoggh=zj jJIy cj jiNahfk ghHj j
ntsehllthifsd gsistSk , QNfNa
FfwwdH. ghlrhiyad tLjirrhay
eyyKiway ,aqgfiajhy tjulkh=ztHfs
eyy gad ngwwdH gioa khztHfsd
gugyaqfis ,gF $wtJ ,ejrrnw
flILiufFFs mlqg fhJ vdgjhy
mtwiwj JeHjIF nfhsfNwd. gugy
ejthdfs> rll tyYdifs kUjJthHfs
nghwailayhshifs> vSjjhsifs FuQHfs
gHehfFj jHFs> munayQhdifs  vdggyH
mdwWk ,Uejd® ,dWk gz nrad
njhlifidwdH. cjhuzjjwfhfj JU. N
vjihturigfk mtHfis Fwiggilyhk.
tisahlLjJiwa)y ,ygifirag
gujediggLjj> Mrna tisahllb xykgf
Nghlbfs)yy fyed nfthz=zl xNu xU
kh=zthufj jrfoe JhH(1956-1961). gid dH
mnku)f fg gy fiyftfofnkhd wy
Nguhrwauh®tg g=zjahwwjy JwNghd JkI 73
tajiYk jhafjjyy mguujjif fllikggy
gziahwWfidwhH. , €HNghdW ,dDk gyH
cssdh.

njd
> 1yhkia
TwwdH.

1945-1955  fhyggFjiaay muUl jiu
C.Arnkij mtHfs mjiguhf ,UejhH.  gjJ
tUlgfs ,tUrla Thyjjiy FTyYhy
gyJdiway tsHrnanlejd. ,tUfF KddH
nwhnkaxd> GsNsh tiyf > NgHnty vdw
ngaUss mjigHfs ,UejdH ,tHfSs
t=gjh gwwH NgHrity vdgtH 1834y Gfogij j
mjiguhf ,Ued msggua Nrit nrajhH
1 rtgnguahH MWKT ehtyH gmoa
khztuhfTk MrwauhfTk mjguld
,1Zzed ghlrhiyia tsHjjhH ttya
EhiyAk jkioyy nkhongaHjjhH GFo gijj
gioa khztud glbanyhdW 1996y nts)
tej Ty Yhu Kyuy glgfsid
ntsjallggl1J vdgJd , qF FwggljjffJd.

mej tfhy]jiy Gfo gjj mjigHfFs gyH

gugy ghlrhayfisAk> r%fjmjAk
toeljjidH ghjH Nyhog guzkgsis> f=zb
Ngudgehafk> jJkgHi mkgafghfd> XNwwwH
Rgguk=zjak NghdNwhruf Fwgglyhk. kj jia
fyYhuy MruahHfshd rhs > N[ ffg tfuH
,uhruj jidk> moffNfhd njathdejkgsis
Vagufhk> rHkh [ab kfhyigfk> kjrahgu=zk
,URNrdd e ndtyyilUed eqfhjtHfshth.
,ejiahtiyiledk MruaHfs ted Xxggej
mbgg 1 layy g=zjahwwdH.

kjjpafyYhuwad fyYhugg=z  kF
cddjkhdd. ,jid ,awwatH Kdehs
mjigH €zgghP.T. fi ] mtHfshFk. mjwF
,ir mikjjti mtUrla Ji=ztahuhFk.
mj 1 djjkiohftfk nraAk ngUk NgW vdfFT
fiiljjJ. fyYhuad kFIKk kFlthrfKk
(crest and motto) rwgG kifFfF i t. “INGLORIUM-
DEIOPTIMI-MAXIMI”vd kF1thrfk ,yjjd
nkhoary vOjgglLssd. Mgfhyjjy “To
the highest glory of God” vdWk jkiory “mjj
cddj khHikffhf’ vdWk nkhoy MFFk
nraagglLssJd. mjd ,Wjrtu “Liveinservice
glad and free” - vz=z| ely njh=zby ,dgk
VFfhejk vdgd FfygFNFhlghlbd
KOikiaAk gujigyfiidwd. , jdhy

“Central's flag must ne'er be lowered”
“kj j)asd k=zfnthb e ylak e nyfFk”
-vdw cWjigghl a1 g ny egWjJIfidwd.
“mdd ahtDk Gzz=zjak Nfhb
MgNfhs ViofF vOjjw tjjy

,dd tifay gioa kh=tH
Vwwkha fytig gzima MwWT”
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My Memorable Years At Jaffna Central College

Samuel Maheswaran
BVSc (Ceylon), MS (Minnesota), Ph.D. (Minnesota)
Professor of Microbiology
Department of Biomedical Sciences
University of Minnesota, USA

I am indeed happy to write a short article for the
special souvenir to be published by the Jaffna Central
College Old Boys'Association of Canada in
connection with the 100 "anniversary of the founding
of the Old Boy's Association in Jaffnra. | am a
distinguished old boy of Jaffna Central College (JCC)
who started life from humble beginnings. | enrolled
as a student at JCC in 1942 after my family moved
from Colombo to Jaffna since my father was
transferred as a Post Master to the Jaffna Post Office.
My family lived down Second Cross Street for a few
years and we then moved to a newly built house in
Kantharmadam. Unfortunately, |1 don't have vivid
memories to recollect from the years 1942 to 1946
because these were uneventful years in my life.
However, | do remember that | had three good friends
namely, S.G. Mather, Jeyarajasingham (Jella), and
Wicknarajah Nalliah. My favorite teacher during this
period was Miss. Nalliah who taught us English
grammar. She was a very strict disciplinarian,
however, at the same time she was very kind and
compassionate. Since my father died unexpectedly in
1946 after a short illness, my mother coaxed me to
attend a school closer to Kanthermadam. Heeding to
her request, | grudgingly transferred to Jaffna Hindu
College and studied there for two years. Since | had
several unhappy experiences at Jaffna Hindu College
with fellow students and several teachers | pestered
my mother innumerable times that | wanted to
transfer back to Central College. Upon further
pondering and reflection she agreed with my request
and I was glad that | was back again at Central College
in late 1948. | can recall with fond memories and
nostalgia the golden years as a Centralite during 1951
to 1954. This was the time Reverend C.A.Smith was
the Principal and Mr Charles was the Vice Principal of
the college. During these years | had the fortune of
having several great teachers namely, Mr. Jacobs who
was a brilliant Mathamatics teacher, Isaac
Ponnambalam, Victor Rajaratnam, Mr and Mrs
Mathiaparanam, Oliver Thuraisingham,
Devanthampillai, Sharma lyar who taught us Tamil
grammer meticulously, Mr. A.E. Thamper who was a
brilliant teacher in Physics, Mr. Subramaniam, Mr.
Tiruchelvam, Mr. Rajasenan, and Mr. Ariyaratnam.

My favorite teacher was Thamper master. He was a
person of sterling qualities who maintained a cool
temperament even in the midst of crisis and most
importantly, an intellectual. He helped me focus in
my studies and helped shape who | am today. | am
indeed, very grateful and owe a lot to him for
mentoring me and also extricating me out whenever |
got into unpleasant mischief's with fellow students
during the last three years of my college days. | will
never forget his generosity whenever I sought his help
and assistance.

In addition, during the years 1951 to 1953 1 also
played cricket for JCC. | was the Wicket Keeper for
the team during 1952 and 1953; won the batting
championship in 1952; was Vice Captain of the team
in 1953; and most importantly, we beat St. John's
College in years 1952 and 1953. We had a formidable
team in 1952 which was captained by Rajendra. I will
always cherish the comradery | experienced with
fellow players namely, Kanagasingham, Nagendran,
Sri Pragasa, Chittu, Jella, Devan Thampoo, and
R.K.V. Premachandra. Mr. Selvaraja Thambiah, and
Mr. Jeyaratnasingam were our Cricket Coaches
during this time and they did a tremendous job putting
together a group of youngsters and coaching them to
be a formidable unbeaten team in Jaffna. By the way,
in my estimation Mr. Jeyaratnasingam was the bestall
round athlete at JCC during the 1950s. Because of my
popularity as a cricketer, | was honored by the student
body and selected as a Prefectin 1952.

| passed my University entrance examination from
Central College and entered the University of Ceylon
in 1955 and majored in \Veterinary Science. Indeed, |
was one of the fortunate ones because during those
times competition to enter into the University of
Ceylon was very intense and brutal because of the
limited number of slots available. Because of my
good scholastic background I received from Central
College, | performed extraordinarily well at the
University of Ceylon and was the top student in my
batch. | passed out in 1960 with second class honors
with distinction.
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In 1962, after experiencing a very stiff competition
with several other young scholars, fortuitously, | was
awarded a Smith-Mundt Fulbright scholarship to
pursue studies leading to a Ph.D degree in
Microbiology in the United States. And | chose the
University of Minnesota to accomplish my life-long
ambition. At the University of Minnesota, | excelled
in my graduate studies and received my MS degree in
1966 and Ph.D. degree in 1967. Upon completion of
my degrees at Minnesota, | did a Post-doctoral
fellowship in Medical Microbiology for two years at
the University of Manitoba Medical School in
Canada. I returned to the University of Minnesota as
an Assistant Professor in 1969. Indeed, | am very
proud to state that | was the first person of color to be
hired in the Department of Microbiology as an
Assistant  Professor. My academic training and
experiences at Central College helped shape who I am
today. Over the years, | have excelled in research,
teaching, and have trained 17 Ph.D. students in the
field of Microbiology at the University of Minnesota;
| was the Director of Graduate studies 1984 to 1990;
Assistant Chairman of the Department 1995 to
August 1997; and Chairman, September 1997 to June
2001. I am now back as a Professor of Microbiology.
All these academic achievements were accomplished

because of the training | had as a youngster at Central
College.

Finally, although I have lived in North America for
almost 44 years and embraced its culture, my best
friends are all old Centralites. They are: S. N.
Ganeshan from Vancouver, Canada; D.C. Jeyarajah,
S.G. Mather, and Dr. W. R. Nalliah from England; Sri
Pragasa and K. Kanag-iswaran from Colombo, and
Navan. N. Niles from Sydney, Australia. All of them
call me affectionately “SK”. Quite often we call each
other on the phone and recall fond memories and
good times during our days at Central College. As old
Centralites, we will continue to cherish our true
friendship as long as we live in this earth..

Samuel Maheswaran

Romaine Hall under Renovation
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My time at Jaffna Central College

by Sri-Guggan Sri-Skanda-Rajah
At Central June 1958 to December 1960.

My mother, my two elder sisters and | had to relocate to
Jaffna following my family’s actions in defending our
lives and those of ninety other Tamils in Ratmalana during
the 1958 race riots. At that time my father P. Sri-Skanda-
Rajah was the District Judge in Jaffna. We lived in the
Judges’ quarters inside the Jaffna Fort.

It was decided that I should seek admission to GCE O-
level class at Jaffna Central College. My father spoke to
Mr. Thamber, the Vice — Principal at the time and | was
admitted as a student in Mr. Theivananthampillai’s class.

When | started attending class | did not receive a warm
welcome from my new classmates. It appeared that my
coming from Colombo especially from Royal College was
strike one against me..Strike two was that | was an
obviously disabled person, having lost the use of my right
arm in a bicycle/motor vehicle accident. Consequently |
had to learn to cope in a somewhat hostile enviorenment. |
was largely ignored by most of my classmates and some
times bullied by some foolhardy others. Within the first
two months or so the bullies had learnt the hard way to
leave me strictly alone. | wont elaborate on how that came
about.

In class | worked hard and earned the respect of my
teachers especially in Math’s, Physics Chemistry, English
etc. In December 1958, | sat the GCE O levels passing
remarkably well with distinctions and credits. When |1
moved into the HSC first year in 1959 my Math’s teacher
fell seriously ill and was hospitized for a long period of
time. Mr. Thamber called me in and instructed me to take
the Math’s classes for GCE O level class and Maths &
English classes for forms 1,2 and 3. At the end of 1959 Iwas
most gratified to hear through Mr. Thamber that all my
students had done exceptionally well in the subjects that |
had taught.

This experience boosted my confidence considerably and
also despite my general mischeviousness brought me into
Mr. Thamber’s good books For his part he took a great
interst in having me represent JCC on various occasions
such as Vembadi and Chundikuli dinners and other student
related events. At all of these events | had to make speeches
in English. He always helped me with the content of the
speeches; initially 1 thought to make sure that | did not
embarrass JCC by perhaps saying the wrong things.

My collaboration with Mr.Thamber opened my eyes to the
fact that through me he was giving vent to his light hearted
nature and great sense of humor that he was constrained
from showing while performing his official duties as the
defacto Principal of JCC; Rev. D.T. Niles being largely
absent. He would inject considerable amount of humor
into my usually dry drafts.

Mr. Mahalingam and the Rev. Edward Barlow were two
other persons weho exerted considerable influence on me
while I was at JCC. Mr. Mahalingam ensured that | read
classical literature and modern literature and thus
broadened my mind. He also exerted considerable
pressure on me to compete in essay writing contests and as
aresult I was rewarded by wining two while at JCC.

Rev. Barlow was very instrumental in ensuring that my
diction ,pronounciation and inunciation of English words
was as good as it could be. He helped me by insisting that |
reherse and practice my speeches over and over again. As a
result 1 won many an elocution contest in the Northern
Province.

I also got an opportunity to act the part of Ernest in the
Oscar Wilde play “The Importance of Being Ernest”.
Other noteworthy participants included Kris Jeyanathan &
Mclntyre(a.k.a. Ghandi).. | was privileged to win the Best
Actors’award on that occasion .

My one disappointment at JCC was that Rev. Niles
declined to fund a tennis team to play in the All Ceylon
Public Schools Tournament. At JCC there were a few
students who were quite good tennis players. Despite my
disability I had learnt to play tennis using one arm only. |
was coached by my father who in earlier days had been a
North Ceylon Champion.

As a result of Rev. Niles’ decision I left JCC at the end of
1960 and joined St. Peter’s College, Bambalapitiya where
the then reigning Public Schools Champion was. My
purpose was to compete to secure a place in the team. |
wanted to compete in the tournament in 1961 even though
I knew that according to the rules | would not get “school
colours”. | succeeded in being selected, played in the
tournament, and was eliminated in the third round.

All in all the time | spent at JCC were the best years of my
schooling.
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Sweet Memories Of My Glorious School Days,
Accomplishments And Continuation Of Service.

R. Chelvaratnam

My period of life at Jaffna Central College was ten long
years 1947 to 1957, the best period free from stress and
devoid from family responsibilities. Jaffna Central has
molded tremendously my “ thinking * on every aspect on
Social behaviour, which bestowed me the Highest position
in Sports Management in Sri Lanka, being the Only Tamil
apart from being the one and only Old Centralite to hold
prestigious Positions in the Administrative level of Cricket
and Cricket Umpiring in Sri Lanka Sports Field.

The foundation and the training we received from our Alma
mater gave us self confidence, courage, determination and
the ability to take up any position in our life and have given
great many opportunities being the one and only Centralite
to hold these prestigious posts, on numerous occasions at
top level administrative posts in the field of Sports in Sri
Lanka.

I was elected to hold the Posts: (1) The General Secretary
of the Jaffna Amateur Athletic Association under the
leadership of V.T.Sivalingam with able support from
V.T.Ganeshalingam; ( 2 ) The General Secretary in the
Jaffna District Cricket Association under Dr. J.P.C. Philips
as President( 3 ) Was also associated in the Jaffna Cricket
Umpires Association not only as an active Umpire but also
asan Administrator as well.

Work involvement took me to Colombo, where | was proud
to be the one and only OLD CENTRALITE to be the
Cricket Umpire in the Association of Cricket Umpires Sri
Lanka and the Umpires Panel officiating numerous
School, Mercantile, State, Nationalized & Government
Services matches, the Board of Control for Cricket in Sri
Lanka Tournament matches and the School Big Matches,
officiating throughout Sri Lanka.

I was also the First Old Centralite elected to hold various
Administrative Posts in the Sri Lankan Sports Field as

1).Elected as the General Secretary of the Association of
Cricket Umpires Sri Lanka for Three Consecutive years
under M/S Upali Mahanama,R.I.T.Alles & Bandula
Warnapura as Presidents of the Association during my
tenure of office and thereafter the General Treasurer for two
years.

2). As a Representative of the Co-operative Wholesale
Establishment,

I was elected as the Tournament Secretary of the
Nationalized Services Cricket Association for Three
consecutive years and thereafter as the General Secretary
for two years under M/S. Noel Wimalasena and Ashroff
Ghany as Presidents, until | immigrated to Canada. | also
did  represent the Nationalized Services Cricket
Association in the General Meetings of the Board of

Control for Cricket in Sri Lanka.

3). I was also elected unanimously as the Secretary General of
the Nationalized Services Sports Federation holding this
prestigious post under the leadership of Mr.Ashroff Ghany for
Four years consecutively, where the membership mostly
comes from Corporations, Boards, Banks and Nationalized
Establishments.

I also wish to recall some of the very interesting incidents
and/or occurrences that | may recall during my College days.

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the Jaffna OIld Boys
Association in September 1956

The Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the Jaffna Central Old
Boys Association of Jaffnawas celebrated in September 1956.1
could still recall the large procession with Nathaswaram and
Thavil that brought the Rev.C.A.Smith and plenty of
Dignitaries from Colombo from the Jaffna Railway Station to
the College for the Diamond Jubilee Celebration.The
Diamond Jubilee Celebration, where | was one of the
participant, was a grand festivity of Fancy Dress parade and
Fancy Dress Soccer match and Cricket where | could
remember, numerous Old Boys came from Colombo to join
this fun and festivity.

Jaffna Central St. Patricks 2", Eleven Soccer Match

This was a day to rejoice. A day of reconciliation between two
leading Colleges, Jaffna Central and St. Patrick's college after
a lapse of ten long years. The Jaffna Central 2. Eleven Soccer
Team, self being the Goalie of the side, walked into St.Patrick’s
College Grounds for their soccer encounter being played after
tenlong years of absence.

Yes, both School Authorities headed by Rev. C.A.Smith and
Rector Father Joseph in response to appeals from the Old Boys
of both Schools and sports loving public, decided to make truce
after long lapse of period, forget the past and get together on the
Field of Sports. When Jaffna Central 2™. Eleven walked into
the ground, to our amazement and shock, we noticed neither
Spectators nor School Boys on the grounds. But nonetheless,
we walked into the Grounds and suddenly we heard
thunderous round of applause coming from the balcony of the
College building and immediately we noticed the Rector, Staff
and leading Old Boys there to welcome us. This was a day in
the History of the College and none of the Centralites, who
were there at the grounds, would forget in their life.

Central St.John's Big Match 1954.

Another incident I could recall was the Big Match between
Jaffna Central and St. John's College,if I recall correctly was in
1954, which year Jaffna Central College Old Boy's Asociation
Jaffna Branch was celebrating the event on a grand scale. The
match commenced with a massive crowd of Old Boys and

Jaffna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir



Cricket enthusiasts watching the match. On the Second day
before Tea interval, St John's College was in a precarious
position loosing 8 Second Innings wickets and an early
finish to the match. At this juncture, the J.C.C.0.B.A.,
Officials sent word to our College Skipper
R.K.V.Premachandra, not to finish the match before tea
interval but to prolong the game up to the tea interval.
Skipper R.K.V., was faced with an extremely difficult
decision to make, whether to comply with the request of the
OBA or a finish the match and be a hero of the crowd.
However Skipper was compelled to comply with the
request of the OBA Officials to the dismay of the Crowd.
The match commenced after a grand Tea and everyone
expecting an early win for Jaffna Central. But the St. Johns
batsmen were holding the fort, batting with determination
and purpose. Thetime was running Central has lost its grip.
StJohns batsmen batting stubbornly. The crowd on the
other hand was shouting for the Centralites to go for the kill.
The skipper went all out using all his best bowlers, quickies
Pararajasingham attacking and even the fielders were
positioned just in front of the batsman not even yards from
the bat. But of no avail.

St. Johns batsmen were holding on, doing a wonderful job
for their College. Finally, the match ended in a Draw with
jubilation from St. Johns camp. “ Cricket is a game of
chance, When you are on top, you must attack and if you
relax, the Game is bound to have a turn”, this is what
Cricket is all about. Determination on the part of the St.
Johns batsmen with full concentration was the result, where
CRICKETWAS THE WINNER.

Romaine House Athletic Champions after 10 years

Aqgreat occasion | could recall is the day we the members of
the Romaine House Athletic team became the House
Athletic Champions after a lapse of 10 long years. After
deep consultation, tactical planning by our group of Self as
the Athletic Captain,V.T.Ganesha -lingam and
S.Thavalingam the Romaine House emerged as Athletic
Champions with tremendous backing and from our House
master V. Alagacone, House Captain Yogasunderam. It was
a joyous day for the Romaine House boys with House
Master Alagacone beaming with a broad smile, which was
another rememberable day of my School life.

College Hostel Strike and first day after the strike

The Hostel strike will be written as one of the sorrowful
days in the History of the College.The strike prolonged for
more than two weeks, resulting in damages to the hostel
crockery and furniture and a black mark on the reputation
of the College on the whole. The strike was over after some
days and on our return to School, an Assembly was called-
for by the Principal Rev. C.A. Smith. The Boys and the
Staff members assembled at the quadrangle in front of the
Open-air theatre. There was pin drop silence when Rev.
C.A.Smith entered the Open- Air Theatre stage. He came
forward to the mike and suddenly threw something on to
the stage and to the utter disbelief of the students and staff,
Something fell and broke into pieces with a loud sound. The

impact was something like a blast in the hearts of the Boys and
staff members. With tears rolling from his eyes, this great
Builder, Administrator and Preacher Principal Rev. C.A. Smith
spoke to the students with atrembling voice........

“ BOYS MY HEART ALSO BROKE INTO PIECES LIKE
THE GLASS TUMBLER?”, then he begged the students that *
CENTRALITES SHOULD MAINTAIN THE DIGNITY OF
THE COLLEGE WHICH WE ARE THRIVING HARD TO
HOLD *“. Conitnuing he aaid, “ FORGET ABOUT
EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED AND CONITNUE
YOUR STUDIES AND BE YOURSELF A MAN, YOUR
PARENTS AND THE COLLEGE ARE EXPECTING FROM
YOU “. After the assembly we went to our Classrooms with a
feeling of heavy heart and guilt with tears rolling from the eyes
of every student.

This is another day and an incident no Centralite during that
time will ever forgetin his lifetime.

My Participation in the activities of the O.B.A.

After my School days and on my return to Jaffna on work
involvement, | was associated with the services of the O.B.A.,
Elected as the Assistant Secretary of the Jaffna O.B.A.,and
thereafter elected into the Colombo O.B.A.Committee

After immigrating to Canada, | was associated with the Canada
Alumni Association, which is another history in the making of
my involvement with the Alumni Association of Canada.

I wish to proudly remember my Principal Rev.C.A.Smith, Vice
Principals Mr. A.E.Tamber,Mr.J.C.Charles, my Prefect of
Games Mr.T.l. Abraham, Kalaippulavar K.Navaratnam,
M/S.Theivananthampillai, S. Mahalingam, V.Alagacone, R.K.
Rajasenan, Selvarajah Thambiah, T. Pararajasingam, V.
D.Jeyaratnasingam, S Paramananthan, S.Kandasamy and my
Collegues N.Ethirveerasingam, Kanageswaran,
K.Thayaparan, K. Somaskandan, S.Thavalingam,
R.K.V.Premachandra, Bunny Vantwest, N. Pararajasingham,
N.Sivasithamparam, V.T.Sivalingam, V.T.Ganeshalingam and
many many more where the list is very very long and sincerely
Thank my Gurus and my Comrades for everything they
rendred to me in my student life at Central which was the
foundation for me to achieve my ambition.

Reflections of the precious memories of our life at Jaffna
Central centainly re-juvenates our spirits, link the Past and the
Present and the Future.

kj jiaod k=Fnfhb e jiak eyi yFFk..
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Report Of The Committee Appointed By The

Old Boy's Association Of Jaffna Central College

To Determine The Date Of The Founding Of Jaffna Central College
The Committee comprises of Mr. K.Kathiravelupillai, District Judge Chairman;
Members Dr. K.Sittampalam. M.A., Ph.D., Head : Dept. of History, University of Jaffna and
Dr. Rev. A.\W. Jebanesan,B.D., Minister Methodist Church, Jaffna.

1993-01-05 EXTRACTS:

The Executive Committee of the Old Boys' Association of
Jaffna Central College, appointed us to determine the
DATE OF THE FOUNDING OF THE COLLEGE from
those connected with Jaffna Central College and, they
received written submissions from three people, namely;

1. Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah, M.A., (Hull), B.D. (Seram),
President: Methodist Church of Sri Lanka, Colombo.

2. Dr.A.Sinnathamby, B.A.,Dip.in-Ed., M.A. (Ed.), Ph.D (
Ed), Formerly Education Officer.

3. Mr. K. Manickavasagar, Librarian, Jaffna Central
College, Jaffna.

The OIld Boys' Association tendered the written
submissions of the above-named three persons for us to
consider the Date of Founding of the College.

In addition to the written submissions of the above-said
people, the following publications, among many others,
were used for our guidance.

1. Jaffna Central College: Centenary Memorial Edition (
1834-1934) published in 1936 by the Committee appointed
towrite the History of Jaffna Central College.

2. A History of the Methodist Church in Ceylon, 1814-
1964 Edited by Rev.W.J.T. Small.

3. Kankesan Kalvi malar, published by the Principals;
Association of Kankesanthurai Circuitin 1985.

In the absence of any written documents left by the
Founders, the History of a College is normally traced from
the contemporaneous writings, correspondences, and also
related writings of the Old Boys. Fortunately, as far as
Jaffna Central College is concerned, we were able to go
through the Centenary publication,along with the literature
On the History of the Methodist Mission in Ceylon and
other Missionary Schools in Jaffna.

Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah in his written submission has
stated as follows: *“ In 1989 Methodist /central College,
Batticaloa, started by the Methodist Church, celebrated its
175". Anniversary. In 1991 Newstend Girls' School in
Nogombo, another Methodist School celebrated its 175
Anniversary. While checking our records, we came across
a new fact regarding Jaffna Central College. | wish to pass
on the information as to the Date of the Founding of the
School, which came to be known later as Jaffna Central
College. The Rev. james Lynch and the Rev. Thomas
Squance arrived in Jaffna on 10". August 1814. On arrival

in Jaffna they met Mr. James Mootart, the Sub Collector who
received them gladly and with whom they stayed. The two
Missionaries beagan to study Tamil and were assisted by the
Rev. Christian David, a pious Tamil Preacher who was a
convert of the pioneer Indian Missionary, Christian Schwarts.

According to our records: On August 1%, 1816 the Old Orphan
House and the Lutheran Church opposite the Esplanade were
purchased from the Government by James Lynch for a sum of
646 Rix Dollars. It was the First Property acquired by the
Mission in Jaffna, and provided it with a well situated Chapel
and School. ( Small, W J T Ed. A History of the Methodist
Church in Ceylon 1814-1964,Wesley Press,Colombo,1964
P.63). The English School which was started in this building
was later named in 1817 a Jaffna Wesleyan English School. In
1824 the School which existed at the Esplanade was moved to
the Vembadi Mission House Building.In 1834 the Rev.Peter
Perceival expanded the school curriculam and facilities and
renamed the school as ** Jaffna Central School .

From these records you will see that 1°. August 1816 is the date
of the opening of Jaffna Central College.

Dr.A. Sinnathamby, in his short written submission states as
follows: “ My research on Jaffna Central College reveals the
fact that Jaffna Central College was founded earlier that 1834.
the fact to be brought out is that Rev. Peter Perceival
reorganised Jaffna Central College and not founded it.

The Wesleyan Missionaries came in 1814 and in the same year
they founded the Sunday School which became popular
internationally. The modern trend in educational history of
this Institution is to bo by the continuity of the tradition of the
Institution from 1814. the Wesleyan Missionaries started
educational activities in Jaffna in 1816 after purchasing the
Old Orphan House. Lynch and Squance began teaching in the
purchased building itself. Itisthe Sunday School which began
by the Methodist Mission, later became Jaffna English School,
and subsequently renamed as “ Jaffna Central School “. The
Jaffna Central School became * Jaffna Central College” in due
course.

Mr. K. Manickavasagar, in his thirty three page type written
submission has analyzed various sources to determine the
DATE OF FOUNDING OF JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE.
His work pertaining to the origin of this school is more or less a
research and cited reliable authorities to determine the date of
founding of this Insititution. His has brought out the
drawbacks of the Jaffna Central College ( 1834-1934)
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Centenary Memorial Edition, published in 1936. In fact,
his submission was guidance for us to consider various
authorities, and to determine the date of founding of Jaffna
Central College. In his conclusion he has stated that the
forerunner of Jaffna Central College was founded on the
First day of August 1816. The Centenary Memorial
Edition of Jaffha Central College ( 1834-1934), published
in 1936; and the History of Methodist Church in Ceylon
(1814-1964) published by the Wesley Press, Colombo are
the most important materials available to us to trace the
founding of Jaffna Central College.

Though the Centenary memorial Edition of 1936 says
about the period of development between 1834 and 1934, it
coversaperiod anteriorto it.

Mr. K. Navaratnam,Secretary to the Centenary Memorial
Edition Committee In his preface to the Edition states that
this book is divided into three parts. The First part deals
with the arrival of the pioneer Missionaries and the
founding of Schools. The period dealt with in this section is
from 1814 to 1833, during which time Central was a mixed
English School catering to the needs of the children of the
Jaffna Town. The Second part begins with the
reorganization of the school by Rev. Perceival, under the
new name of Jaffna Central School and covers the period
between 1834 and 1869. The Third part deals with
University Affiliation and the development of Collegiate
Education as faras 1934.

It is clear from the Centenary Memorial Edition of Jaffna
Central College that this School was started before 1834
and it was only reorganized the re-named as Jaffna Central
School in 1834 by Rev. Peter Perceival.

The following Four Chapters of the Centenary Memorial
Edition are important for our considerations and
comments.

i The Wesleyan pioneers.

ii. Founding of Schools.

iii. Wesleyan English School.

iv. The Jaffna Central School...

CONCLUSION AS TO THE DATE OF FOUNDING OF
JAFFNACENTRAL COLLEGE

A. The First Wesleyan Missionaries arrived in Ceylon on
the29".0fJune 1814.  On their arrival they felt that
they could use educationasa Mediumtoachieveit. Thisis
quite evident from their activities Soon after their arrival.
For, they established English Schools in the same year of
their arrival in Galle, Matara and Batticaloa.

B. At this time they were also assured of Government
support. This is Known from the letter of the “ Good
Christian Brownrigg” dated 17". Of August 1814, written
to the Secretary of State. This letter is Quoted in T. Ranjit
Ruberu's book “ Education in Colonial Ceylon ( 1962) p.
136 as follows: “ When the first batch of four Wesleyan
Missionaries arrived in the year 1814, Brownrigg granted
an allowance of 50 Rix Dollars per month to each priest on

condition that they would in return give instruction to the
native Headman and their children in the great object no less
important to the Govern --ment of acquiring a knowledge of
the English Language “.
This information is also found in the “ History of the
Methodist Church in Ceylon” (p.84) where it is stated that
the Government paid small sum to the Galle and Matara
English Schools began in 1814 at Governor Brownrigg's
suggestion.
C. Therefore,one has to reviews the activities of the Wesleyan
Missionaries in Jaffna agaist the above background. These
Missionaries reached Jaffna on the 10".Of August 1814. As
stated in the Centenary  Memorial Edition of Jaffna Central
College,the two Missionaries, Lynchand Squance, proposed
immediately on their arrival to openup  Schools. Theirwork
during this period (1814-1816) was largely Preliminary,No
Building had yet been purchased. Services were Conducted in
the Fort Church. Lynch and Squance were learning Tamil And
a beginning in the way of Christian literature was made by
Circulating sermons in Tamil written on Olas. They were
preaching In the Bazaar, conducting a Sunday School and
converting people.
D. However,on the First of August 1816,the Old Orphan
House and Lutheran Church opposite the Esplanade were
purchased by Lynch from
The Government for a sum of 646 Rix Dollars. This was the
First Property acquired by the Mission in Jaffna. E. The
naming of the School and the Date of its Founding are the two
Other key issues, which deserve our consideration.

F. With regard to naming: As there is clear evidence for the
naming of The Schools opened by the Wesleyan Mission in
1814 at Galle, Matara

And Batticaloa as English Schools, we are convinced that in
Jaffna Too they adopted a similar method by naming their
First School as

“ English School “. G. Regarding the Founding of the

School:the available evidence suggests that the property for
the school and a Chapel was bought on the First of August
1816. the authors of Ceylon and its methodism' say That the
building was provided with a well situated chapel and a
School ( p.35). Thisis in agreement with the reference found
in

The book titled “Notes in Jaffna”, where the author says that
the Building was converted at a small expense into a small
School and a Chapel (p.8). Spending money for the repairs is
also further

Confirmed by the letter of Harward writtenin 1816.
H. Although the evidence cited above confirm the repairs
effected to The newly purchased building, they do not
mention anywhere Categorically as to when this was done;
before the actual occupation

Of the building or during the occupation of the building.

Probably, They would have been done at a time when the
School had started Functioning.
I. The perusal of the documents of the Wesleyan Mission
Church clearly Shows that the actual founding of the English
School took place on



The date of the purchase of the property on the First of
August1816.  This is also testified to by the letter by
Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah who, being the President of the
Methodist Mission in Sri Lanka had the materials of the
Mission at his disposal. This is In tune with the activities of
this Mission in other parts of Sri Lanka as well.

J. Asfar as Jaffna is concerned the real execution of the plan
of the Missionaries was delayed for want of a suitable
building at the time Of their arrival on the Tenth of August
1814 for two years. Nevertheless, the evidence at our
disposal vouch for the fact that They were doing
preparatory work during this period before the Purchase of
the building on the First of August 1816. They were
Engaged in preaching in the Bazaar organizing a Sunday
School, Converting people and finally drawing up a plan
for Schools.

K. With a definite plan and property at their disposal their
task of Founding the school was facilitated by other factors
as well. For instance, the Orphan House they purchased
had the tradition of ~ Functioning as a School during the
Dutch period although it ceased To function since the year
1803. There is also evidence to show That the very same
Missionaries who worked in Colombo had used the
Orphanages of the Dutch for similar purpose.

L. The preparatory work of the Missionaries during
theperiod 1814-1816 Shows that there was no problem in
getting teachers or students for ~ This purpose. Lynch,
along with the assistance rendered by Daniel Theophilus,
who was very keen in opening up Schools found it easier
To execute his plan smoothly. Moreover,Governor
Brownrigg's letter to the Colonial Secretary dated 6".June
1816 assured a regular monthly pay for the teachers of
these schools. All the factors would have encouraged the
Missionaries to found the school on the very same day of
the purchase of the property.

M. The founding of the school on the First of August 1816
is also Further confirmed by the reply Lynch received from
Rev. Glennie, Colonial Chaplain, dated 6". September
1816, quoted by Ranjit Ruberu (p.182). Although we did
not come across the copy of the letter written by Lynch to
Rev. Glennie, the reply itself vouches for the fact that
Lynch had really written to Rev. Glennie about his recently
founded school itself. Itis quite possible that Lynch as the
Chairman of the Wesleyan Mission of Ceylon (1816-1824
) would have been happier in announcing the Foundation of
the School before the 6". September. The letter reads as
follows, *“ No School | feel, will succeed in this Country
however properly established in the first instance, unless
they are strictly and constantly attended to, afterwards. All
Institutions of this kind, however good the rules of
discipline, will rapidly degenerate, unless strictly attended
to by active European Superintendents who have the
success of the Gospel principally at heart and uppermost in
their thoughts “.

N. There is also some more evidence for the functioning of the
School Established by Lynch. Mr. Carver in his letter of 31%.
March 1817 Has mentioned that a youth of eighteen years, a
student of Lynch, Been violently persecuted because he
became a Christian. Moreover, Lynch visited Madras in
February of the same year (1817 ) tolay The foundation fora
Methodist Mission there. Hence it is very Likely that his visit
would have been a follow up of his success in Jaffna. The
Wesleyan Mission drew up a programme of establsishing
School inaugust 1817. three more schools were established at
Vannarpannai, Navatkuli and Puttur in 1818, probably after
their

Initial success in founding an English School on the First of
August 1816 which was renamed as Wesleyan English School
in the Following year. This school was reorganized and
renamed as Jaffna

Central School by Rev. Perceival in 1834. Finally it was
named as Jaffna Central college in 1869.
O. On the basis of, the facts mentioned above, we are
convinced, beyond Doubt, that the Jaffna English School, the
nucleus of the present Jaffna Central College, was founded on
the First of August 1816, the Date on which a property was
purchased for establishing a School and A Chapel. In this
connection, we the Old Centralites around the Globe, wish to
convey our grateful Thanks to the Chairman and members of
the Committee Mr. K. Kathiravetpillai, Dr. K. Sittampalam
and Dr. Rev. A.W. Jebanesan and Rev. Dr. Kingsley Muthiah,
Dr.A.Sinnathamby and Mr. K.Manickavasagar for their
valuable submissions to the Committee to enable the
Committee to arrive at their convincing conclusions to
determine the Date of the Founding of Jaffha Central College
atFIRST OF AUGUST 1816.

This Extract is the True report of the Committee appointed by
the Old Boy's Association of Jaffna Central College to
determine the Date of Founding of Jaffna Central College,
Collected and reproduced for the Information of the Old
Centralites and those interested in the History of the College
by Ramasamy Chelvaratnam.
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Memories of an Accidental Wicket Keeper
M S Nazeer (1962 - 1973 at Central)

As your blood pressure trying to scale dizzy heights and your waist
line wants to move farther and wider with age, you tend to think of
the best years in life the childhood and the school days. To those
who don't know me, | was at Central from 1962 to 1973 and played
Cricket for 1* X1 during my last three years. Everyone will have tales
from school days to share, and here are some of mine which mostly
related to Cricket. Most of the Centralites who played or watched
Cricketin the 60s and 70s can relate to most of my experiences while
others may find them interesting.

Early days

Like many who grew up with me | was a cricket fanatic. With my
siblings, cousins, kids from neighbourhood | always found
somewheretoplay especially streetsand tiny backyards where a big
Jack tree doubled as stumps, to the annoyance of the neighbours.
Retrieving balls from neighbours aren't always easy. Some were
nice but one of the them was so mean that she slits our tennis balls
and threw back to make them unusable. In a way the butchered balls
were partly responsible for my strokes along the ground in later
years. While we were toying with tennis ball cricket during our
primary school years, college first XI cricketers were our heroes. |
used to count how many Central cricketers | have sighted during our
day at school and check out against my brothers numbers. | was so
excited when | saw school cricketers at close proximity, after all
school cricket is the best we ever had then as we didn't have TVs to
beam live international cricket at home. | hardly ever missed any
matches Central played, but some times it was more fun playing
outside the boundary with friends than watching a match. We soaked
up the atmosphere of the match but we had our own fun. “Garam
Sundal” (spicy chickpeas) and popsicles tasted better on match days
for some reason.

The most memorable cricketing days were no doubt the lunch time
cricket while at primary school. One hour lunch break started at
12.30. | don't think any of us learned anything between 12 to 2pm.
Lunch is consumed within a few seconds at the 12.30 bell and we are
out in the ground within 3 minutes. Couple of suitcases (soft school
bags and backpacks were never invented then) stacked on top of
each other served as stumps. Match fixtures are made against
neighbouring classes during morning breaks. If you want to make it
in the playing XI, cricketing skills won't guarantee you a place, but
owning a ball, bat or a suitcase will. Batting side captain and his best
friend inevitably opened the batting, but the rest of the batting order
depended on who is the fastest to snatch the bat from the batman who
loses his wicket. Once the match starts the boys who watch the
match gradually make their way near the pitch and they end up being
closer to the action than the fielders. Matches normally started with
eleven on each side but by the end of the break the number swells
and becomes a free for all contest. There will be a few dozen matches
go on at the ground during lunch time with hundreds of boys in
action, but at 1.30 the ground will vacate within a few seconds. Back
in the class room nothing can penetrate your brain till about 2pm
while your dripping sweat settles down.

On becoming a Wicket Keeper

My graduation from tennis ball to cricket ball started when |1
managed to impress the 3" X1 coach Donald Ganeshakumar during
the trials when about hundred boys turned up, where the skills honed
in our backyard came in handy. | have been a wicket keeper all along
my cricket life staring from Jaffna Central then at Middlesex

University in UK and nowadays for VicTamils here in Melbourne.
But wicket keeping wasn't my first choice. | became one totally by
accident. I still remember playing my first ever 3 X1 match against
Kokuvil Hindu (only a few schools used to field 3 XI and cricket
season lasted only a few matches). | was fielding at third man and
walking upto mid on at the end of the over after over. Balls hardly
ever reached me and | got a bit bored. | wanted to be part of the
action. At the same time our wicket keeper was having problems
catching the balls cleanely, injured his fingers and pleading with his
captain to stick to spinners and not the pacemen because he simply
couldn't cope anymore. At the end of the innings he complained to
the coach and I volunteered to take up the glove. | don't know what
made me to volunteer - probably my boredom at thirdman. So in the
2" innings | donned the keeping glove for the first time ever in my
life, didn't do too badly and never looked back! Whatever Keeping
skills left in me are now are the reason Victamils are giving a game
on Summer Sundays now, eventhough during most of my cricketing
life, I was selected primarily as a batsman. My brother Rameez took
up keeping after me for central then my nephew Fowzan did the
same before becoming a bowler when leading St. Johns. Whether
you do well or not, Wicket keeping keeps you always in the game
while fielding and one thing is guaranteed you'll never get BORED.

Cricketgear 1970's style

Good Cricket bats are so rare in our days. Only 2 or so at most would
be bought per season that the rest are leftovers with the splitting
wood meticulously wound with oiled black twine by Kandiah our
evergreen groundboy. Only the opening batsmen had the luxury of
choosing bats. The ones who follow normally exchange the bat
midway to the pitch at the fall of a wicket. The two best bats would
never be the same and you have a preferred bat. While you waiting
your turn to bat you secretly wish the next wicket to fall should be
the guy with your favourite bat! At times even if your wish comes
through, the not out batsman in the middle spoils your day by
exchanging the bat before the ousted batsman leaves the pitch!
Thinking about Kandiah who recently departed this world, he is a
genius. | wonder how he single handedly prepared all out pitches,
marked out all the running tracks for athletic meets, repaired the
matting, cricket gear etc. His topless figure is hard to forget and he
bothered to wear shirt only on match days and when he went to his
family in Point Pedro once inawhile.

When | became a senior” player, | was able to bribe Kandiah and
got my preferred bat used in the season earlier cleaned, oiled and
wound again and was able to take it home as if | own it. There is a
kind of cool feeling those days riding the bike with your “own” bat
placed on the handle, boots tied together by their laces hanging over
bracket meant for the light and the colourful home made tote bag
hanging over your shoulders going to the cricket practice. You didn't
need the Grey Nicolls coffin sized cricket bag to fit your kit in as you
never owned any equipment and never changed your outfit during
the course of a match no matter how dirty they got.

Thinking about the cricket outfit we wore those days, they were
awful to put it simply. Comfortable, loose fitting trousers are never
heard of; White cotton drill trousers washed with a dash of “Milk
White Blue” and ironed with starch is a must for the match. The
fashion of the day was tight fitting trousers with hems a couple of
inches above the ankle and cricket bottoms are no exception after all
what we wore on the field were worn day to day for school as well.
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None of us owned any cricket gear and they were always provided by
the school and we had to share them. They are all dumped in the
“coffin” in Kandiah's room which weighed about a ton and acted as
his bed at night. To fish out any protective gear with all straps and
buckles (decades before Velcro) intact itself before a game or a
practice session is a special skill. Our coach Selvarajah master
would pullout a couple of brand new gloves every season which has
very economical thorny rubber strip sewed on each finger on a cotton
glove. Come to think of it, the design of that glove is the only thing
we ever shared with Sir Don Bradman! We were never taught how to
evade a bouncer. So this glove is guaranteed to knock your knuckles
off when fending off a head high bouncer! Often one has to use
protective gear just used by another which would still be wet with
sweat. Boxes are the worst to bear but thankfully they were worn
outside the jockstraps buckled around waist and thighs. Some
players who are in the team for their bowling don't even think highly
about any protective gear. They are at home grabbing the bat without
gloves. Given a choice they would rather go to the middle without
any protection for their often brief stay. Wicket Keeping pads were
never invented then the keeping breed had to contend with heavy
batting pads.

Battle of the North

No experience can beat playing in the Big Match in front of
thousands of fee paying, noisy spectators against St John's when you
are a Central cricketer. | did play thrice, in the first one | have hardly
anything to remember personally, but Mahendiran's century is still
unforgettable. I didn't have a very good day behind the stumps and it
was awful having to walk through the crowd into the school building
for lunch & tea. Taunts, verbal abuses are liberally thrown by people
who enjoy the freedom of speech after a couple of drinks and you
don't want to know who says what as your eyes are fixed on the path
and you are just following your mates into the safe haven of the
school building. The second year was the best ever for me and your
eyes wide open and lit up and you want to make eye contact with the
people after you make a match saving 84 rescuing your side which
has lost 4 wickets for about less than 10 runs on board. Notching up a
50 in a big match is really a thrilling feeling when the spectators who
sitat the edge of the boundary invade the pitch to have their own thrill
to shake your hand, give plenty of advice on how to play the rest of
your innings, coupled with cap pulling, bat snatching and even lifting
off your feet in appreciation. But reaching such a milestone have a
downside too being hugged and kissed by toxicated supporters (not
students). The awful odour of arrack which stays with for quite a
while. 1 am pretty sure some don't even know who are they
congratulating or what for. I kicked myself losing my wicket without
joing the exclusive club of Big match centurians, but was happy with
that important innings.The big match drew a lot of pilgrims annually
to Jaffna especially the old boys employed in Colombo and one of the
rituals of them is get drunk before the match starts. Getting the Best
batsman's trophy at the big match was the highlight of my school
cricket life and I duly went to Gnanams studio to have my customary
picture taken with challenge trophy along with other borrowed ones
before returning the trophy. The other three trophies on offer at the
big match for best bowler, fielder and allrounder have spent time in
our household in the following years when won by my younger
brother Rameez and nephew Fowzan. Our household experienced
somewhat unusual problems when they played against each other in
the Big match. Our backyard also produced two more school
cricketers in the family with elder brothers Aboobucker and Hameed
Ali for playing for Central and Jaffna College respectively.

Language Barrier

We had mixed feelings playing against outstation schools. We looked
forward to going out of Jaffna to play and the fun associated with it is
one thing, but socializing with them when they come down to Jaffna

is something we didn't look forward to due to the lack of spoken
English skills which were at a premium. When you are leading the
side, you simply can't avoid having to talk to the opposing team - our
self confidence simply takes a nose dive when we have to play
“English speaking” teams like Royal College. Thankfully, | didn't
have to lead a side against Royal and had the satisfaction of leading
the side beating Maliyadeva (Kurunagela) at Jaffnain 1973. I had the
privilege of captaining Central in 1973. Though it was an honour, |
don't think I enjoyed the responsibilities which came with it too
much.

Touring team from Australia

Auwstralian Schools X1 toured Srilanka in before 1972 season and
they had a game against Jaffna Schools. Though | was in the team
along with other centralites Mahendran & Shanthikumar, | couldn't
make it into the final X1 and have to sit out as a reserve with a few
others. | probably would have made it into the playing eleven had the
match took place at the end of our season after a few decent scores
with the bat, especially in the big match. Australians rested few of
their best who took turns as their scorers. For Jaffna schools, | was
nominated as the scorer, not probably because of my somewhat
neater handwriting, but I think others were too scared to sit with the
Awustralians. Though | didn't fancy at first, | was was left with no
choice. But it wasn't that bad and the Aussies didn't take offence to
my limited English. Ray Bright & Graham Yallop were among rested
players who scored with me. Both of them went on to play for
Australia and Yallop captained the Aussie in the Packer era. While
the Jaffna schools lost , the highlight for us was Shanthikumar's 6
wickets which earned high praise from Aussies manager and he went
on to play for Srilankan schools, which is no mean feat, emulating
his brother Donald Ganeshakumar who toured Australia with
Srilankan school team years earlier.

Selvarajah Master

No Jaffna Central cricket story from our era would be complete
without the mention of Selvarajah master. He is a great character and
alegend in his own right. My memories of him are so many asaman
who almost worked from home and as the only the man able keep his
job while enjoying his drink daily while at work! Who can forget his
trips to the bar at the Rest house at 10 am in the morning on borrowed
students bicycles and returning with somebody else's. Above all he
was a longstanding figure associated with Cental's sports, a good
friend of us all and an unforgettable one.

Finally....

It wasn't easy being a Muslim in a 95% non muslim environment.
When you grow up inevitably there are frictions, competitions, jokes
& fights among boys with taunts sometimes bordering on religious
lines. You get hurt no doubt, but you learned to live with it. Not all
teachers are innocent either when they crack jokes on religious
grounds in front of the class but when you are in the minority you
have to cop it in the chin. But as | grew older and became a cricketer |
never felt others treated me any differently and looking back, |
cherish every minute of my school days at Central.
(mnazeer@unidrive.com.au)
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Some Recollections of Jaffna Central

As a newly admitted student, I went into residence in
the Junior Dormitory of Rigg-Hall Hostel (there
were three dormitories — Junior, Senior, and HSC) in
the third week of January 1948. As it was the first
time that I was separated from my family, I felt very
home-sick. [ found the surroundings alien, faces
unknown, and the food horrible. A few days later,
the senior students organised a strike at the hostel
protesting the quality and quantity of food served
there. Bigwig politicians like Cumaraswamy of
Chavakachcheri and Tharmakulasingam of Point
Pedro were involved in settling the issue and
bringing back normalitv. It ook a few more wecks
for me o earn a few friends, gel used to the food and
swroundings and settle down to a peacefiul and
useful life there. It was then that I started to admire
and appreciate the community at Rigg-Tall Hostel,

There were students from distant  villages,
Vadamaradchy, the islands (especially Nainativu and
Karainagar) and even from Mullaitivu and
Vavuniva. What attracted me most was the
cosmopolitan natwre of the community because of
the good number of students from Batticaloa, a [air
number of Muslims from Mannar and the few
Sinhalese and Burghers from South Cevlon (Sri
Lanka).

There were a few good sportsmen among them,
Cader (Mannar) and Gunabalasingam (Batticaloa)
excelled in soccer, James Thambirajah (Batticaloa)
was a good middle order batsman, and scored 60-
odd runs in the big-match against 5t John's in 1949,
Among the Sinhalese students, Pivaratne played
cricket and, few wears later, his vounger brother
Premachandra excelled in all sporis and served as a
Senior Prefect too. Edwin took part in boxing.
Among the Burghers, Ainsley Van Twest excelled in
fielding in the covers, as well as in the throwing
events in athletics, and Van Buren was a
wicketkeeper. Such a mixed community in a school
hostel in Jaffna now is bevond our imagination in
the present day disturbed political situation there.

Among the teachers residing at the Hostel at that
time, all the others except Mr J M 8 Selladurai were
voung, Indian, science graduates. Among them, one
Mr WV E Easau was an outstanding sportsman. At the
first athletic sports meet organised by the newly
formed Jaffna Amateur Athletic Association, he took
part in five events, and won all of them — 100 yards,

220 vards, high jump, putt and discus throw. He was
very good at basketball too.

Again, it was in another third week of January 1958
that 1 went to Central as a new member of the
tutorial staff. There were a good number of old boys
in the staff. Principal, Dr D T Niles and Vice
Principal Mr A E Tamber were both old boys. Mr
Tamber had his entire high school education there.
After his degree, he joined the staff, and retived as its
principal in the early sixties. There were almost ten
old boys in the teaching stafl and, in addition,
Alagarajah was the chief clerk in the college office
and Manikkavasagar the librarian. Ceniral was a
private school run by the Methodist Mission and
preference was  alwavs given 1o old boys in
appointments as teachers and members of the
clerical staff.

My first few davs in the staff room were almost like
a revelation to me. A good number of my teachers
were stll  there. Mr  Mahalingam, a  sirict
disciplinarian in the classroom, was friendly, jovial,
and helpful in the staff room. Selvarajah Thambiah
was the court jester. All were trealed equally as his
largets for verbal jokes and pranks in deeds. Even
Mr Tamber was not spared by him. Rajasenan and
Jevaratnasingam entertained with occasional jokes.
Jevarainasingam was the sports star and our hero
during my school days, having captained in cricket
(twice), soccer, and athletics and served as the
Senior Prefect! Mr Kulasegarasingam was there,
with his hobby of collecting academic degrees: he
already had an honours BA{London) in English, a
Diiploma in Education (Ceylon), a first in laws, and
was a Tamil Balapandithar to boot. What's more, he
was preparing for the finals of his law degree and (o
become a full-fledged Tamil Pandithar! Victor
Kiruparaj, a well-known sports columnist for the
Times Group of Newspapers, was also there.

The staff and teachers™ circle meetings were very
lively, educative and entertaining ... Both Dr Niles
and Mr Mahalingam had the mastery of the English
language, the former in diction and pronunciation,
and the latter in vocabulary, Neither of them missed
an opportunity  to show  off his talents and
excellences. There were others, too, to educate and
entertain with a simple tum of phrase in the
language. In one teachers’ circle meeting, an
argument cropped up regarding its constitution. Mr
E T R Edwards, who wanted to stress his seniority
and knowledge of the constitution, started his
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argument saying, “I had been a member of this circle
since its inception...”, and the quick-witted Mr
Tamber, from the opposing camp, quipped, “Well,
Mr Edwards, I had been a member of this circle
since its conception...”.

Finally, T would like to refer to the history of
basketball at Central. Mr Easau introduced it in
1948. 1 took charge of it in 1938, In 1939, Central
got an up to date, metalled court, with the latest
model posts, largely because of the efforts of Prefect
of Games. Mr T I Abraham and Vice Principal, Mr
A E Tamber. Inter-house matches were plaved
regularly  from 1959, The Northem Province
Basketball Association (NPBA) was formed that
year and [ was elected as its secretary. 1 continued to
serve in that capacity until Dec 1966. The NPBA
organised school tournaments for senior and junior
(under 16) teams every vear regularly and trophies
were awarded. Central won a number of
championships in both groups. As the NPBA
sceretary was from Central, it functioned almost as
the headquariers of Basketball in the North, A
visiting team from Madras plaved exhibition
matches on Central courts. A number of coaching
camps were held there. The Jaffna combined
schools”™ team and district team (clubs) had their
practices there before they lefi for their tournament
matches in Colombo.

The highlight and real pride of place for Jaflna
Central Basket ball courts were carned in 1962,
when Central organised the Public Schools’
Basketball Championships there, Leading  tcams
from Colombo, Moratuwa, Batticaloa and
Trincomalee participated and the matches were
plaved under floodlights. Mr Abraham was in charge
of organizing the event. He spared no efforis to
make it a greal success, and carned all the praises of
the parent body and media. In fact, that was the onlv
All Ceylon Public Schools” Tournament held in
Jaffna up to that date.

An educationist once commented that, “education is
what remains in you after you had forgotien all the
subject matter you leamed at school™. T wrote this
short article with what remains in me after being
cducated at Jaflna Central. Recalling events exactly,
after a lapse of nearly fiftv vears, is a difficult
mental exercise. 1 have tried my best to recall a
small part of Central’s historv in its  diflerent
aspects. I could not recall the exact dates. as no
documentary evidences remain. All my documents

were lost with my home in Jaffha. I am. indeed,
grateful and pleased for this opportunity to write
about Central,

5 Nadarajah, B.Sc, Dip.in. Ed.

Student = JCC Jan 1948-Dec 1952:

Teacher JCC Jan 1958-Dec 1966,

{Retired as Chief Education Officer, Education
Dept, JalTna)
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THE HOUSE (veedu):

Destroyed Sanctuary of Tamils
Rev. Dr. Albert W. Jebanesan

What is it that gives a human being the feeling of
house, of 'home'? What happens if one loses it? One
could say that we understand the feeling of 'home'
when we have lost it temporarily or irreparably. This
was my experience when | listened to Tamil refugees
in refugee camps constantly lamenting the loss of
their homes and families. The 'veedu valavu' (house,
compound) surrounded by solid fence (veli) is a most
important concept in Tamil life.

Sinathurai was born Sinnamugathuvaram in the district of
Batticaloa, a fishing village near akkaraipattu. He was a
fisherman but saved money little by little “to build his own
veedu with a valavu”. Sinathurai's life was focussed on
earning enough money to build a veedu. That was his
ambition, purpose and goal of life. His dream, savings,
plans, and ambitions were shattered when the house
was completely destroyed in by Tsunami attack
within few months after the house-warming
ceremony. After loosing the house Sinathurai and a

child he does not want to go back to his village.

In Sinathurai's life losing the veedu does not only
mean losing a real property. With the loss of his valavu
he felt he had lost his being as a person in his village.
He lost the status of being considered respected
human being.

Kanapathy is an old man living with his son's family.
Kanapathy lost his wife and the house. He says “My
veedu is in Jaffna”. This explains the core of the
meaning of Tamil veedu House and compound of the
Tamil society is that grouping ordinance that turns the
mere individuals to a Sri Lankan Tamil person with a
common culture for life together. Without veedu
valavu, Tamil people will loose their meaning in life
and loose their inner peace. A building or structure
cannot form a Tamil veedu and no common garden or
public park can replace the valavu on which a veedu is
built. 1 begin to understand Kanapathy's torment

aboutvalavu:

I planted several trees with my own hands, tampi My
coconut trees would be bearing coconuts now. If | were
in my veedu I could have plucked mangoes tampi .l
planted several fruit trees, vegetables and flowering
shrubs for beauty and utility in my garden. | made use of
every piece of land that was my life, enjoyment and
whole purpose of being a person in my village.

Sinathurai and Kanapathy's stories make our
understanding more clear. The veedu valavu forms an
integral communion in Tamil life. In this communion
a Tamil person would feel as a whole integrated
personality, close to the soil. If that is taken away,
then it forms a vacuum, which other material benefits
cannotreplace.

They need to have a property with compound to feel
‘comfortable’. People feel insecure and uncomfortable
because their comfortable condition was altered by
the context of the present house. Kanapathy's
statement of “my life, enjoyment and whole purpose
of being a person” shows the close bonding one can
get to the house and compound. When that 'life and
enjoyment’ is removed from a person, then his
‘purpose’ in life is 'lost. One begins to live a life
without happiness, without peace of mind, and so
without any purpose for living. The Sri Lankan Tamil
historical, social and cultural context, one can say,
then emerges from veedu valavu as Holmes puts it: “A
place one feels safe, relaxed and secure to store his
treasure.”(Holmes 1980: 54) Moreover, the concept
of house and compound enables a person to identify
with a specific group of people who live with the same
conceptual background. There is no one distinctive
grouping among Tamil people; it is divergent and
varied and becomes very complex to analyse, due to
the different caste groupings. Yet there are
commonalities that weave every Tamil village into a
unified Tamil society. It is desirable to understand
these patterns to understand the unifying link that
brings every Sri Lankan Tamil under one broad
umbrella called Sri Lankan Tamilhood. However, Sri
Lankan Tamils see a solid substructure to Tamil life,
the whole area of veedu valavu becomes an
enlargement of one's house.(Holmes 1980: 53) You do
not feel lonely, isolated, threatened because “you and
yours are sealed in, safe and sound, in your
compound.” (Holmes 1980: 53)

The concept of veedu valavu first depicts the idea of
shelter and sanctuary, “one's home is one's refuge, a
place one runs to in times of danger” (Daniel &
Thangaraj 1995: 239) and second, creates the feeling
of owning the space of one's life. A person
“personally, socially and spiritually” feels “at peace”
(Holems 1980: 54) within his veedu valavu. Although
the Tamil word veedu literally refers to a house
structure or aresidential unit of a family, it
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contextually gives a different meaning to the Tamil
refugees. The Sri Lankan anthropologist Daniel

(1987: 109) explains thiseloquently:
Anhouse, to a Tamil, is more than just a structure built to
the specifications of the owner. It is like all other forms
of substance, in constant flux, mixing with and
changing according to the substances that come in
contact with it.

The veedu is not just a building. The veedu is a
substance, a living organism, and like any other living
organisms needs nurturing and protection. Inthe mind
of the Tamil refugees, the veedu valavu created an
emotional relationship between the physical structure
and the social community in a way similar to human
attachments. In our conversations | was able to
perceive a deep suffering for the loss of this
relationship. They were emotionally moved when
they talked about human losses in their villages; in a
similar manner they cried when they talked about the
loss of their veedu valavu. No insurance company can
compensate for this loss.

The entire concept of life style has changed for them
very quickly, even before they realised that they
needed to change themselves. Tamil refugees do not
feel content in an alternative house or temporary tent/
shelter. All the Tamil refugees during had come to the
refugee camps as fugitives, and shared the traumatic
experiences faced by them before they sought asylum
in acamp. In the case of all the persons interviewed in
camps, when 'the waves came’, order gave place to
disorder, peacefulness gave place to restlessness, the
familiar became strange, security became insecurity,

life became the project of survival, and in many cases
they have become refugees in their own villages. The
familiar norms and values were no longer functional,
now they were living under different circumstances,
and their basic Tamil life was threatened; they found
that their life became impossible in their own cultural
context, because the context had been disintegrated.

Their symbols now have no meaning, their gods have
no power, and their temples are no longer the
gravitational centres of life. we see that the waves
have destroyed the 'sanctuary' aspect of Tamil houses.

References:
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Central's Flag Must Never Be Lowered

C. Kamalaharan
B.A. (Cey), PGDE-TESL
(an old boy and former teacher)

After a lapse of fifteen years, looking back
nostalgically, | embarked on a trip to Jaffna mainly to
see my alma-mater, Jaffna Central College where |
had spent the major part of my youth both as a student
and asateacher.

With enthusiasm mounting, | entered the peninsula.
But my expectations gradually dwindled as |
proceeded inland. The debris of skeletal buildings
here and there, the chopped off coconut and palmyrah
palms, the landmine warning sign boards along the
Kandy road were a prelude to what was in store for
me.

In Jaffna as I drew closer along the clock tower road,
the panoramic view of Central's frontage could no
more be seen, due to the construction of a wall all
around the playground. My heart sank as | turned
around and saw wilderness spread all over the place.

What a paradise was it then! The area was bustling
with life; the public library - the pride of Jaffna, the
open-air theatre and the \eerasingham hall that
provide a variety of entertaining programmes, the
Duraiappah stadium with jubilant soccer fans, the
serpentine queue of movie fans in front of the Regal
cinema, the Dutch fort and the court complex, the
amusement of children in the Subramaniam park, the
Muniappar temple and the St.Peters church and not
forgetting "Mani Annai's portable” tea kiosk that
caters mainly for Central. All these were things of the
past, in this compact sprawling area. In such a
conducive environment was Central then.

Today the area had lost its pristine beauty. No more
could be seen the hustle and bustle of city life, no
more could be seen the various literary and aesthetic
activities that enthral the public. Instead the entire
area is deserted and comes to a standstill before dusk.

But inspite of all these adversities and calamities
Central continues to function with it flag fluttering in
the gentle breeze that comes from the nearby
shoreline. The renovation of damaged buildings, the
construction of new buildings and the installation of
updated educational equipments continue unabated.

All these are possible due to the untiring efforts of the
Old Boys Associations spread all over the world,
providing relentless and commendable service at the
National and International level.

It's really a great landmark in the history of the O.B.A
to celebrate its centenary this year. At this juncture, a
much greater responsibility awaits the O.B.A.. We
are passing through a crucial period of uncertainly
and disillusionment. In the past Central had
withstood all upheavals and it will continue to
withstand them in future too. | am sure our O.B.A.in
its "combined action™ will rise up to the occasion,
serve the college more earnestly, more energetically
and more enthusiastically and see that "Central's flag
must never be lowered."
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wmp 1&HBuwELD...

D ATAIATIPLD D 1L OMATIPLD ABTETH IS TMTUITH!

Dr.K.Senthilnathan
Community Health Educator

vkd clyd gujhd FlLgghlL @§kak
%isahFk. %i1say cUthFk rwjstiyhd
kidrhuk  eukGFF=zjjhffgfas VwglLj
cly KOtijAk ,affif nfh=zL
, UFfidwd. ,Ujajjiy css ehdF
miwfsy tyd gffr Nrhizamway
JhdiagF 1kak xdw c=zL. ,J ,jatbgig
xOqfthf ,aqfr nrafidwd. vdiDk % 1 sayy
,uUed tUk ghiT eukGk guhghiT eukGk , jaj
Jbggd Ntefj i jF $1bF Fawffidwd.

NkNy FwggllLss nrayfs enlngWtjwF
gytjkhd ,urhadjjhffgqfs enlngwy
NE=zLk. vkd cly gQr gjqgfshy
cuUthffggl 1J. tsHrnf F k
clwnjhowghLfFSTFk rie JiggjwFk
Nehafis vJiHg JgNghuhLtjwFk
clYisggwFk ,twwd Njit KkFTk
mtrnakhfidwd. ,twiw ehk ¢=T Rjjkhd
eH Rthrf fhwW vdgd %yk ngWHidNwhk.
, Jdhy c=z i1 tggwwa mwT gujhdkhfidwd.

ehk czZk czT ryJssjhfTk
CllrrjJffs ciladthfTk msth
djhfTk ,UjjJy mtnak. ,1j rkgy c=zT
vdW $WtH cztid msT FiwejhYk
$bdhYk CllrrjIffsid msT FiwejhYk
$bdhvk cl yd nrawjwd mjwNFwg
khwgLk.

lejiy tisahjJd
gonkho). mjhtJd

1kgjly tisAkh vdgJd
led tad miulgjwFs
Foerjfsid %is tsHrnayYk cly
tsHrnalYk ngwNwhH  mjifsT mfFrw
fhiLjy mtrnakhFk. cstiay ujaYk
% a1siag Nghrn ggjwFg ngwNwhH tonrajy
Nt=zLk eyy goff toffgfisAk CIlb
tsHjjy Ne=zLk.

rkgy czT MW tifahd $WFis
cilait ,J Gjk nfhOge khgnghUs»
TfdAgGFfss Cllrrjdffss ed Mha
mWtifggjhHJgfSk Njitahd msty
nfhzlLss czthFk koiyfs Foeijfs
rIWtHfs tsHe JtHfs» Kjlathifs>
RN Fifs> NehahsiFs MfiNahuwFua c =T j
Nj it fs m t HFfs )d

clwnjhowghLfSTfika NtWglLk.

Klil Gujtifay jwkhdd. ,jiy Nfhyd
(Choline)  vdnwhU gjhHj gk czl.
> 00JhHJ gk mrwiwayy Nfhyid (Acetylcholine)
vdDk gjhHj JkhF khwy eukGF Fyqgfsii INa
nrajig ghkhwwk emlngw cjTHdwI.
NFhyd gjhHjjk milgfla c=z=zit
czgthfs eyy QhgF rfj cilathHfshf
, UFfidwhifs vd MaTfs $WwHdwd.

TfHggi=zij yjhakhUFF Nfhyid kifTk
mtrnakhdd. ,J njhgés nfhbaD}Ihfr

nrdW rRtid tsHrrfF cjTHhdwd. xU
Klrlay ruhrhy 230  Ffluhk msT
nfhny ] nuNwy czlL. FUjialy

nfhny I nuiNwy msT $SLjyhF ,Ugg tHfs
1tjjia MNyhradggb K1l rhgglyhk. xU
fionkfF 2 myyJd 3 Kl Ifs ghtiffyhk.

% iEsTt Fj Njgsmaahd rf jj
FSTNfhRggjhHj jk  %yk  fi IFRdwd.
FSTNfhnd msT FiwahkYk mNj rkak
msTfF kwf $IhkYk ,UggjwF rija
vdDk Ruggayy ,Ued RuffggLk ,dRyid
FSTfNfhd Nghdw RugGfFfs cjThHhdwd.
ehoT Neha cssthHfs jJkJ Nehiaj
JlLgghlby 1tjjiUggd mtrak %isiag
ghtyyIr nraaggLk NtayfSTF FSTNThR
ghua msT NjstggLfidwd. vdiDk eho/T
Neha csstH fSTF FSTNThRtild msT
FUjlasty $SLtjdhy gurhuz mKFfFk fhu=z
khf mjid %is jwkgl ghttfFf Kbahky
JizWhdwd.

JidKk VjhtJd gotifs c=zty Nriffggly
Nt=zLk. nfhaahggok> khkgok> gyhggok>
thioggoks mddKddhggok> mddhriggok>
Nygha >  Njnffha vdgd clYTFk
cssjjjwFk kif MNuhfflakhd it , twwy

css TdAgGffs CllrrjJdffs vdgd
% 1 si1aAk cliyAk rujtu
,agfitfhdwd.

Kejuifggok> JNuhgw Nghdw goqfsiy

fh=zggLk mdNjhradid]  (Anthocyanins)
vdfidw gjhHjjk eukGFF=zjjhffgfast
fljJfdw nraw ghlsl NkkgLjJtJdld
Gjra euk GFfs cUthFtimjAKk
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Bs, Nghyiffkiyk vdgd cz=zT tiffsy

NrUknghOJ mit %isay NrUk
N~ hNkhri ] wid)d msitfFiwf T
cjThdwd. ,jdhy kwjr %IlhgGjjdik

vdgd eqf) rnejadjnjsiT VwgLfwJ. Ert
czTgguaiHfs jJkJ B rjjwkF ghy
JanuNa ekgaUjjy Nt=zLk.

ehk RthnfFk fhwwy css guhzthArTt
cly kOtJdk TfljjrnrytjwF FUjay
css nrgFUjir n(WldzfFaffs cjThdwd.
giuh=zthA vyyht)] clY10gGfFk
mtriakhdJ. ,jJuidfflj Jirnry Yk
nrgFUjir n wldz=zfaffs cuthtjwF Gujk>
twwkid Bi» NghyFfkiyk, , UkGrrjJ vdgd
kifTk gujhdkhd s t. ,It cCczty
NrUknghOJ FUjirNrha F(Anaemia) NehAk
eqfi cly eyk nwffwd.

vznza tiffsy tgsffhj eynyzi1=>
Xynt =Zziz vdgdtwwy  eukghj
nfthOggkygfs> twwkid E Nghdw Nghdw
xIrNawwntjufs (Anti oxidant) vdgd c=L.
, 1t eukGFfygfis RwwAss nkdrttd
jdik nflhky ,UggjwF cjtGuhdwd.
kndzi=zAk kfTk eykhdd. ,jiYss
xIrNawwntjufs ,Ujatiahjp euoT Nghdw
Nehafisj JLFFKk jdik nfh=zI1i1t.

fiu tiffsy gytif c=zL fLkgrir
ew , 1y tiffsy ,UKGrrjJ NghyrfFfkiyk
vdgd cz=zL. ,ujjk cuUthtjwFk %is

euk GF fyq fs)y fzj jhffqfs
eilngWgjwFk ,1t mtnak czty
NrHj I fnfhssggly Nt=zLk clwfFisg6

mfdW kd cwrhfk Vwgl totFfFk.
muienjLj j ntq fhak> JUutia
csg)jdfsfsy fOta griarffiutaffs

vdgtwiw gllH Gra ghz=zJdzLfs)ilNa
1itjJ fhiyA=zthff nfhstd eyyd. fiu
tiffsly c<css ehHignghUs cz=zTfs
cwQrggLk NtfjijAk. msiEtAk rH
nratjdhy ehHrrjJk ed i k Gufidwd.

gUgG tiaffsyy eyy CGujk ehHgnghUs
twwkid Bs> NghyifFfkiyk vdgd ejiwa c=zL.
kdk el jhdkhfTk> mikjiahfTk
nrawgLtjgF rNwhNuhdid (serotonin) vdw
gjHjjk %iEisay NghjiladT cUthFjy
Nt=zLk. ,jwF twwkid B, cjt) Ghifidwd.
HgNuhghd (Tryptopan) vdw miakNdh mkiyk
rNuhNuhdid M¥ khWwegwF twwk B, cJT
fiwd.

%is rwgghfj njhow gLtywF c=TId
clwgajwrjAk Nj stgghLfFidwJ.
cstsjJld clytsKk Nriejhy tsKIid
thoyhk.

JCC Library
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REMEMBERING THE LATE STALWARTS OF J.C.C.O.B.A. CANADA

By R. Chelvaratnam

We, the Past and Present Members of the Committee and the Members of the Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association
of Canada wish to dedicate this Page to the memory of our esteemed Old Centralites and two of the Founder Members of
our Alumni Association of Canada. We very affectionately recall to memory the pioneering efforts of two of our Great Old
Centralites, who are undoubtedly *“ GREAT STALWARTS ““, who laid their life for the greater glory of our Alma-mater “
Jaffna Central College and to the betterment of the Alumni Association of Canada.

We wish to recall the words of sentiments that were recorded during their funeral Oration and pamphlets, which we feel

will be appropriate at this juncture to remember them.

b

JEYA KANAGANAYAGAM
BORN 03-06-1942. DIED 24-01-1997.

Ever smiling face, Kind and gentle in approach, a good
sense of humour, dedication to cricket, Music lover,
Devoted husband, Loving father, True gentleman and a
good friend This was Kanags in a nut shell and this is how
he would be cherished in our hearts.

Kannax, the epitome of cricket is no more. The sudden
demise of Kannax has left a vacuum in the hearts of many.
His untimely passing away is a great loss to the Cricket
world and to the community at large. Many of us are still
under the shock. His esteemed qualities of a sense of
dedication, humbleness and wisdom, earned him fame and
name in whatever endeavors he undertook. Many of us
who have associated with him will always feel the pain of
his absence. Kanaganayagam was a distinguished Old
student who achieved stardom in the field of Cricket, for
his impeccable manners, stylish Outfits, Superb cricketing
ability and above all, A gentleman par excellence.He was
friendly, very resourceful and absolutely helpful to
everybody. He was a cricketing legend and had been
deeply involved in the development of Junior Cricket,
dedicating himself fully to the promotion of Junior Cricket
in Canada.

Jeya Kanaganayagam the gentleman cricketer, passed
away at Scarborough, after suffering a heart attack on
January 24, 1997.0ur Vice President's death has created a
big void among all of us and among the Old Student's
Association of Jaffna Central College,Canada.

May his soul attain everlasting bliss.

KANTHARATNAM JOSEPH

THIRUKUMAR
BORN: 03-09-1950 DIED: 23-01-1998.

Our dear friend Thiru spent all his life serving the people
through his involvement with the Church, with the Old
Boys' Association of J.C.C., with J.S.S.A., and various
Sports and Cricket Association and Clubs. Thiru had a
very positive and optimistic attitude towards life. In spite
of his dreadful and terminal illness, he never wanted others
to be burdened with his pain. Perhaps it was Divine Grace
that gave such an attitude towards life, so that Thiru could
serve fellow brothers and sisters as long as he lived on this
earth. Knowing very well his days were numbered, he
refused to get angry with God, but accepted his decision as
final. He wouldn't even share his pain and anxiety with
others. That was the character of this man called Thiru.
They say that when good souls are ready to depart from the
physical body, God sends angels to escort such souls to
Lord's heavenly kingdom. I have no doubt in my mind
that, God himself would have descended upon the earth to
take Thiru under his protective wings. No more pain or
suffering for this true son of God. Thiru's motto was
service to anyone and everyone and to any Association or
Club that requests for his services, often at the expense of
his health. The Toronto Tamils Cricket Club, the
Centurions, Jaffna Schools Sports Association, Canada,
Toronto Softball Cricket Association, Toronto & District
Cricket Umpires Association, Bahrain Cricket
Association-Umpires Panel and the Jaffna Central College
Old Boys' Association of Canada in particular and his
Alma-mater Jaffna Central College in general, profited
immensely by his dedication, wide knowledge and
valuable experience he gained as First Class Cricket
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Umpire, Cricket Coach and Sports Administrator. Thiru's
immense contributions and valuable service will be carved
in the history books of these Associations and are all
examples for every one of us to emulate. His love for his
Alma-mater Jaffna Central College was unique.Thiru was
one of those who was instrumental in founding of the Old
Boys' Association Branch in Canada. As a Founder
Member / Secretary and later Vice President, he enlisted
the assistance of almost every Old student living in
Canada. His dedicated service to his Alma-mater, was
highly appreciated by the entire membership of the
Association and presentation of the “ Meritorious Service
Award “ at the Central Nite 1997 was a fitting tribute.The
spontaneous and overwhelming gathering the Canadian
Tamil Community, Cricket enthusiasts, Friends and the
Old Boys of Jaffna Central living in Canada, United States
and England, turned up in thousands braving Canada's
chill weather, to show their respect for this cricket legend
and sports Ambassador on Saturday and Sunday January

24", and 25"., 1998 during the Visitation and Wednesday
January 28, to attend Late Thirukumar's interment was
actual testimony of his greatness and his respectable
qualities. Those who came to know him would remember
Thiru fondly, not only for his love of cricket, but also for
his unique disposition toward fellow human beings. This
praiseworthy human quality developed to such an extent
that on many an occasions he has ventured out to help his
Alma-mater in spite of his failing health. His love for his
Alma mater was unique. It could be said that Thiru
Thought Central, Spoke Central and Worked for Central.

Thiru, whose hands proudly carried the Central's Torch, is
now covered with earth, but will always live in the hearts
ofevery one of us.

We the Old Centralites will never ever forget his qualities
and the services he rendered to the Alumni Association of
Canada.

Past President Mr. D Balaraj's visit to JCC in 2004

e
(RTIALLLLE ¥

Jaffna Central College Old Boys Association Centenary Souvenir



“ Unto the Glory of God and the Best and the Highest “
“Live in Service Glad and Free “.
Continuation of Humanitarian Service by the Canadian Centralites

True to the Motto of the College and to the objectives of the
Jaffna Central College Old Boys' Association of Canada, many
an Old Centralites scattered far and wide of this Globe,
genuinely motivated to assist the Alma-Mater at a time our
School and the Nation highly expect our services and assistance.
In this connection, concrete steps were taken by our Alumni
Association of Canada to help the College, the College students
in their Higher Education pursuits and also to various Voluntary
Service organizations back home and in Canada. In our
endeavour to assist our Alma mater, a sum of $ 5,000.00 was the
initial Donation of assistance contributed by the Alumni
Association of Canada in the year 1994. Service to our fellow
human beings is another motivating factor that has spurred us to
help various Voluntary Service Organizations thro our
Association. For this endeavour, the response from the
Membership and the Business Entrepreneurs were
magnanimous and was beyond our expectations. The mood and
the response of the membership helped us immensely to execute
our plans and objectives. The overwhelming response of the Old
Centralites in Canada and States are praiseworthy. These
members who form the backbone of the Alumni Association
deserve the praise of the Nation. The Committee conveys its
sincere Thanks from the bottom of its heart to the Membership
and to the Business Community of not only the Old Centralites
but also others who value and cherish humanitarian ideals and
assistance.
Our Humanitarian assistance to Service Organizations
commenced :-
a. In 1994 with Donations of $ 3,500.00 to Canada
Red Cross Society to help Northern Sri Lanka.
b. With a Donation of $ 808.55 in 1998 to Jaffna St.
Peter's Church Building Fund.
c. In the year 2000, a Donation of $ 1,200.00 to the
Batticaloa Ramakrishna Mission Orphanage.
d. A Donation of $ 1,000.00 to the Orphanage of the
Jaffna Maruthanamadam Achchramam.
e. Donation to the Hospital for Sick Children
Foundation by way of Pledges thro our Walk-A-
Thon commenced another history making
endeavour by our Alumni Association of Canada.
Pledges amounting $ 3,100.00 was collected in
2000; $ 1,992.54 in 2001; $ 1,603.00 in 2002;
$2,716.00 in 2003; $ 3,420.00 in 2004. From the
year 2005, the Walk-A-Thon became a welcome
Joint venture of Jaffna Central and Vembadi Girls
and the Pledges amounted to $ 3,210.50. We take
this opportunity to Thank Vembadi for their
welcome decision to join us in this Joint venture.

In acknowledging the Donation, the Swami in Charge of the
Ramakrishna Mission, Battilaloa Orphanage, writes “ We are
overwhelmed by your magnanimous gesture in Donating the
entire proceeds of the function to us, towards the running of the
Orphanage Homes. It is great and very noble of the Jaffna
Centralites to have spared a thought in this substantial manner
for their less fortunate brethren in the East. That is the essence of
Charity. Charity certainly must begin at home, but it should not

end there. Your action can be truly acclaimed as really
humanitarian. Whoever decided to help us must be thanked for
this benevolent move for which we are eternally grateful. May
Bagavan Sri Ramakrishna the Apostle of the harmony of
Religions bless the Office Bearers, the Membership and the
Families of the J.C.C.0.B.A. Canadaabundantly. “.

We resolved to broaden our Humanitarian Assistance Program,
irrespective of Old School ties, creed, Religion or Race. In this
journey we have assisted Service Organizations in Canada,like
the Red Cross Society of Canada and the Toronto Hospital for
Sick Children Foundation. We can proudly declare that we were
the FIRST ALUMNI ASSOCIATION IN CANADA to organize
a Walk-A-Thon for the Sick Kids Hospital. This was a great
success and we propose to continue this venture and solicit the
wholehearted co-operation and assistance of the membership to
this great cause. We are Thankful to our sister College Vembadi
Girls Canada Branch in accepting our invitation for a joint
venture of this Humanitarian Program and will continue to be a
Joint venture from the year 2005.

In our objective to assist the Alma Mater and to assist the bright
and needy Students of our College in their Higher Education
pursuits, a Joint Scholarship Scheme was formulated with active
participation and Fund involvement by the Colombo, Australia,
Canada, and U.K. Branches. It is our commitment to improve
the quality of life and living conditions of the students of our
Alma mater, hence the entire proceeds of the Mathiya Theepam
Cultural show will help fund the Scholarship and Bursaries for
the students of our College. In this connection we made our
commitment by contributing in 2000 a sum of $ 3,200.00 and in
2002 a sum of $ 1,200.00. An additional sum of $ 6,000.00 was
contributed to the University of Jaffna for Bursaries to the
Students from Jaffna Central only.

In continuing our assistance to our beloved Alma mater, in 2004
our assistance to the College was as follows:

$1,200.00 Donation of Library Books thro Mr.
V.Vigneswaran Master during his visit to
Jaffna.

SLRs.40,000.00  Funding of the Hall of Fame Project.

SLRs.20,000.00  Costof One Steel Almirah forthe Library.

SLRs.30,000.00 Cost of Cricket Boots for the 2004 Cricket
Team.

SLRs.20,000.00  Costof Soccer Boots for the Soccer Team.

SLRs.5,000.00 Donation to the Primary School for
Purchase of Prizes for the Grade | Students
Sports Meet.

These Funds were handed to the College Development Society

By R.Chelvaratnam during his visitto Jaffna in 2004.

Our Motto is Service; Our Endeavour is Service and Our Aim
anObjectives too is also Service to our Alma Mater and to the
bright and needy Students of Jaffna Central College. For this we
appeal for your continued support and assistance.
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CANADA'S CENTRAL ST.JOHN'S BIG MATCH
ENCOUNTERS PLAYED FROM 1989 FOR 17 LONG YEARS...

The Battle of the North Big Match encounter was first
played in 1901. This cricket encounter has evolved into a
traditional Sports Festival lovingly looked forward to by
the Cricket enthusiasts of Jaffna. During the year 2001,
the Alumni Association of Canada published a
Commemorative Stamp in Canada to celebrate the
Centenary of the Central St. John's Cricket encounters. It
is with pride and joy that we record these Historical events
and join hands with the Centralites scattered, the length
and breadth of the planet in wishing the Alma mater Jaffna
Central College all success. These endeavours of the
Alumni Association of Canada will not see the light of the
day, if not for the enthusiastic and wholehearted support
of its members and the leadership of the Executive
Committees. We are also deeply Thankful to the Business
Community for the magnanimous offer of assistance in
fulfilling our aims and objectives. The Big Match
tradition has also been instituted in Toronto, Canada
where the two Collegiate Old Students Alumni
Associations organize Annual Cricket Encounters. These
matches are played annually at the

Sunnybrook Park Grounds during the months of July
and/or August each year. We proudly place on record that
the First Annual Cricket Encounter was played at the
Dominion Park, Scarborough on 19". August 1989. Jaffna
Central's K.M.Shanthikumar and Johnian's
M.Thuraisingham Captained this historical encounter,
which was won by Jaffna Central.

The Result of the Matches played in Canada is not
important. What is the essence is that it should be played
in the true spirit of Sportsmanship and enjoyed by all

players and the spectators alike.

Up to 2005 Jaffna Central O.B.A. Canada has Won nine
encounters, St.John's Old Students Association of Canada
has won five and Three matches were abandoned due to
Rain.

The Veteran's Encounter was played for the First time
during the year 1997, Captained by Central's Late V.D.
Jeyaratnasingham and Johnians by T.S.Nathan, which
was won by the Johnians.

As at today of the 17 Big Match Encounters in the Series,
every encounter is played in a spirit of friendship, co-
operation, comradery bringing the past memories
thousands of miles away from our homeland.

The Result of the Series of 17 Matches is as follows:
Jaffna Central O.B.A. Won Nine ( 9 ) Encounters. St.
John's O.B.A. Won Five ( 5) encounters and the Balance
Three matches ended in No Decision due to rain. The
Veterans played Nine matches and Jaffna Central
Veterans Won Five Encounters and St. John's Won Two
matches, with Two No Decisions.

The Cricketers of both Jaffna Central and St. John's
should be congratulated for the spectacle of
competitiveness, played in the true sense of
sportsmanship. The Best Team will Win the Trophy and
the Team loses also Win the hearts of those who witness
these encounters for their superlative and thrilling game
of Cricket lovely Cricket.

JCC OBA Vetarens team 2000

JCC OBA team 2000
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WALK -A-THON

Toronto Hospital for Sick Children Foundation
R .Sivakumar
“There is something in the human condition that eternally yearns for a greater sense of

connectedness yearns to reach out and deeply touch others............ ”
Corinne McLaughlin and Gordon Davidson

Jaffna Central College Old boys' Association of Canada started the Annual Walk A Thon in aid of the Toronto Hospital for
Sick Children in 2000. Our gratitude goes to our then president Mr. S.Yoganathan for initiating this humane project. We are
proud to announce that our association was the first Alumni Association from Sri Lanka to conduct a Walk-A Thon in
Canada to support a local Hospital.

Every year during the month of June-July we organize the Walk AThon along with our Annual Joint Picnic with Vembadi
Old Girls' Association. Vembadi joined with us in this humane project from 2005. This year's Walk-A-Thon was held on
Saturday June 24" at the Morningside Park. Also this year's donations reached the record high of $5,200. Thanks to Vembdi
for their active participation and support.

Since the inception of this humane project we have collected donations as follows:

2000 $3,100
2001 1,993
2002 1,603
2003 2,716
2004 3,420
2005 3,210
2006 5,200

Total  $21,242

The donations are handed over to Sick kids Foundation shortly after the Walk-A Thon. We also invite a guest representing
Sick Kids Hospital for our annual Dinner and Get together- the “Central Nite”. We offer our gratitude to all those members
who obtain pledges, from various donors. In this context special mention must be made of Mr. Thomas Thevarajah, and
Mrs. Rasamany Thevarajah, who labored hard to get the highest pledge support consecutively for 4 years in memory of our
Teacher, Late Mr. M.Paramananthan. They were honored in one of our “Central Nite” functions for their outstanding
contribution to this project.

What do our donations mean to sick kids?

The Hospital for Sick Children, affectionately called Sick Kids, is one of the largest pediatric academic health science
centres in the world, with an international reputation for excellence in health care, research, and teaching. Sick Kids is
among the top four hospitals in the world.

In Ontario Sick Kids is the only children's Hospital that provides the Full range of treatments for most complex
cancer treatments.

Cardiac Centre at Sick kids is one of the largest most successful in the world with survival rates unsurpassed.
the neurosciences Centre has set the standard of care for pediatric stroke

Sick Kids has the largest pediatric cataract service in North America.

The Children need us and our donations help the world-renowned doctors and scientists find breakthrough treatments and
cures for devastating childhood diseases.

-Recruit and retain world's top medical professionals

-Fund essential equipment and core facilities.

Currently more than 2000 children in treatment for cancer alone at sick kids Many are fighting for their lives. The small
donation we make can make a difference in the world for a child and family who are desperate for hope and cure.

We are happy that the Walk-A-Thon project has drawn immense support from our old boys and Old Girls and proud that
we believe in Sick kids. In effect this project reflects the humane nature of all our activities. We have gone beyond
community and reached out to the larger whole.

“Healthier Children A better World”
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- Jaffna Central College
OLD BOYS' ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

WALK A THON 2000

IN SUPPORT OF
THE HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN FOUNDATION
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JAFFNA CENTRAL COLLEGE
COLLEGE SONG

Wet the ground and wind opposing,
Just ten minutes yet to play;

Play up Central, No reposing

On the gains of yesterday.

Now's the time for combined action;
Pass the ball from man to man;

Never selfish play nor faction,

Proved worthwhile since sports began.

Chorus:

Central Rally for the School then,
Take the field with one accord;

Keep your courage cool and clean then,
Central's flag must ne'er be lowered.

On the field of life when striving,

Keep your honour true and bright,

Play up Central Ever thriving

On the fruits of grace and light,

For your Comrades of the old days,
Scattered far though they may be,

For your School and, for her true praise,
Live in Service glad and free !

Chorus:
JCC OBA Canada Branch Sincerely Thank

all the advertisers for their kind support to
make this event a success
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